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REPAIR OR IMPROVEMENT? 


HE original purpose of the Rent Acts was to protect 

the tenants of dwelling houses by preventing land- 
lords from charging unduly high rents at a time of housing 
shortage. To-day, perhaps, the emphasis is rather on 
keeping rents at an artificially low level: although the Rent 
Acts have been amended so as to meke some allowance 
for the increased cost of repairs, the effect of inflation on 
the landlord’s net income has not beer taken into account. 
But it has always been recognised that the landlord who 
spends money on improving his property is entitled to 
some added return. Section 2 of the 1920 Rent Act allows 
the landlord to charge 8 per cent. per annum of the cost 
of any improvement or structural alteration, excluding 
expenditure on decoration and repairs: since 1933 the 
provision of additional or improved fittings has been 
deemed to be an improvement for this purpose. 

In practice, however, the distinction between improve- 
ment and repair is often difficult to apply. From the 
decided cases it would appear that the replacement of a 
detached earth closet by a built-on w.c., and the substi- 
tution of rough-cast for weather boarding are both im- 
provements: so too, with the laying of a concrete bed to 
raise the level of floors in order to check dampness. On 
the other hand, the replacement of thatch by slates and 
of a wooden floor by tiles have been held not to be 
improvements. 

_ The difficulty of distinguishing between repair and 
Improvement is illustrated by the decision of the Court 
of Appeal in the recent case of Grey Coat Hospital 
Governors v Campbhell-Johnson and Others ~~ reported in 
our issue of last week. The landlords were owners of a 
block of flats and they had spent some £5,200 on replacing 
the drainage system, £4,600 on the cold water system and 
£69) on lowering the area adjoining the block. The Court 
of Appeal held that none of these works was an improve- 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE CONTRIBUTION of technical knowledge is only effective 


if it is brought into collaboration with the architect from the 
inception of the scheme, Professor Nervi said in London last 
week. p. 685 


rights and duties of the 
architect have been approved by the international Union of 


{rehitects. p. 685 


4PPOINTMENTS OF ARCHITECTS are announced, to Imperial 
College (p. 686) and Gatwick Airport p. 690 
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heen negotiated. p. 690 
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Vetronolitan Water Board 


BY A CONCERTED EFFORT the building industri 
the country £100m., Mr. L. J. Holloway has said. 


A COMPLETE REVIEW 
according to Sir Harry Selley. 


nild save 


p. 694 


of housing policy is now needed, 
p. 701 
ment for the purpose of the Rent Acts. The clue to this 
decision appears to lie !n some words of Lord Justice 
Denning who said that, if the work done had provided 
something new for the benefit of the occupiers of the flats. 
it would have been an improvement. but if it was done for 
the replacement of something already existing, improving 
it by the replacement of a modern equivalent, that would 
come within the category of repairs. Applying this prin- 
ciple to the drainage system, his Lordship thought that the 
system now at the flats was the same as that which existed 
before: all that had happened was that, instead of having 
two pipes to take away water and refuse, there was now 
only one. His Lordship also considered that the water 
system was the same, though instead of having a storage 
tank in each flat, the landlord had substituted a bulk tank 
at the top of the block: this was simply the replacement 
of something that had existed before by a more suitable 
modern substitute. 

The lowering of the area appears to have raised a 
question of a different type. It had been argued for the 
tenants that an improvement under the Act had to be done 
on the site of the dwelling itself. Lord Justice Denning 
rejected that argument: there were some kinds of work 
that could be done outside the flats and provide benefit 
for the tenants, but in the present case he thought it diffi- 
cult to say that the work benefited any of the flats. 

The present decision throws new light on a number of 
previously decided cases, and may well call for the revision 
of some of the conclusions drawn in the standard text 
books. On some points this revision may be favourable 
to the landlord, but tn general it seems that he will have 
a more difficult task in establishing that work carried out 
is an improvement. It will be unfortunate if this dis- 
courages him from carrving out work that he might other- 
wise have done, and it may be that Parliament should 
reconsider the question whether the Rent Acts are acting 
as a deterrent to the proper maintenance of dwelling houses. 
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Notes of the Week 


THE NERVI LECTURE 
T was not after all such a far cry to 
come straight from measuring a 
15th-century church roof last Friday, to 
Nervi's lecture (reported elsewhere in this 
issue) on Concrete and Structural Form, 
writes Basil Marriott. Concrete has been 
a little long in finding its own level, and 
if that level is to transcend that of some 
other synthetics to which we had looked 
for new art-forms as well as functional 
advantages, it will be at the hands of 
such artist-technicians as Nervi, so de- 
votedly preoccupied with the spanning 
of large spaces by something approach- 
ing organic growths. The fantasy and 
grace with which he contrives this seems, 
as E. D. Mills pointed out in the ensuing 
discussion, in the direct Gothic tradition. 
I was particularly glad to hear the ap- 
plause which greeted the Chianciano 
ballroom ceiling, which | mentioned for 
this reason in writing here about the 
RIBA Building in Concrete exhibition 
last October. But men of Nervi's stamp 
are still all too rare—as several speakers 
pointed out in a timely way. We must 
be careful lest cement gets too big for 
its bags cr engineers develop swelled 
formwork. 

A packed audience offered interesting 
speculation on the proportion of en- 
gineers to architects, now that the uni- 
form of dirty-yellow tie and dusty-coke 
suit seems common to both. Is it some 
sort of symbolical sackcloth and ashes, 
one wonders, to reconcile the erstwhile 
hairy tweeds and smooth bowlers? But, 
discounting some “reps.” identified by 
audible speculation on the elasticity of 
expense accounts, and the boys and girls 
of the Press ritually fraternising while we 
dutifully waited in our reserved seats. 
engineers seemed to predominate, judged 
by the laughter which greeted Bryan 
Westwood’s admission that, while they 
would probably make good architects 
today, the metamorphosis wouldn't work 
both ways—unless, of course, this was 
noblesse oblige on the part of a minority. 

I was apparenty not alone in learning 
for the first time that Nervi wins his 
commissions in competition and also 
undertakes their execution, and relieved 
that he advocates collaboration with 
architect and contractor from the outset. 
But a little disappointed that his paper 
was read for him—a formidable task on 
the discharge of which it is perhaps not 
unkind to say that one will still look 
forward to seeing it in print. Nervi’s 
comments cn the slides, however, when 
translated and audible were invaluable: 
these included his sports stadium for 
Florence, aircraft hangars, that yacht, the 
Turin exhibition, warehouses, _ office 
blocks, and the Unesco building in Paris. 
and gained by personal introduction even 
by proxy. 

When I left. it seemed that discussion 
was to be confined to prepared and in- 
vited tributes read from the platform 
in one case also by proxy. If a faint 
aura of sponsorship tinged the mist in 
the Friends’ Meeting House, one remem- 
bered that the place is hardly conducive 
to cosy informality, and that these days 
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most good things 
“come to us by 
courtesy of” some 


body or commodity 
or other, which is 
very much better 
than nothing. But 
how we need an 
international lan- 
guage for an inter- 
national architec- 
tecture! 


October 2] 1955 








HOUSING 
EXPERTS IN 
USSR 

THE = DELEGATION 
of British housing 
experts who have 
Drece studying 
methods of  indus- 
trial and domestic 
building in the 
USSR paid a visit to 


Leningrad recently. 
according to a 
Soviet News source. 
In the Nevsky 
district, the  dele- 
gation watched the 


erection of buildings 
from prefabricated 
panels. After look- 
ing over the. site, 
Mr. S. W.. © 
Phillips, Under- 
Secretary for Hous- 
ing at the Ministry 


of Housing and 

ee HOTEL BALLROOM. 
delegation, is said to London, 

have remarked on 

the advanced build- 

ing methods used. 

Mr. Phillips told Press representatives 
that he believed the exchange ot 
visits by British and Soviet experts 
was useful to both sides. What they 
found most instructive in the Soviet 


Union, he said, was the mechanisation of 
building. In Britain, Mr. Phillips pointed 
out, prefabricated parts were also used in 
building, but not on such a scale and not 
on tall buildings. Mr. Phillips said that 
he believed such methods had a_ big 
future. Mr. J. H. Forshaw, Chief Ar- 
chitect and Housing Consultant of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, told the Press that this was his first 
time in the Soviet Union and that he was 
impressed by the large amount of build- 
ing undertaken. While the visit was a 
brief one, nevertheless he could say that 
Soviet architects had in general achieved 
a great deal. Mr. Forshaw added that 
he found too much preoccupation with 
ornamental finishings. 


MEMORIAL EXHIBITION 

A MEMORIAL EXHIBITION Of the work 
of E. McKnight Kauffer opened recently 
at the Victoria and Albert Museum. 
This American designer, who died last 
year, practised in this country from 1914- 
1941, and has influenced graphic design 
in such a unique fashion that all that is 
best in contemporary British poster de- 
sign is to a large extent due to his early 
activities and his pioneering efforts. 





which has recently been redecorated. 
designer was Professor R. D. Russell, RDI, FSIA, and the co- 
ordinating architects were Messrs. Gordon Jeeves, FRIBA. 


The ballroom of Grosvenor House. 


The interio 


Kauffer was a designer who derived 
inspiration from all the contemporary 
movements in painting, and the exhibi- 
tion shows clearly how in turn he became 
a graphic exponent of pictorial schools 
like cubism, expressionism, — impres- 
sionism, ete. His main contribution, 
which was most widely noticed and ap- 
preciated, was the series of well over 100 
posters for London Transport, all com- 
missioned by Frank Pick. Also Shell 
and BP Ethyl! used his posters extensively. 

The exhibition shows a large selection 
of these posters for London Transport 
and Shell, in addition to many outstand- 
ing ones like * The Early Bird,” commis- 
sioned by Sir Francis Meynell for the 
Daily Herald, which was one of Kauffer’s 
first published posters in England and 
looks as up-to-date today as it did at the 
time, more than 30 years ago. In addi- 
tion to many sketches, paintings and 
designs for rugs, many examples of his 
excellence in the art of book illustration 
are shown. 

It was awareness of the debt the design 
profession owed to Kauffer for his work 
in Britain that the Society of Industrial 
Artists and the Royal Society of Arts 
have arranged this exhibition, which has 
been designed by Ian Bradbury, MSIA. 
The exhibition remains open until 
November 27 (10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, 
Sundays 2.30 to 6 p.m.). 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
TRADE CRITICISMS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was not sure whether I was 
os perturbed or amused by the attempts 
of your correspondents Messrs. Jones, 
Pearce and Stenning to debunk what | 
wrote to you (your issue of October 7). 
They have offered no tangible evidence to 
disprove my observations, while their last 
paragraph seems to indicate that apeing 
is not confined to the youth of our 
industry. 

Old campaigners worthy of that name 
should be very concerned with techni- 
cal Press criticisms and should seek prac- 
tical improvements, that is if they are not 
too aged to be anything other than 
“armchair philosophers.” 

The facts and figures I would like to 
see published are such as refer to appren- 
ticeship with Local Government direct 
employment, private estate management, 
labour-only traders, utility undertakings, 
building and joinery departments, road, 
railway and road haulage (private and 
public) shops, shop - on - the - corner 
builders, and those teeming oddities who 
rarely construct an imposing edifice but 
do nevertheless employ building workers. 

It is easy to centre one’s arguments 
around an outstanding clique of sub- 
stantially well-known and well-organised 
concerns as though they were the typical 
examples of building activities. They 
represent merely that minor portion of 
cream on the top of a bottle of milk, 
which too often takes the line of least 
resistance when it comes to searching for 
facts in a truly scientific manner. 

2 plus 1 equals an increase of 50 
per cent. Yes, but of what? 

H. E. CAMPBELL. 

40, St. Paul’s-road, NI. 

STUDENTS AND LITERACY 

To the Editor of The Builder 
SIR, The Daily Telegraph recently 
came out with the following: “* The 
standard of English shown in papers sub- 
mitted at the recent entrance examination 
of the Westminster Medical School of the 








“If Mr. Butler cuts building, we 
could let it as a penthouse for 
a couple of thousand odd !\~ 
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COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21. 


Bult pInGc Centre.—Exhibition of cotton furnishings 
for architects by the Cotton Board, Manchester. 
Store-street, WCI Open 9.30 to 5 p.m. weekdays, 
9.30 to | p.m. Saturdays, until October 29, 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 24. 


Presentation of LMBA Medals to _prize- 
winners the City and Guilds examinations by the 
American Ambassador. Grocers’ Hall, Princes-street, 
EC2. 3 pm. 


LONDON 
Tradition 
Jacques 
College, 


LMBA 


University.—* The  Co-existence of 
and Modern Tendencies,’” by Professor 
Greber Architecture Theatre, University 
Gower-street, WC1. 5.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25 


Cuapwick Lecrure.—Presentation of Chadwick 


Medal and Prize, followed by ** Development of the 
Measurement of Strains in Struciures,”” by Mr. R. J 
Wilkins, M-Eng Lecture Theatre, Department of 
Civil and Municinal Engineering, University College 
Gower-street, WCI1. 5.15 p.m. 

LoNpDoN UNiverstty.—** The Co-ordination — of 
Architecture and Town Planning,’” by Professor 
Jacques Greber Architecture Theatre, University 
College, Gower-street, WCI. 5.30 p.m 

Housinc Trust CEenrrei ‘** Housing Economics.” 
by Mr. W. B. Reddaway, MA 13, Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket, SWI. 6 p.m 


British DECORATORS 
Distaff Side of 
Cairns. The 


WC2 


INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF 
AND INTERIOR DesIGNERS.—** The 
Home Decorating,’’ by Miss Julia 
College of Preceptors, 2, Bloomsbury-square, 
6.30 p.m 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26 


NATIONAL HOUSING AND PLANNING CONFERENCE. 
Brighton. 

ARTISTS’ GENERAI BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION 
Annual general meeting. Royal Academy of Aris, 


Burlington House, Piccadilly, WI 2.30 p.m. 
IAAS (SOUTHERN COUNTIES BRANCH) Annual 


general meeting Polygon Hotel, Southampton, 7 p.m 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. Annual = general 
meeting and pressdential address by Mr. Bryan West- 
vood, FRIBA. 36, Bedford-square, WCI. 8 p.m 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27. 

RICS Junior organisation annual general 
meeting; and ** The Surveyor of the Atomic Age. 
by R. Steel, BSc. 12, Great George-street, SWI 
6.15 p.m 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28 


LONDON BUILDING AND ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS’ 


ACCIDENT PREVENTION GROUP Annual conference 
The Guildhall. London. 10.15 a.m. to 4.45 p.m 
RICS (Juntor ORGANISATION) Annua dinner 


Hall. Blackfriars-lane, Queen Vic- 


6.45 for 7 p.m. 


The Apothecaries’ 
toria-street, EC4 





University of London ‘ bordered on illi- 
teracy ’ declared the Dean of the School.” 

Does not this low standard of general 
education also apply to many of the 
would-be architects who now sit for 
the RIBA Examination? And, moreover, 
is this not in some large measure due to 
the very many “ backdoor” recognised 
schools ? 

Would not the “status” of the archi- 
tectural profession be raised if only the 
Universities were allowed to function as 
recognised schools ? 

SIDNEY LOWETH. 
Hythe, Kent. 


OS REGISTRATION 
To ithe Editor of The Builder 


WIR. It is obvious from the lack of 
"correspondence on this subject that 
the matter is not one which troubles many 
of your readers, but | would appreciate 
being given the opportunity of comment- 
ing on Mr. Hookway’s recent letter 
(The Builder, October 14). That done, I 
do not propose to write to you again on 
this subject. 

To my mind, Mr. Hookway strays from 
the subject. He certainly advances no 
argument as to why registration is desir- 
able. neither does he make any comment 
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on the last paragraph of my previous 
letter. He does cast many red herrings 
into the stream, but I refuse to be 
diverted. 

It occurs to me that if he wants to 
win adherents to his cause he should re- 
submit his latest letter to you giving 
chapter and verse, together with definite 
figures, in support of his statements, when 
they could be considered objectively. It 
might also interest him and give him food 
for thought to read the letter published 
immediately following his own. 

Probably his best course of action 
would be to take up membership of the 
Royal Institution and set about his task 
of reforming us, from within, when he 
would at least have a vote in our affairs. 

L. H. Locktey [ARICS] 

179, Lower Addiscombe-road, 

E. Croydon. 


“ LABOUR-ONLY ” 
SUB-CONTRACTING 


To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—I would like to express my 
_ Federation’s appreciation of the very 
fair way in which your Labour Corre- 
spondent has dealt with the subject of 
“ labour-only ” sub-contracting, in the 
last issue of The Builder. As your 
Correspondent rightly says, the matter is 
one that causes us grave concern for one 
of the main reasons mentioned—namely. 
that the practice (or malpractice) leads 
more than anything else to the indis- 
cipline of the industry. 

Many operatives unfortunately can see 
no further than to the advantages of 
to-day and are disinclined to take a 
longer-term view. To be able to pick up 
now and again £20 or £25 for a week’s 
work may sound attractive, but some of 
the attraction is lost when such pay is 
viewed in the light of a complete dis- 
regard of established industrial 
conditions. 

It remains our firm task to abolish the 
pernicious practice of labour only sub- 
contracting wherever possible. : 

R. Coppock, 
General Secretary, National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives. 

Federal House, Clapham, SW4. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SQ IR,—Your Labour Correspondent, in 

his article in your last issue, deployed 
very effectively the far from negligible 
arguments against “labour-only ~ sub- 
contracting, but he said little about its 
advantages, the chief of which is that it 
does get the work done. I noted an in- 
stance of this recently in the case of the 
roofing of a pair of semi-detached. 
speculatively-built houses, which four 
men on piece work felted, battened and 
tiled in a couple of days. I had never 
seen men work so swiftly before. Why 
did they do it? Presumably because the 
sooner they got the job done the more 
they made for themselves. Personal gain 
may not be the only incentive, but | 
should say it is the one that counts most 


of all. And is there anything wrong with 
that? OBSERVER 
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WOODLANDS 
SCHOOL, 
COVENTRY 


View from the south. The 

classroom block to the right; 

library and hall to left; 4-stores 

workshop and laboratory block 
to left background. 





D. E. E. GIBSON, MA, ARIBA, MTPI, and A. G. LING, BA(Arch), MTP, 
in collaboration with S. A. W. JOHNSON-MARSHALL, CBE, BArch (Chief Architect, Ministry of Education) 


{ysistant Architects : J. C. LOYD, ARIBA, M. SMITH & J. FE. TOOMER, ARIBA 





Quantity Surveyor J. NISBET, ARICS Builders HIGGS & HILL, LTD. 
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Axonometric drawing of scheme. 


HIS school is the result of a joint undertaking by the 
Coventry Local Fducation Authority and the 
Development Group of the Ministry of Education. 
From the authority’s point of view it was a means of 
making good part of the deficiency of secondary school 
places due to war-time destruction and the rise in the 


school population. The authority in their Develop- 
ment Plan propose to meet this deficiency by means of 
several large comprehensive schools. The Wood- 
lands School is one of two such schools for boys: 
another for girls, and two mixed schools, are under 
construction. From the Ministry’s point of view the 





House block, with 4-storey teaching block on left. 
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Main entrance, with central block (right) and 4-storev teaching block Ueft). 
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An advanced science lab. 


authority's invitation to co-operate in the project was 
welcomed for two reasons. — First, it provided an oppor- 
tunity to tackle the problems arising from the size of 
such schools while keeping the cost within the given 
limits, and, secondly, from the constructional aspect 
it was an opportunity to develop. still) further the 
method of prefabricated construction which had first 
been tried out at the Wokingham Secondary School 
in Berkshire (see The Builder, October 24, 1952). 
Accommodation: The school, when completed, will 
accommodate 1,650 pupils, an annual entry of ten 


forms, and is capable of extension to 12 forms of 


entry. At present a seven-form entry instalment has 

been completed, and the remaining instalment has 

recently been started. The complete schedule of 
age ‘ 


PHYSICS 


STORE 


CLASSROOM or E 





FIRST FLOOR 








Section of engineering workshop. 


teaching accommodation is set out in Appendix I. 

Planning: \t was realised from the outset that there 
was a danger of building a vast institution in which the 
children themselves would be lost. The planning of 
the school was therefore appreached by trying to 
break down the whole in two particular ways. In the 
first place, the House system was adopted as a social 
unit for most purposes. In the completed school there 
will be ten houses, grouped in pairs. In each house 
there is space for the boys to keep their books and kit, 
and a house-room of about 1,100 sq. ft. This will be 
used for part of the time as an ordinary teaching space, 
but its main purpose is to provide an area in which 
morning assembly, dining and other house meetings 
of various kinds will take place. Fach pair of houses 
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Is Served by a kitchen. Each of the houses is under the care 


of a house-master with several other members of the staff 


to assist him. 

The second way in which the school was broken down 
was by arranging the teaching accommodation in blocks, 
each dealing with functionally related subjects. This method 
also helped to reduce circulation space and made it easier to 
build the school by instalments. The separate blocks into 
which the teaching accommodation is divided are: (a) Halls, 
library and administration; (b) three teaching blocks; (c) light 
and heavy crafts; (d) science and workshops; (e) gymnasia; 
and (f) house blocks. The relationship is shown on plan. 
The complete plan provides for three gymnasia. Two of 
these.are in the second instalment and will be placed near 
the playing fields. 

The Site: This covers a little over 52 acres, and is about 
three miles from the centre of Coventry on the Birmingham 
road. The buildings occupy some six acres. 

Construction: The system developed at Wokingham (see 
Ministry of Education Building Bulletin No. 8) has been 
used with some modifications to increase economy and 
simplify manufacture and erection. The second instalment is 
being used as a vehicle for yet further development of the 
system. In the first instalment the frame is based on a 40-in. 
plan module and an 8-in. vertical module. The minor altera- 
tions include the substitution of a 4}-in. square stanchion 


SUMMARY OF ACCOMMODATION 


First Second Total 
instalment instalment 
Number of pupils 1,050 600 1,650* 


Minimum prescribed teaching 
area : od ...47,680 sq. ft. 17,000 sq. ft. 
1,200 450 
35 20 


64,680 sq. ft. 
1,650 


55* 


Places for cost purposes 
Number of form units 
freas on plan 
Teaching area 22395, 907'sq. ft. 
..86,742 sq. ft. 


76,647 sq. ft. 


21,140 sq. fi. 
3 119,295 sq. ft. 


e 
Total superficial area 32,553'sq. Tt. 
Number of teaching 
provided 


spaces 
49 20 69% 
* Includes 150 sixth-form pupils (five form units). 
+ Includes advanced laboratories, but excludes several 
groups of children can be taught. 


rooms where 


PLAN ANALYSIS 


First Instalment Complete Schoo! 


Accommodation Area Percent-) Area Area /Percent-| Area 
in age of per in age of per 
sq. ft total place Sq; Ht. total place 
Hall and gallery 
Stage 
Drama hall 
Hail gymnasium | 13,57 15.64 11.31 19,682 16.50 11.93 
Gymnasia 
Storage 
Library 
Storage 2,445 2.82 2.04 2,445 2.05 1.48 
Generai and 
practical class- 
rooms 44,974 51.85 37.48 62.263 §2.19 37.74 
Storage 
Dining 
Storage of pupils’ 
belongings 
Sanitary accom- 
modation — for 
pupils 7.591 8.75 6.33 11,689 9.80 7.08 
Staff rooms 
Service rooms 9,149 10.55 7.62 L337 9.50 6.87 
Circulation 9.012 10.39 754 11,879 9.96 7.20 
Total 86,742 | 100.00 | 72.29 | 119,295 | 100.00 72.30 
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SCHEDULE:-O! 


(1) First 


Group Peaching space 


A. Hall and gallers 
Small hall 
Hall/gymnasium 
Gymnasium 
Stage 


Library 1 
Library 


Cc. Classrooms 


Division rooms 


Ly. 
| 


Workroom 


1 
= 
3 
| 
x 
3 ‘3 
4and 5 
Houseroomss .. 


Study rooms 


Joinery shop ... 
Woodwork shop 


Metalwork shop 
Forge aa 
Machine shop 
Annexe ”" , 
Painting and decorat- 
ing ... ite. 
Drawing office 
Laboratories 


Advanced laboratories 


Fotal 


Number 
ol 
spaces 
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ey Se 
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Instalment 


Area 
of each 
space 
sq. ft. 
4,227 
1,464 
2.795 
2.818 
971 


843 
1,261 


843 
854 
862 
898 
706 
441 
865 
346 


847 
849 
908 
931 
946 
635 
721 


Total 
teaching 
area ol 

each 
group 
sq. ft. 


2,104 
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TEACHING ACCOMMODATION 


Number 
of 
teaching 
spaces 


Anh oS 


Nw 


—Mmrrevw— 


* Division rooms | and 2 are planned together with folding partition 
§ Fight houserooms have been enlarged beyond the normal minimum 


classroom size of 480 sq. ft. each, so that they can also be 
i The total teaching area thus includes 4,956 sq. ft 
vided specifically for dining. 


dining. 


(i) 


Group Feaching space 
A Gymnasia 
( Teaching spaces i 
House/dining-rooms 
Study rooms 
D Woodwork 


General 
Art oe . 
Technical drawing 


Number 
oi 
spaces 


Nmrh 


——fhly 


Second Instalment 


Area 
of each 
space 


Sq. tC. 


2,800 
520 


040 
260 


870 
980 
040 
1,040 


Tota! 
teaching 
area of 

each 
group 
sq. ft. 


5.600 


5,200 
2,080 

520 
1,740 
3.920 
1,040 
1,040 


21.140 


used fo 


pro 
| 


Number 
o! 


eaching 


spaces 
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TION 
al 
ng | Number 
ol of 
h leaching 
UP | spaces 
ft. 
l 
l 
l 
l 
5 
4 
10 
* 
io] 
5 
3 
I 
3 
3 
: 
| 
1 
! 
1 
I 
! 
! 
| 
* 
= 
= 
- 
l 
49 


partition. 
minimum 
e used for 
J. ft. pro- 


Number 
ot 
teaching 


spaces 
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View in assembly hall, looking to stage. 


of rolled steel angles for the pressed steel single-storey 
stanchion used at Wokingham. The frame in the main 
hall is of interest. Here the standard components 
used throughout the school were supplemented by the 
introduction of intermediate columns to support special 
main beams which receive normal 20-ft. span roof 
beams. A minor modification was made to the eaves. 
The precast eaves block is here used as a wind bracing 
(thus eliminating some steel work) and projects less 
than at Wokingham. For the fascia, painted softwood 
has been substituted for pressed metal. 

In the cladding some modifications of detail were 
made. The cladding is supported on frames which are 
factory-welded, as against the site-bolting process used 
at Wokingham. A technique was evolved for fastening 
the plaster board sheets to the inside face of the cladding 
slabs with plaster. For the partitions gypsum plaster 
honeycomb slabs with poured and skimmed joints were 
used. Roofs are of 2) in. thick wood-wool in slabs 
6 ft. 8 in. by 1 ft. 8 in. with Vermiculite screed covered 
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Curtains by Gerald Holtom. 


with two-ply built up roofing and granite chippings. 
Heating is by a warm air system using both vertical 
and horizontal type cabinets. The boilers serving 
the various blocks are oilfired. 

Cost: The tender for the first instalment of this 
project amounted to £318,979. This was made up of 
a net cost of £281,761 plus an additional £37,218 for 
external work such as playing fields, site layout and 
services. The net cost per place works out at 
£234 16s. Od. which compares with a cost limit operative 
at that time of £240. The same limit of cost per place 
applies to all types ard sizes of secondary schools, 
except secondary technical schools. It will thus be 
noted that the cost per place for a large comprehensive 
school built on a “* campus” plan, such as the Wood- 
lands School, is the same as that for a similar type of 
school built in a compact multi-storey slab block, such 
as some of the London County Council comprehen- 
sive schools, or for a small rural secondary modern 
school or for a medium-sized urban grammar school. 


Asscciated with the work were : 


Sub-contractors: Briggs, roofing felt; John Kent, 
fibrous plaster and Bellrock: Light Structures, stair- 
cases; Weatherfoil, heating; Lee Beesley, electrical 
engineering; Campbell Dennis, ceiling erection: 
West Midlands Gas Board, gas services; Bryan’s 
: Adamanta, ceilings, Bellrock and fibrous plaster; 

Aladdin, Weyroc flooring; Haskell Rotertson, 
rubber and Crestaline fleors; Phoenix, Phenco floors: 
Chemical Pipe, laboratory planning; Brynmawr, 

i rubber floor supply: Hollis Bros., hardwood floor- 
STAFF ing: Norman Adams, murals; Roaddrive, external 
: works; Esavian, sliding deors; and Hills (West 





AY HOUSE | 


| Bromwich) ‘ Presweld” steel frame work, precast 
concrete floor, wall and gutter units, steel windows 
and doors, etc. 


Main 


' Suppliers: Thermacoust, Ltd.. ‘ Therma- 

MASTER} coust*’ woodwool roofing slabs; Gibbons, iron- 

fara es mongery; Light Structures, staircases; Leaderflush, 

a doors; Adamsez, sanitary fittings; Greenwood and 
Airvacs. fans; Econa, copper waste plumbing; 
Meta Mica, ceilings; Troy Joinery, wall benches, etc.; 
and Librace. metal library shelves. 





Plan of typical house block. 


= WOODLANDS SCHOOL, 
COVENTRY 
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CONCRETE AND STRUCTURAL FORM 
The Place of the Architect-Engineer 


PROFESSOR PIER LUIGI NERVI, the Italian architect-engineer, 
has made a special visit to this country, and has delivered a lecture toa 
meeting organised by the Institution of Structural Engineers and the 
Joint Committee on Structural Concrete (representing the Cement and 
Concrete Association, the Prestressed Concrete Development Group 
and the Reinforced Conerete Association) at the Friends’ Meeting 
House, Euston Road, London, on Friday, October 14.) We now give 


extracts from the lecture. 


AM very honoured and deeply grate- 

ful for this opportunity of meeting my 
English colleagues and of talking to them 
about some of the work I have done in 
the course of an already long career as 
designer and constructor. I should make 
it clear that I both designed these works 
and was responsible for their construction 
as partner and technical director in the 
firm which built them. And I must say, 
also, that this opportunity of uniting these 
two aspects of the construction process 
design and execution—which have tended 
more and more to separate into two dis- 
tinct functions, has greatly contributed to 
any success I may have achieved. 


CONTRACT PLACING 

The fact that design and actual con- 
struction could be united in this way was 
due to the method of placing contracts, 
known as the “ competition-tender,” 
which is already fairly widespread and is 
tending to be increasingly used in Italy. 
The method consists in inviting a number 
of firms, known to be well qualified 
from the technical point of view, to sub- 
mit a tender including the actual design 
as well as a price quotation. The design 








Exhibition Hall, Turin. 


is based on an outline provided by the 
commissioning authority and these out- 
lines always allow ample freedom for the 
best architectural and structural solutions 
to the problem. Design and tender are 
sent in as in all normal competitions ol 
this kind. The commissioning authority 
makes separate examinations of the tech- 
nical and the economic data and selects 
the design which seems the most satis- 
factory trom all points of view. 

A design that is good from. the 
aesthetic and technical points of view is 
nearly always sufliciently economical: in 
any case, the commissioning authority has 
full data on which to base a choice and 
may even accept a tender which is not 
the lowest, if the qualities of the desiga 
are such as to outweigh a small differ- 
ence in cost. In some cases, the invitation 
to tender asks for a lump sum contract, 
so that, except for unforeseen circum- 
stances, the commissioning authority 
knows exactly how much the finished 
work will cost. 

The advantages of such a system are 
obvious. Competition stimulates the 
designer-contractor to develop the most 
suitable design from the economic as well 
as from the — technical 
point of view, and 
to study new and more 
efficient building methods 
for its execution. The 
extensive knowledge of 
materials which he pos- 
sesses aS a practical con- 
tractor, his realisation of 
the limitations and diffi- 
culties of the actual execu- 
tion and his study of 
means of overcoming 
them should not only 
ensure a realistic approach 
to the design, but may also 
suggest daring, yet rational 
solutions that might have 
seemed impossible to the 
purely professional de- 
signer. Moreover, the 
designer - contractor can 
carry Out preliminary tests 
and experiments even 
quite costly ones within 
his own — organisation, 
where this would be prac- 
tically impossible for the 
purely professional man. 

It seems to me necessary 
to make these points clear, 
in order to emphasise what 
I consider the most im- 
portant characteristic of 
my works: that they are 
the result of a constant 
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endeavour to find the most efficiey: 
design from the technical and the 
economic point of view. All my designs 
even those that might seem to have beey 
developed on more formalistic lines, are. | 
therefore, the direct result of structural o; 
constructional considerations. 


Moreover, | am deeply convinced 
and this conviction is strengthened by , 
critical appraisal of the most significan; 
architectural works of the past as well qs 
of the present—that the outward appear. 
ance of a good building cannot, and mug 
not, be anything but the visible expression 
of an efficient structural or constructiong 
reality. In other words, form must be 
the necessary result, and not the initiy 
basis, of structure. 


} 
| 
} 
| 


THE FLORENCE STADIUM 


The first important work which m 
firm was commissioned to carry out Was 
the Stadium for the City of Florence. 
built in 1927. The outline given by the 
City’s Technical Department was very 
sketchy; it specified the number of spec- 
tators that the stadium should hold 
(35,000), the dimensions of the covered 
grandstand, the length of the running 
track, the provision of a Marathon tower 
and a few more details of a general 
nature. Essential items, from the archi- 
tectural and economic point of view, 
were the design of the wide-span canopy 
to the grandstand, the open stands, the 
external staircases and the Marathon 
tower. 


The principle of the design for the 
covered stand provides for the equi- 
librium of the whole structure without 
ground anchorage: these anchorages are 
always uneconomical becaus? they in- 
volve the use of large quantities of 
material to counteract the forces trans- 
mitted from the anchorage to the 
ground, through the structure. The vari- 
ation in section of the main ribs is deter- 
mined by the law governing the variation 
of moments. Purely aesthetic consider- 
ations inspired the slight curve of the 
canopy and of the haunching of the main 
ribs. 


An interesting problem was set by the 
outside staircases, which involved con- 
siderable difficulties in construction, and 
which made me realise, for the first time, 
the extent to which the full development 
of reinforced concrete is linked up with 
the problem of timber formwork and its 
inability to adapt itself to curving or 
spiralling surfaces. ] found the exact 
calculation of staircases impossible and I 
therefore limited myself to a calculation 
of this complex, statically indeterminate 
system in terms of simple, statically de- 
terminate elements, and calculated them 
for the greatest stability even at the cost 
of high unit stresses, as I was confident 
that the wonderful plastic qualities ol 
concrete would of themselves bring about 
full and efficient monolithicity between 
the structural elements. Events have fully 
justified my confidence, and the strictest 
acceptance tests and—more important 
time and use, have demonstrated the per- 
fect stability of the structure. 
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“ FERRO-CEMENT ” 

Conditions immediately be- 
fore the war had led me to 
work on a new type of con- 
struction that | called “* ferro- 
coment.” It is based on the 
principle of a very thin, highly 
reinforced slab obtained by 
forcing a very good quality 
cement mortar, made with 
cement and sand, through 
several layers of steel mesh 
and sma!l diameter — bars, 
joined together to form a sec- 
tion only a little thinner than 
the final unit. The mortar was 
placed either by hand or by 
vibration and the results were 
extremely promising, not only 
because of the exceptional 
flexibility, strength and free- 
dom from cracking of the slabs 
so obtained, but even more 
because, the mortar being held 
by the mesh, one could greatly 
simplify the formwork or even 
do away with it altogether. 

This new method was 
devised mainly for the quick and simple 
construction of small ships of a tonnage 
not exceeding 500 tons. In 1943, work 
was started on three motor-transport 
boats for the Italian navy and one sailing 
ship, with auxiliary motor, for private 
industry. 

The events of the war prevented the 
completion of this work, but in 1945 my 
firm built the yacht “Irene” which is 
stil in use and in perfect condition, and 
in 1948 I adapted the method to build a 
40 ft. ketch, the “* Nennele ” for my per- 
sonal use. The hull of the “Irene” is 
+ in. thick, that of the ketch * Nennele ” 
; In, thick. 

These designs, and others, both for the 
ships and buildings, which it would be 
too long to describe, gave me_ the 
necessary experience to attempt, in 1948, 
a much greater work—the roof of the 
Exhibition Hall at Turin. In this case 
again, my firm was invited, along with 
several others, to submit a design and 
tender for the construction of a larg? 
exhibition hall. to replace the Palace o! 
Fashion destroyed during the war. 

The problem was particularly interest- 
ing, not only because of the dimensions 





heheh bi 
Pe ahhh Tt ee. x 
Ye 





* 
<# 
el 
«4 


Project—Aircraft Hangars 


THE BUILDER 





Project 


of the hall (nearly 330 ft. span) but also 
because of the very short time allowed 
for the execution of the work, which was 
to start in September, and had to be 
finished by the end of April. This very 
short time was a real problem in view of 
the difficult climate in Turin. The solution 
I immediately thought of was a structure 
in corrugated “ferro-cement,” which 
would attain the necessary stability by 
virtue of the corrugations and would en- 
able us to use precasting, as in the case 
of the hangars, and to manufacture the 
roof units while the floors and supporting 
structure Were being built. 

On this basis | designed a roof struc- 
ture with corrugations of about 8 ft. span, 
divided into units about 13 ft. long. The 
units were to be made of * ferro-cement ” 
in order to be as light as possible (thick- 
ness 14 in.) and would be rendered mono- 
lithic by reinforced concrete ribs cast in 
situ, and located at the peaks and troughs 


of the corrugations. In this way the 
“ferro-cement”’ units would act = as 


junction units between the in situ ribs 
which in turn would take over the main 
structural work. The units are closed 
at each end by stiffening diaphragms, and 





at Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
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Naples Central Station, 


adjacent units are joined together by a 
14 in. thickness of mortar placed in situ. 

The casting of the units proceeded with- 
out any difficulty and without the need 
for double formwork, as would have been 
the case with ordinary reinforced con- 
crete. Because of the richness of the 
mortar (800 kg. of best quality cement 
to | cu. m. of sand) the units could be 
de-moulded in either two or three days, 
according to the outside temperature. 
Lifting and placing the units proceeded 
regularly and enabled about 3.230 sq. ft. 
of roof to be completed each day. The 
construction took place in three stages, 
to get the fullest possible use from the 
movable formwork. 

The corrugated roof was connected to 
the main supporting columns (which are 
at 24 ft. 74 in. centres) by fan-shaped 
“ ferro-cement ” units springing from in- 
clined reinforced concrete elements. 

VAULT CONSTRUCTION 

For the design of the 130 ft. diameter 
half-dome at the end of the main Exhi- 
bition Hall in Turin | used a method, 
based on precast units, which | had 
studied and actually used, though on 
small-scale structures, immediately after 
the war. This method had also been in- 
spired by the nezd for economising in 
timber, which was extremely scarce in 
Italy at that time. 

The method is suitable for the con- 
struction of vaults or domes and consists 
in filling the space to be covered with 
precast units measuring approximately 
6 ft. 6 in. by 13 ft. The units are cast 
in concrete moulds which in turn are 
constructed on a model reproducing a 
section of the vault or dome to be built. 
The edges of each unit are so shaped that 
when placed side by side they form 
channels about 4 in. wide between the 
units, which are filled with in situ rein- 
forced concrete and form a network of 
supporting ribs that completes the struc- 
tural system. The units are made of 
“ferro-cement”™” and are } in. thick. 


During erection they are supported on 
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scaffolding and require no actual form- 
work. 

The units may be made in any shape 
and, provided allowance is made for the 
formation of the ribs, they lend them- 
selves readily to the expression of any 
architectural form. 

One year later, the organizing body in 
charge of the Turin’ Exhibition Hall 
asked my firm to submit another design 
and tender for a new hall, measuring 180 
ft. by 540 ft. to be built close to the main 
hall. Again, the time allowed for com- 
pletion was very short as the work was 
to be started in November, and had to 
be ready before the end of March. 

It was again necessary to use precasting 
which could conveniently be carried out 
in the basement of the adjoining main 


hall. My design was for a hipped vault, 
supported by four arches on a sloping 
plane with a slope’ corresponding 


approximately to the thrust of the vault. 
For the construction of the vault, 1 
decided to use the same method as for 
the half -dome in the main exhibition 
building, covering the required area with 
precast units placed in rows parallel to 
the angles of the roof and allowing for 
a strip of glazing round the edges to 
provide day-lighting. To obtain this day- 
lighting, the units in this part of the roof 
consisted only of the channels which 
formed the ribs. 

For the surrounding flat-roofed portion, 
which spans 33 ft., | designed a system 
of corrugated beams in “* ferro-cement,” 
precast at the same time as the vault units. 
These beams are placed side by side and 


finished with a lightweight screed. Erec- 
tion proved very quick and easy. The 
beams in question are } in. thick at the 


top. increasing to 1} in. at the soilit to 
provide room for the necessary reinforce- 
ment. They were cast in concrete moulds 
which, in turn, had been made in a 
plaster mould. The visible underside ot 
the beam, which is in contact with the 
form during casting, is perfectly regular 
and smooth, with a perfection of surface 


Ostia Kursaal, near Rome. 


that could never be obtained by any ol 
the usual finishing processes. 

This method of construction is) very 
adaptable; | have used it many times for 
curved structures and always with excel 
lent results. 

FREEDOM IN DESIGN 

A new method for the construction of 
roots, based on “ ferro-cement ” moulds 
mounted on travelling scaffolding, mov 
able both horizontally and vertically, 
which | designed in connection with an 
important competition, enabled me to 
free the construction of the ribbed roof 
from the restrictions imposed by timber 
formwork. This new freedom made it 
possible, not only to profile and position 
the main and secondary beams according 
to constructional convenience, but also 
to design roofs with ribs located along the 





isostatic lines of the principal bending 
moments, a design which makes. possibj. 
strict adherence to the laws of staties and 
therefore, makes the most cllicient use 
the materials. 

It is interesting to Observe the harmoy; 
ous effect and the aesthetically  satisfyj 
result of the interplay of ribs placed jp 
this) way a clear reminder of the 
mysterious affinity to be found betwee 
physical laws and our own senses, 

These observations, you will notice, 4 
point to the fundamental importance » 
purely constructional problems in the 
design of reinforced concrete structures 
Phe buildings which -T have had th: 
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pleasure of describing would, in th 
main, have been impossible to build j 
the method of construction had not bee 
studied from beginning to 
integral part of the design. 

I also want to emphasise that the fy 
development of reinforced concrete, 
only from the engineering, but also fro) 
the architectural point of view, is closely 
linked to a gradual liberation from the 
restrictions imposed by timber formwork 
which in fact obliges the designer to con 
form to the pattern of timber constructio; 
and is in direct opposition to the plasticit 
of form that is the most important struc 


end as ul 


tural and architectural characteristic o 
reinforced concrete. | believe that pre 
casting, the use of “ ferro-cement,” and 


methods of roof construction with travel 
ling * ferro-cement * formwork, may be « 
not unimportant step in this direction, 
In closing, | should like to mention the 
contribution that reinforced concrete has 
made to the development of present-day 
tendencies in architecture, After the first 
unfortunate attempts to adapt the new 
material to the structural forms. of 
masonry or timber, reinforced concrete, 
spurred on by technical requirements and 
by its own unlimited possibilities, turned 
very quickly towards new structural forms 
which to the surprise of their inventors 
themselves, were found to 
inherent beauty of their own. 
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UNESCO Building, Paris. 
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CONSTRUCTURAL 
ARCHITECTURE 

It can be said that the most charac 
teristic architectural forms of reinforced 
concrete in these last few years have been 
at once the cause and the consequence ol 
, widespread orientation towards a 
senuinely constructional — architecture, 
which has very quickly reached every 
country and every aspect of construction. 
Perhaps, because we are taking part in 
it ourselves, We do not sufliciently realise 
how profound is the change between the 
architectural concept of the first part cf 
this century and of the present day, and 
how important it is to have freed archi 
tecture from a complex of rules and tradi- 
tions which, however much they corres 
ponded to structural reality at the time 
of their inception, have gradually lost 
any significance and become a. sterile 
formalism. 

The present moment in architecture ts 
full of promise, but the danger of slip 
ping into structural formalism should 
never be overlooked: alarming symptoms 
of it can already be seen in the architec 
tural work illustrated in the periodicals of 
all countries. This derives from the fact 
that too often, through a lack of unde 
standing of its structural and construc- 
tional essence, a structure is considered 
solely on the basis of its external appear- 
ance—Wwhich people try to adapt to a 
variety of different problems both as 
regards dimensions and strength.’ 

The result is always unfortunate. [am 
absolutely certain that the prime condi- 
tion of architectural expression in a struc- 
ture is the correctness and, I might say, 
the inevitability of its structural design. 
Constructional complications, or designs 
that require structural acrobatics, are 
always a sign of a false structural con- 
ception even to the untrained eye of the 
non-technical observer. 

A consideration of this danger brings 
us to what, to my mind, is now the most 
important problem in architecture: the 
training of the architect of tomorrow. To 
deal worthily with the ever more ambi- 
tious architectural projects of the near 
future the architect must possess — and 
synthesise in himself —esthetic sensibility. 
profound understanding of | structural 
needs, and a precise knowledge of the 
methods, possibilities and limitations of 
constructional techniques. 

THE COMPLETE ARCHITECT 

The organisation of a course of studies 
which could in a reasonable number of 
years provide such a wide and varied 
training is certainly a very difficult 
problem. But if we cannot by suitable 
training succeed in uniting in the young 
-onstructor artistic sensibility, technical 
wisdom and knowledge of — building 
methods, the hopes of the new architec- 
ture will be to a great extent frustrated. 

Meanwhile, until such time as the 
training of the complete architect can be 
achieved, good results can be obtained 
through the sincere collaboration of 
different people. each contributing the 
Specific knowledge lacked by the others. 
Architect, engineer and constructor can. 
In this way, bring about that union of 
art and science that is necessary to the 
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solution of any constructional problem. 

In the last few years | have had the 
opportunity of collaborating with archi- 
tects of great capacities and artistic 
sensibility, in the conception and develop- 
ment of several outstanding projects, and 
I must say that this collaboration has 
been carried out with mutual satisfaction 
and with results which | consider inter- 
esting. | would mention in this connection 
the UNESCO building in Paris, in which 
| collaborated with the architects Breue: 
and Zehrfuss; the Pirelli offices in Milan, 
a notable architectural conception by the 
architects Ponti, Fornaroli, and Rosselli, 
studied in collaboration with Professor 
Danusso, and engineers Valtolina and 
DallOrto: the project for the new Central 
Station at Naples, carried out in colla- 
boration with the architect Vaccaro 

I have also observed that the contri- 


RIGHTS AND DUTIES 
IUA 


pul document, * Rights and Duties ol 

the Architect.” reproduced below, was 
discussed and approved by the General 
Assembly of the International Union of 
Architects, when it met last July at The 
Hague. 

Phe idea of a “contrat 
somewhat alien to English thought and 
the phraseology of the document ts not 
that which an English architect would use 
in defining the rights and duties inherent 
in the practice of architecture. None 
theless, the document is of interest as a 
serious attempt by architects from all 
over the world (the Russian and Cuban 
delegations introduced amendments) to 
arrive at a common statement of the re 
sponsibilities implicit in the relationship 
between their profession and the com 
munity in general. 

It is hoped that the document will be of 
especial value as a basis for the setting up 
of professional standards in those present 
and prospective members of the Union in 
which the profession is at present less 
well established than it is in most 
European countries. Following is a 
translation: 

THe practice of architecture varies 
widely according to circumstances. Some 
architects practise as private professional 
men, others are to a greater or lesser ex- 
tent in the service of their government o1 
of private and public institutions, others 
again are responsible for the execution 
of their own designs. 

In spite of this, it seems both possible 
and desirable to draw up certain rules 
that may be universally applicable, and 
in so doing, the IUA hopes to demon- 
strate the unity of the architectural pro- 
fession throughout the world through the 
promulgation of this charter as a step 
towards the complete fulfilment of its 


task. 


social es 


The Architects Place in 
the Community 

one whose mastery 
of the art of building as an expression of 
life qualifies him to create and vitalise 
the places where men live and work. 

If he is to express the aspirations, and 
minister to the needs of his age, he must 


A. An architect is 
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bution of technical-constructional know- 
ledge is only effective if it is brought 
into collaboration with the architect from 
the inception of the scheme; as with living 
creatures, it is very difficult to eliminate 
in the development stages any initial 
deficiency or malformation. 

It is clear that the whole field of con- 
struction. which stretches from the 
cultural formation of the architect on the 
one hand to the industrial organisation 
of construction on the other, is in a state 
of rapid and progressive development 
which demands a bringing up to date ot 
both ideas and techniques. All the efforts 
of those who have at heart the progress 
of architecture will still be inadequate to 
define, to study and to solve so many and 
such complex problems. 


2 renorted in a 


followed, and = will 


issuc 


on the paner 
forthcoming 


Discussion 
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laration 


have both knowledge and understanding 
of the human situation in its widest sense, 


while showing a constant regard for 
economic realities, and for all other rele 
vant factors. 

He should see his work as a contri- 


bution to an overall plan into which he 
must introduce at every level both 
liveliness and orderliness. 

rom this point of view, architecture 
and town planning are seen to be com 
plementary activities. 

The architect should) endeavour to 
develop continuously in) technical com 
petence and artistic ability as well as in 
experience. 

B. In return it is desirable that society, 
recognising the fundamental nature of 
the architect's work, should provide such 
legal protection as the profession needs in 
order to function in a proper manner. 

This can be achieved either by improv 
ing existing legislation or by introducing 
new legislation inspired by professional 
ideals conformable to the aims of the 
IUA. 

Such legislation should be designed to 
establish or to define more particularly : 

(a) The qualifications necessary for 
the practice of architecture; 

(b) The best means of achieving a 
sound architectural education and of 
preventing the entry into the pro 
fession of unqualified persons: 

(c) The rules of conduct required to 
ensure a high moral standard for the 
profession; 

(d) The penalties to be attached to 
such regulations. 

C. Apart from legal enactments, 
national professional organisations 
should draw up such regulations as may 
serve to promote a spirit of comradeship. 
They should impose on their members a 
professional code based on the following 
general principles, each organisation be- 
ing free to give them a narrower inter- 
pretation where it is thought desirable. 

D. Whatever the form of his practice 
the architect must not lose sight of the 
fundamental nature of his calling. Thus, 
through his work, he will contribute to 
the advancement of mankind. 
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Rights and Duties of the Architect 


1. The architect should place at the 
disposal of his client all his knowledge. 
experience and application in submitting 
proposals, in supervising works and in 
any help or advice he may be called upon 
to give 


2. He should devote himself whole- 
heartedly to the interests of his client in 
so far as they are not inconsistent with 
what he conceives to be his duty to his 
profession nor with the interests of the 
community as a whole. 

3. The growth of an architect’s practice 
should depend on merit; he should not 
be permitted to advertise nor should he 
ever have or acquire an improper com- 
mercial interest, 

4. He should not take any action that 
might damage, directly or indirectly, a 
fellow-architect; he should try to remain 
objective and courteous in criticising the 


work of his colleagues, and to accept 
criticism of his own work in the same 
spirit. 


5. He should not plagiarise nor depart 
in any way from the principles accepted 
by artists in their relations with one 
another. 

6. If he employs assistants or directs 
their work he should give them the bene- 
fit of his experience and help them in 
their efforts to reach a position commen- 
surate with their abilities, both personally 
and within the framework of his 
professional organisation. 


7. He should retain the full copyright 
of his designs in accordance with inter- 
national conventions and the laws and 
customs of his own country. 


8. His professional training should 
qualify him to direct and co-ordinate all 
the building trades, including those con- 
cerned with the prefabrication of build- 
ing components and equipment. 


9. If he seeks collaboration from 
artists, engineers or other specialists he 
should define at the outset their respec- 
tive rights, duties and responsibilities. 

10. He should use his moral authority 


to maintain harmonicus relations between 
all those involved in the design and exe- 


cution of his work, and should enable 
them to appreciate something of its 


intention and the spirit in which it has 
been conceived. 

11. He is entitled to a fair and proper 
reward for the services he renders, in the 
form of a fee or salary, to the exclusion 
of any commission or profit, this prin- 
ciple being taken to cover the value to 
the community of all original ideas. 

If he collaborates with industry in the 
development of new processes or methods 
of construction he is equally entitled to 
remuneration in accordance with scales 
to be determined by the national 
organisation. 

12: Any new form of professional 
practice must be based on the principles 
set out in this code. 

The Hague, July, 1955. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE 


‘Very Tall” Buildings Foreseen 


N outline of the 
gramme of the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology, at Kensington, was 
given by the Rector, Dr. R. P. Linstead, 
in his inaugural address on October 11. 

As briefly reported in our last issue. Dr. 
LINSTEAD said that altogether £1m. worth 
of capital work was completed or in hand, 
but all those proiects were essentially addi- 
tions to existing buildings, and the present 
record total of 2,066 students had only been 
achieved by “squeezing.” Future plans 
would provide for 3,000 students, and they 
would have to think of a unit as large as 
the Universities of Birmingham, Liverpool 
or Leeds. This had to be fitted into the 
island site of 16 acres (i.c., the rectangle 
enclosed by  Exhibition-road, Imperial 
Institute-road, Prince Consort-road and 
Queen’s-gate), certain parts of which would 
not be availabie. 

Dr. Linstead continued: We have to erect 
buildings which can house these great num- 
bers and which are functionally designed 
for curious and exacting tasks. They must 
contain the most up-to-date laboratories in 
the world; they must accommodate the 
complex instruments and machines _ of 
modern science and technology. Space must 
be provided for lecture theatres, and work- 
shops, for calculating machines and _ sSteri- 
lisers. for radioactive sources and wind 
tunnels. All this means, it can only mean, 
very large functional buildings. These will 
not be “modern” in the vulgar sense that 
they will astonish our neighbours and clash 
with the pleasant legacies of the past, but 
they will be contemporary in that they will 
perform, without fuss or exaggeration, but 
we hope not without elegance, a compli- 
cated and necessary task of our times. 

For the preparation of the general sketch 
plans for the central site and the buildings 
which are to arise on it, Messrs. Norman 
and Dawbarn have been our architects. We 
are most grateful to Mr. Graham Dawbarn 
for the admirable plans which he has pre- 
pared. Many of these are now being trans- 
lated into detailed drawings for individual 
buildings. We hope that it will be possible 
to publish the architectural plans soon. 

But while the plan cannot be shown in 
detail, it is not difficult to see what must 
of necessity be the broad shape of things 
to come. The vast floor space needed can 
only be provided by growing upwards or 
by spreading sideways. But there is no real 
choice. as the site is not large enough for 
a sprawl of low buildings. Open spaces 
must be kept so that the buildings shall 
receive good light and that wherever pos- 
sible there shall be a pleasant prospect from 
the windows. There must be means of 
access for all with a right to access, whether 
for fire engines or freshmen. All this leads 
to certain obligatory conclusions which are 
not matters of choice, but which arise logic- 
ally out of the premises; these are that the 
buildings must be (a) large, (b) functional, 
and (c) some of them must be very tall. 

In the developed site we will hope to 
agreeable courts and terraces falling 
into their natural places in the pattern. 
The project is a challenge of which we 
shall not be afraid. knowing that the college 


Some * 


future building pro- 
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our hope that on this plot of land, dedicate 
more than a century ago to the advancemen 
of science and the useful arts, there Wi 
grow up an even greater society, embodyin 
the virtues of the old, typifying the spi: 
of our times, and reaching out into 4, 
future 


is greater than the sum of its parts, It 


NEW HOMES FOR OLD 


Demonstration at Leeds 


MR. WILLIAM DEEDES, Parliamey 
tary Secretary to the Ministry 9 
Housing and Local Government, speak 
ing on October 11, at Leeds C ivic Hall ; 
connection with the opening of the “ Ney 
Homes for Old ” demonstration at Loyjs. 
street (shown on facing page), appeals’ 
to local authorities not to underrate the 
very important place which the work 0 
improving the older houses in the count 
should hold among the major housing 
pre-occupations, 
Two million houses had been built sinc: 


the war, he said, and the country was abou! 
to embark on clearing one million. slums 
Midway between those two achievement 


there lay the even more formidable prob- 
lems of the houses which were out of date 
“About one-third of all the houses j; 
England and Wales are said to lack the basic 
amenities which we now accept as indispens- 
able to any home,” Mr. Deedes said. “ Here, 
the figure will certainly not be less than one 
third, and you have the additional problen 
of the back-to-back houses. To conceive of 
its solution in terms of re-housing those in 
volved is totally unrealistic. 

* Changes in the social pattern and habits 
of our people, greatly accelerated by tw 
world wars, have far outstripped ou 
physical resources. It is this situation which 
tempts us to try to do too much at once 
We have got to cut our coat according to 
our cloth. That is the significance of wha 
we seek to do by converting and improving | 
those houses which have structurally man 
useful years of life ahead. 

~The number of houses being improved 





with the aid of Government grant is cer 
tainly rapidly increasing. About 50.00 
grants have so far been made. The 


number has doubled in the last six months, 
Two months ago grants were being given @ 

the rate of about 1,000 a week. Satisfactory 
but nothing to be complacent about when 
measured against the size of the problem 
bearing in mind there are still dwellings | 
be measured, not in thousands, but in hun 
dreds of thousands, urgently in need of im 
provement and conversion. 

* Let me now add a word about the back- 
to-back house problem which bears particu 
larly heavily not only on Leeds but man) 
of the surrounding towns. I would like t 
pay a tribute to Leeds for the pioneer work 
which the City has done in this difficult field 
For two years they have been carrying oul 
tests. The main difficulty is providing ade- 
quate ventilation. As a result of the exper 
ments here it has been shown that ventila- 
tion can be brought up to acceptable stan 
dards at very little cost. As a result we can 
now approve a number of grants for the im 
provement of soundly built back-to-back 
houses. That does not mean that we want 
to preserve unfit back-to-back houses. 0! 
course each case must be looked at carefull) 
on its merits. Many will be included in the 
slum clearance programme, but there are 
many others with a lifetime of well ove 
fifteen years and we cannot do without them 
Every house now saved from decay meats 
one less new house to be built.” 
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Passage converted into kitchen. 





Bathroom before conversion. Bathroom after conversion. 





Bedroom before conversion. Bedroom after conversion, showing new window. 


Seen above are photographs of conversion work now being shown in Leeds as an example of the 
manner in which large out-of-date houses have heen converted into modern self-contained maisonettes. The demonstration (opened 
by the Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Local Government, whose remarks are reported on facing page) consists 
of four houses Nos. 72 to 78, Louis-street. The first is untouched, and shows what all the properties were like before work started. 
Two houses have each been converted into two maisonettes. The other house is being used to illustrate further examples of improvement 
schemes for which grants have been paid, including improvements to hack-to-back houses. There are 150,000 back-to-back houses 
in the West Riding, of which 88,000 must come into slum clearance programmes as soon as possible. Experiments by Leeds City 
Council have shown that in suitable cases soundly built back-to-back houses can be improved by introducing adequate ventilation and 
adding such amenities as bathroom and indoor w.c. Such houses are now eligible for improvement grants. 


HOUSE CONVERSION, LEEDS: 








View of the front entrance. 


REHOUSING OF “THE CANNON,” AT CANNON STREET, EC4 


Architects: KENNETH LINDY, JOSEPH HILL & PARTNERS 


{rchitect-in-Charge 
E. A. FOSBURY, ARIBA 





Quantity Surveyors 
CRUMP AND PARTNERS 


Builders 
F. G. MINTER, LTD. 








‘ ie existing licensed premises stood on the corner 

of Cannon-street and Walbrook, and_ their 
demolition became necessary for the erection of a new 
multi-storey block of offices. 

To comply with licensing requirements, it was 
necessary that the new licensed premises, planned 
within the new office block, should be completed and 
functioning before the old ** Cannon ” were demolished. 
As the existence of these old premises impeded work 
on the new offices, it was desirable that the contract 
should be completed with all possible speed. 

The contract period of six weeks, from taking over 
the brick and concrete carcase to the final completion, 
was Only possible by a large degree of prefabrication. 

The licensed premises, containing no domestic 
accommodation, comprise, on the ground floor, a : 
public bar, saloon bar and lavatories for both sexes | : 
with a small manager’s office. The basement, extend- eee 
ing through to the service road at the rear, contains a 
large beer cellar, wine and spirit store, heating chamber, 
food preparation room, staff rest room and lavatory 
accommodation. 

Top light was available over the rear portion of the 














saloon bar and its lavatories which, together with the ¢eamlamrcomaesnd 
front windows and entrance, comprised the only said 
natural lighting and ver tilation, entailing a consider- Scote of Fees 





able degree of mechanic! ventilating equipment. elated 
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Public bar. 


The whole of the internal services are self-contained 
within the licensed premises, and deliveries are brought 
in down the rolling way from the service road at the rear. 

The saloon bar has linoleum tile floor with a com- 
bined terrazzo cigarette trough and footrail. Wall 
panelling is in walnut with moulded vertical strips 
in sycamore. The counter front is also in walnut with 
a black plastic stubbing band, and the top is finished 
in a cream plastic with a walnut nosing. Walnut and 
sycamore were used for the back fitting, the upper 
portion being relieved with mirrors. The public bar 
panelling, seating, and counter front are in oak with a 
thermo-plastic tile floor. 

The general contractors were responsible for the 
entrance front joinery, panelling, fixed seating, radiator 
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casings, fibrous plaster work and decorations. The 
other sub-contractors and suppliers were as follows: 


Counters, beer engines, wash-ups, back fittings and office, 
Gaskell and Chambers (London), Ltd.; metal work and 
signs to front, Culford Art Metal Co.; beer hoist, Aldous 
and Campbell, Ltd.; ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; 
terrazzo paving, Marriot and Price, Ltd.; linoleum and 
semastic floor tiling, Semtex, Ltd.; wall tiling, Carter and 
Co., Ltd.; ventilation, heating, hot and cold water, gas 
installation, plumbing and drainage, Ellis (Kensington), 
Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Doulton and O’Brien Thomas 
(London), Ltd.; electrical installation and bells, Bower 
Engineering Works (Electrical and General), Ltd., and 
Berkeley Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd.; upholstering and 
furniture, M. R. Smith (Putney), Ltd.; gas fittings, William 
Sugg and Co., Ltd. 


REHOUSING OF *\ THE CANNON,” AT CANNON STREET, EC4 


BY 





A fe hel od 


dae 


View in saloon bar looking towards entrance. 
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News of the Week 
ARCHITECT FOR GATWICK 
MR. BOYD-CARPENTER, Minister 
*"~ of Transport and Civil Aviation, has 
appointed Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA, of 
Messrs. Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardall, 
of London, to be the architect for the 
Gatwick Airport scheme, in collaboration 
with Messrs. Frederick S. Snow and 
Partners, the consulting engineers for the 
work. 

It is understood that tenders for the 
diversion of the main and side roads and 
streams and the construction of bridges 
entailed in the development of the air- 
port are being examined. Demolition 
work on houses will start this year, and 
constructional work on the airport will 
be put in hand next spring. 

CITY ARCHITECT'S POST 

REVISED conditions for the appoint- 
ment of a City Architect came before 
the Common Council of the City of 
London yesterday (October 20). The 
appointment is to be advertised at a 
salary of £3,500 a year, and to qualify 
for the post applicants must be either 
fellows or associates of the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects. 

The City Architect will be the head of 
the City planning office and be a means 
of liaison between architects and deve- 
lopers and all authorities involved in the 
reconstruction of the City of London. 
He will advise the corporation on all 
general architectural matters, except 
those specifically assigned to any in- 
dependent architect who may be com- 
missioned in connection with corporation 
building projects. There is to be no age 
limit. Five candidates will be placed on 
a short list and appear before the Court 
for the final selection. 

Those architects who were on the pre- 
vious short list for City Architect will 
have to re-apply if they still wish to be 
considered for the post. 

MINISTER’S ADVISER 

Mr. Duncan Sanpys, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, said on 
Tuesday that he had decided to appoint 
Lieutenant-General Sir Humfrey Gale, 
chairman of the Basildon Development 
Corporation, to advise and assist him in 
securing speedier progress in the promo- 
tion of schemes for relieving the conges- 
tion of population in the large built-up 
areas. The method adopted would be 
the expansion of small existing towns in 
the surrounding country. 

Details of the deputation on decen- 
tralisation received by the Minister on 
Tuesday are given on page 695. 
ARCHITECT HONOURED 

THE French Ambassador has conferred 
the distinction of Chevalier de la Légion 
d’Honneur on Professor H. O. Corfiato, 
FSA, FRIBA, SADG, architect of the 
French Church of Notre Dame which 
was opened and consecrated on Sunday 
last. 

NORTHERN AA MEDAL 

THE RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal 

for the Northern Architectural Associa- 
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tion area for the three-year period ending 
December 31, 1954, has been awarded to 
Messrs. S. W. Milburn and Partners for 
the Design and Research building of 
Messrs. C. A. Parsons & Co., Heaton 
Works, Newcastle upon Tyne. 


MODERNISATION CLAUSE 

A SPECIAL clause in Birmingham Cor- 
poration’s agreement with Harrods, the 
London firm which plans to build a 
multi-storey store in the centre of Bir- 
mingham, will create a precedent en- 
abling the City Council to demand 
modernisation of premises every 25 
years. This was stated by Cllr. J. S. 
Meadows, chairman of the City Coun- 
cil’s estates committee, during a recent 
tour of the city by committee members. 

Although it was unlikely that the 
clause would be needed in connection with 
a large concern like Harrods, he said, it 
would be a useful precedent in planning 
future developments. Under the clause 
the City Council can make sure that 
necessary improvements are made to pre- 
mises, keeping new buildings in Birming- 
ham’s centre up-to-date. 


THE RIBA FORM 


THE Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions has appointed Mr. Walter Isaac, 
Town Clerk of Macclesfield, and Mr. 
D. J. Howe, Borough Engineer of 
Brighton, to serve on the Joint Contracts 
Tribunal. 


JUNIOR RICS DINNER 


THE ANNUAL dinner of the RICS Junior 
Organisation is this year to be held at 
the Apothecaries’ Hall, EC4, on Friday, 
October 28, and the guests are to include 
Mr. J. Chuter Ede and Mr. L. M. D. de 
Silva, QC. The cost of the tickets is 
£2 2s. inclusive, and applications enclos- 
ing remittances should be addressed to 
the Honorary Secretary of the Junior 
Organisation at the Institution, 12 Great 
George-street, WI. 


AN APPOINTMENT 


THE Building Surveyors’ Institute have 
appointed Mr. A. S. Charlton, MIOB, 
ARSanl, as honorary national technical 
education liaison _ officer. By _ this 
appointment the Institute look forward 
to taking a share of the interest and 
encouragement necessary in the work of 
preparing young men to become good 
and efficient building surveyors, thus 
helping to uplift the status of this section 
of the building industry. 


BUILDERS’ HELP SOUGHT 


BIRKENHEAD CORPORATION is inviting 
more builders to assist them with ideas 
and estimates for the erection of a 
10-storey block of flats which is expected 
to cost about £500,000. The matter was 
raised at the Council meeting when Cllr. 
J. Kennedy wanted to know why it had 
been necessary to seek the help of 
builders which might mean more expense. 

He was told by Cllr. F. Williams, chair- 
man of the housing committee, that the 
work was so huge that it was felt they 
should explore every avenue to get the 
best value for their money. They hoped 
to get the benefit of builders not only 
on Merseyside, but throughout Great 
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Britain. |The firms who had tender 
could revise their tenders if they wish ) 
ACCIDENT PREVENTION 

Tue London Industrial Accident Pre. 
vention Group (affiliated to the Roya 
Society for the Prevention of Accident) 
are to hold their annual conference 9, 
October 28, in Guildhall, in the Presence 
of the Lord Mayor of London, supporig 
by Sir Walter Monckton, Minister 4 
Labour and National Service, Sir Georg: 
Barnett, HM Chief Inspector of Factories 
and Sir Howard Roberts, president of th 
Royal Society for the Prevention 9 
Accidents. 

Three leading industrialists, Sir Eway 
Smith, Deputy Chairman of Imperia 
Chemical Industries, Ltd., and chairmay 
of the British Productivity Council; Mr 
A. E. Amor, deputy managing director of 
Kodak, Ltd., and Mr. P. E. Trench, 
managing director of Bovis, Ltd., wil 
speak on various aspects of accident pre. 
vention related to production. 












































































PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. BARNES, CHALLEN & Cross, architects and 
engineers, have acquired the practice of the late 
Arthur H. Russell, of 9, Duke Street-hill, London 
Bridge, SE1. The whole of the practice is now trans. 
ferred to 96, Gloucester-place, London, W1, in the 
sole name of MEssRs. BARNES, CHALLEN & Cross, 


Messrs. WHEELER, RUMBLE & PARTNERS, chartered 
quantity surveyors, of London and Brighton, wish to 
announce that Mr. F. J. Nicott, DFC, ARICS, 
AIArb, formerly in practice at Stevenage, has joined 
the firm as a junior partner. A_new office is being 
opened in partnership with Mr. Nicoll at 30, London- 
road, Stevenage, Herts. (tel.: Stevenage 1082), under 
the style of Messrs. WHEELER, RUMBLE & NICOLL 
Trade catalogues will be welcomed at this address. 


Mr. D. Harvey-Browne, ARICS, and Mr. K. E 
PARKER, ARICS, have entered into partnership. The 
style and address of the firm will be Messrs. Parker 
& Browne, Chartered Quantity Surveyors, 7! 
Wimpole-street, London, WI (tel.: Welbeck 1470) 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, October 20, 1855 


WHO WILL EXPLAIN?—Tenders for con- 
structing the roads on the Temperance 
Permanent Land and Building Society's 
estate, at Stratford, Essex; Mr. William 
Ellison, surveyor: 





Geo. Boys £1,017 00 
C. Hawkes 650 00 
J. Baum 550 00 
King and Mills 475 00 
J. Ellis 458 10 0 
P. Pound 426 00 
Jas. Stemp 325 150 
E. Hughes 315 100 
G. Rogers 295 00 
J. Manning 274 100 
W. Davis (accepted) 245 00 
T. Gardiner 230 00 


SCALE OF FEES 
Increase for State-aided Housing 


Tue RIBA, which has been in negotiation 
with the Local Authorities’ Associations, has | 
reached agreement for an overall increase 
of 20 per cent. in the scale of architects 
fees for State-aided housing schemes. 
Negotiations are to continue in regard to 
an adjustment of the number of different 
designs to be required in relation to the 
number of houses in a commission, and 
also the possibility of some further adjust 
ment in fees for commissions involving less 
than 100 houses. 
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Pulverised Fuel Ash 


AN EXHIBITION AT THE RIBA 
(By a Special Correspondent) 


HE building industry is traditionally 
the absorber of other industries’ 
wastes. Pulverised fuel ash (PFA) has 
been one of the embarrassing by-products 
of the making of electricity by steam 
when coal has been the source of heat, 
and it was embarrassing because there 
was a great deal of it—two million tons 
4 year, which is enough to fill Olympia 
once a month—and there was no 
organised use for it. It had, as they say, 
a negative value. a 

In recent years the Central Electricity 
Authority has directed some of its 
efforts to the conversion of this asset 
from negative to positive value, and some 
of the uses which are being found for it 
lie, as one might expect, in building 
materials. | Architects and builders are 
naturally interested in what goes into the 
products they use, and should be grateful 
to the Authority for a pleasant and in- 
formative little exhibition which is 
displayed at the RIBA — unfortunately 
until this evening only—and shows some 
of the properties and products of PFA as 
well as something of the research and 
development now in hand at various 
laboratories, including their own and the 
Building Research Station. 

The ash itself is the residue of pul- 
verised coal, and the term “ pulverised ” 
relates to the coal and not to the residue, 
for this emerges from the combustion 
chambers as a fine spherical-fused dust 
needing no further crushing. 


LINES OF DEVELOPMENT 


Some of the spheres are hollow, sug- 
gesting at once the possibilities of reduced 
weight and increased insulation, but these 
are not the only promising lines of 
thought. There are, in fact, at present 


four attractive avenues of development: 
(a) to form a lightweight aggregate, 
by sintering: 


(b) to mix with clay to produce 
bricks; 

(c) to make concrete type building 
blocks; and 

(d) to replace part of the cement or 
sand in concrete. 


The formation of a lightweight aggre- 
gate sounds unspectacular, and no doubt 
the product looks it, but it is likely to be 
important. Since the last war the demands 
for efficient heat insulation have gone up 
tremendously with rises in fuel costs and 
in the standards of heating now sought, 
and alongside this has come an urgent 
need to reduce the weight in buildings 
in order to reduce costs. Lightweight 
aggregates are key materials either way. 
Clinker has done some of the jobs but 
cannot do them all, and in any case there 
is not enough of it to meet the demands. 
PFA lends itself very readily to these 
purposes. Processing is simplicity itself, 
and with very little effort it can be 
formed into hard-burned pellets }-} in. 
across. The process products are to be 
seen in the exhibition. 

From this stage it can be used in 
several ways, the most obvious of which 
are as a direct replacement of part or 
whole of the aggregate in concrete (with 
half the weight and some loss of load- 
bearing capacity) and in various forms of 
blocks. The exhibition indicates that we 
are on the edge of the commercial stage 
of this development. 

Brickmaking is not so far advanced, 
but in some ways could be as important. 
Several kinds of brick, made mainly in 
experimental quantities, are displayed, 
and some are as handsome for facing 
work as one could ask. Fortunately the 
quality of the bricks can be good also, 
probably in some ways better than manv 
existing bricks. 

In brickmaking the ash would take the 
place of anything from 60 to 90 per cent. 





Sintered PFA lightweight floor under test at Messrs. John Laing’s laboratory 
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of the,clay, and several of the examples 
are near the higher figure, at about 8§ 


per cent. The significance of this would 
seem to be that it may often be more sen- 
sible to take the clay to the source of 
ash for manufacture, and therefore to 
make bricks at power stations, rather than 
to move the ash to existing brickworks— 
though the Authority says the latter need 
not be difficult. Perhaps the most signifi- 
cant point is that some of the biggest 
sources of ash are, or will be, in regions 
where attractive facing bricks are not 
easy to find, such as Birmingham and 
Scotland. 


NEED FOR UNIFYING ACTION 


From the leaflet one gets at the Exhi- 
bition, the impression is conveyed that 
the Authority vaguely hopes that some- 
one else will build any new brickworks 
at the power stations, though it is stated 
that plans for one at Rye House, near 
Hoddesdon, Herts, are being drawn. The 
danger for the building industry, if this 
is left to chance, is that the Authority will 
get rid of its ash the easiest way it can, 
and that may well not be for bricks 
where bricks are urgently needed. The 
Authority is a public body, and it has a 
responsibility in a case of this kind to 
consult the building and architectural 
sides of the industry—its market—about 
the best products to make and where, and 
not just leave things to chance. 

Mixing ash in concrete as a replace- 
ment for about 20 per cent. of the cement 
is now widespread in America. The con- 
crete has a lower initial strength, but at 
three months it has caught up and there 
have been compensating advantages on 
the way. In mass concrete less heat is 
generated and the danger of surface 
cracking is reduced. Some users say 
there is less segregation of aggregate and 
that it is more resistant to attack by 
sulphates and sea water. It would be 
interesting to know about the properties 
and economics of a concrete with sin- 
tered PFA for aggregate and ash in the 
cement, but this is not mentioned at the 
exhibition. 

Obviously here is an easy outlet for 
ash, if the cement makers will accept and 
encourage its use, and it involves the 
Authority in scarcely any labour. This 
is one of the things that make one fear 
that other uses, especially for bricks, may 
be side-stepped if the building industry 
and the Authority do not work together. 


BUILDING BLOCKS 


Building blocks are one of the estab- 
lished uses for ash; Thermalite, for in- 
stance, is already a well-known product, 
light, easily sawn, and so on, but other 
products such as Melfil and Licon are 
becoming familiar. Such products use 
a very high proportion of ash and in time 
will probably absorb much of the output. 

The exhibition is attractively presented 
and gives the visitor an interesting half 
hour. But one cannot get away from the 
impression that the disposal of several 
million tons of this ash on the building 
industry is at the moment not a combined 
and planned operation by both sides so 
much as a dumping action by one. It 
ought to be possible to improve on this. 

The exhibition closes this evening 
(Friday) at 7 p.m. 
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Architect’s Removal from Register 
DISQUALIFICATION FOR TEN YEARS FOR DISGRACEFUL CONDUCT 


"THE Architects’ Registration Council 

of the United Kingdom have 
removed the name of Mr. A. E. 
McCarthy, of London, SE26, from the 
register of architects for disgraceful con- 
duct, and have disqualified him for 10 
years. Below are the findings of fact on 
which the Discipline Committee based 
their decision and the Committee’s report. 


FINDINGS OF FACT 


(1) The Respondent (Mr. McCarthy) was 
admitted to the Register in 1934 and is a 
Licentiate of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. 

(2) About March, 1954, the Respondent, 
finding that building sites were likely to be 
available at 83, and 85, Thurlow Park Road, 
West Dulwich, SE21, approached Messrs. 
H. J. Riche and Son., Ltd., builders, of 
Chislehurst, and suggested that they should 
negotiate with the owners of the property, 
the Dulwich Estates, with a view to obtain- 
ing building leases. The Respondent added 
that he would introduce persons to whom the 
leases could be transferred and for whom 
the company could build the houses. 

(3) Messrs. H. J. Riche and Son, Ltd., 
wrote to the Respondent on May 7 that 
they were in negotiation with the Dulwich 
College Estates and that their price for the 
building of the houses would be £2,800 
each, the Respondent’s fees included. 

(4) On May 10, 1954, the application of 
the builders was approved by the Dulwich 
College Estates Governors in principle sub- 
ject to the submission of working drawings. 

(5) The Respondent gave particulars of 
the property to Bretts, Ltd., estate agents, 
at Forest Hill, stating that he was the archi- 
tect acting for the vendors. Bretts, Ltd., in 
the ordinary course of their business caused 
an advertisement to appear in the Evening 
News. 

(6) A reply to the advertisement was 
received from Alec Herbert Key, of 254, 
Rosendale-road, Herne Hill, SE24, who 
called upon Bretts, Ltd., and was shown a 
plan of the proposed houses and was in due 
course referred by them to the Respondent 
as the architect concerned with the proper- 
ties. 

(7) On June 20 at an interview between 
the Respondent, the said Key and his wife, 
the Respondent stated 

(a) that he had about 11 people after the 
property and must have a quick decision 


and that the first person paying a 
deposit would get the house; 

(b) that the builder was not particularly 
interested in selling at a high profit and 
the houses would be available at a 
cheaper price than similar property in 
the area. 

(c) that the Respondent’s fees were 
included in the purchase price of the 
house and that there was no need for 
Key to worry about them; 

(d) that a deposit could either be paid to 
Brett’s, Ltd., or to himself but that if 
paid to him there would be no need to 
pay the full 10 per cent. since the 
builders would not require the full 
amount before they started to build. 


(8) On June 21 the Respondent came to 
the house of the said Key, from whom he 
received a cheque for £240 as a deposit on 
the purchase price of one of the houses. 

(9) Key, on being informed that there 


was a proposal for the compulsory purchase 
of the land, stopped his cheque on June 23. 

(10) Bretts, Ltd., wrote to the Respondent 
on June 23 that they understood from the 
builders, Messrs. H. J. Riche and Son, Ltd., 
that the Respondent had no right to take a 
deposit and that it was probable that the 
London County Council would acquire the 
land. This was a mistake. In fact the Lam- 
beth Borough Council was the local autho- 
rity seeking to acquire the property 
compulsorily, though the Respondent was 
apparently not aware of this. 

(11) On the evening of the same day, June 
23, the Respondent saw Key, assured him 
that H. J. Riche and Son, Ltd., were mis- 
taken and that he had received two com- 
munications from London County Council 
relating to applications under by-laws and 
planning permission, and by means of such 
representations persuaded the said Key to 
release the stop on the cheque which was 
done on June 24. 

(12) On June 24, 1954, Evans, a director 
of the building company, H. J. Riche and 
Son., Ltd., wrote to the Respondent inform- 
ing him that although the general manager 
of Dulwich College Estates had not given 
up all hope that the building company might 
be able to take over the two lease sites in 
question notwithstanding the resolution of 
the Lambeth Borough Council to make a 
compulsory purchase order and the com- 
pany was awaiting further instruction from 
the general manager, the company wished to 
stress that they were overwhelmed with busi- 
ness and could give no guarantee that they 
would be in a position to undertake the work 
and strongly advised the Respondent against 
making futile promises to clients. The letter 
insisted that no deposits should be paid to 
any party save through the client’s solicitor 
or agent and that if any deposit were paid 
the client should understand the whole posi- 
tion so far as the company and Dulwich 
College Estates were concerned. Evans met 
the Respondent one or two days later when 
the resolution of the Lambeth Borough 
Council was discussed and Evans showed 
the Respondent a letter from the Dulwich 
College Estates of June 9 in which it was 
stated that the Lambeth Borough Council 
had resolved to make a compulsory purchase 
order and that in the meantime pending the 
result of representations they had made, 
Dulwich College Estates were not in a posi- 
tion to proceed with the negotiations to let 
the land on building lease, and Evans then 
told the Respondent that he, Evans, would 
have nothing more to do with the job. 

(13) In spite of this, the Respondent wrote 
to Key on July 5 enclosing a building licence 
and stating that he was awaiting a reply 
from the builder. 

(14) Key in a letter to the Respondent of 
July 7 reminded him that he had suggested 
that Key should meet Evans, the builder’s 
manager, and said that he would be glad to 
fall in with any arrangements the Respon- 
dent might make that would be convenient 
to Evans, 

(15) The Respondent wrote again to Key 
on August 17 that he would send Evans, the 
builder’s manager, a reminder. 

(16) In fact, as stated in paragraph (12) 
above the company had washed their hands 


‘16. 


October 2) 1955 


of the whole business as from the date y 
their letter to the Respondent, June 24, apj 
they had no communication with the 
Respondent after Evans’s interview with hin 
on the following day. 

(17) In consequence of _ informatio, 
received from Bretts, Ltd., and as a regu) 
of an interview between Key and Evan 
Key’s solicitors on September 20 applied i 
the Respondent for the return of the £24 
paid by way of deposit on the transactioy 
A cheque for £240 was sent by the Respop- 
dent on September 23 post-dated three week; 
but orders to stop it were given by the 
Respondent before presentation on Octobe; 


(18) Key thereupon brought an _ agtig) 
against the Respondent for the return of 
£240 and judgment was given in the plaip. 
tiff’s favour in the High Court on Decembe; 
7, 1954. In evidence in the High Cour 
action Key stated that he had neve 
appointed the Respondent as his architect, 
The Respondent in evidence in the action 
stated that he was appointed the plaintiffs 
architect on June 20 and that his fees were 
more or less balanced by the £240 paid, 


REPORT 


The Discipline Committee’s report on the 
case is as follows: 


(1) The Respondent acted unprofessionally 
in breach of Principle VIII of the Code of 
Conduct by assuming a position in which his 
interest was in conflict with his professional 
duty, in that on the one hand he purported 
to act as agent for the builders and to receive 
a deposit on their behalf but nevertheless 
claimed Key as his client whenever it was 
convenient to do so and eventually asserted 
that the deposit received by him ostensibly 
on behalf of the builders represented profes- 
sional fees due to him as an architect, no 
such fees in fact being due to him. 


(2) The Respondent is also in breach of 
Principle I of the Code of Conduct in that, 
claiming Key as his client, he failed to dis- 
charge his responsibilities, particularly in his 
failure to convey to Key the information 
he received in the letter from H. J. Riche 
and Son, Ltd., builders, on June 24 and at 
his interview with Evans, a director of the 
company, that the Lambeth Borough 
Council had resolved to make a compulsory 
purchase order, that negotiations with 
Dulwich College Estates had in consequence 
been interrupted, and that the builders would 
have nothing more to do with the job, not- 
withstanding which the Respondent pro- 
ceeded to correspond with his client as if 
nothing had occurred to interfere with the 
due progress of the work. His concealment 
of essential information can _ only be 
regarded as a deliberate attempt to mislead 
his client, the gravity of which was enhanced 
by his subsequent refusal to return the 
deposit of £240. 

(3) The Respondent is also in breach of 
Principle II of the Code of Conduct in that 
while claiming Key as his client he agreed 
to accept payment of his fees by the builders. 

(4) The Respondent has been guilty of 
conduct disgraceful to him in his capacity 
as an architect in respect of each of the 
matters set out in the preceding three para- 
graphs. 

[Signed] P. B. MARTINEAU, 
Vice-Chairman, 
Discipline Committee. 
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ARTS COUNCIL REPORT 
“Housing Campaign” for Music and 
Drama 


THE tenth annual report just published 
by the Arts Council of Great Britain 
js more outspoken about ‘the lack of 
theatre and concert hall building than it 
has been for years. A “housing cam- 
paign ” is strongly advocated for the arts 
“tg shape a national policy which will 
give the country a system of properly 
equipped and securely provided bases for 
the performance of music and drama.” 
The report states that this campaign can- 
not be left to goodwill or civic pride but 
that it is a task which must be considered 
in terms of national needs and resources. 
If Britain in 10 years’ time possessed 
30 consolidated theatres outside London, 
some of them new buildings, others with 
enlargements or improvements of exist- 
ing premises, the prospects of the living 
drama in our time might be transformed. 
Covent Garden, the permanent national 
home for opera and ballet, is regarded as 
obsolete and inconvenient. The Old Vic, 
the nearest approach we have to a 
national theatre, is described as “ meanly 
sited, obsolete and inconvenient,” and 
many repertory theatres, the report says, 
are handicapped by inadequate or ill- 
sited buildings. In London and elsewhere 
the problem of housing the arts “in 
dignity and security ” awaits solution. 
The Arts Council reckons that a mil- 
lion pounds a year for the next 10 years 
would furnish Britain with all the neces- 
sary additional buildings; an annual 
addition of another half-million of pub- 
lic funds to the present level of subsidy 
would be enough to take care of all the 
new ventures. It is interesting to note 
here that the Treasury grant to the Arts 
Council for 1954 was only £785,000. 
The advent of television is by no 
means regarded as a threat. It is more 
or less taken for granted that television 
will increase the music and theatre pub- 
lic and that the provision of more 
theatres and concert halls will become a 
national necessity. Proof is furnished, 
too, for, this belief. For example, there 
are now 10 permanent symphony orches- 
tras compared with the three which 
existed before the BBC was established. 
_The report points out that it is 25 years 
since a new theatre was put up in Lon- 
don. During this time only two small 
theatres were built in England—at least 
120 have closed. Outside London, the 
Free Trade Hall in Manchester and the 
Colston Hall in Bristol have been res- 
tored after their war-time damage, but 
none of the other prosperous cities has 
yet been able to equip itself with a new 
Post-war auditorium for music. The 
Arts Council hopes that with the dim- 
inishing priority for building of houses, 
schools, offices and factories, some lead 
will be given for the building of homes 
for the arts. An envious eye is cast in 
the direction of Vienna, Hamburg and 
Berlin where much building for the arts 
has already been done. 
_ In considering what provision of build- 
ings is necessary for music and drama, 
the distinction is drawn between art and 
entertainment. The show business and 
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commercial theatres, it is believed, will 
solve their own problems. The Arts 
Council makes it quite clear that it 
neither desires nor intends to advocate a 
grandiose plan for building theatres and 
halls up and down the country. What 
needs to be spent on bricks and mortar 
in rehousing the arts amounts, it is 
affirmed, in modern values, to a modest 
total. When spread over a period of 
years, it would be a fraction of our pro- 
posed national commitments in other 
forms of capital expenditure. 


WATER FOR BUILDING 
MWB Refuses to Accede Right of 
Metered Supplies 


HE Metropolitan Water Board has stated 

that in no circumstances will it agree to 
builders being given the right to insist on a 
metered supply for building purposes. The 
right of choice must rest with the water 
undertaking, says the Board. 

This decision comes to the Metropolitan 
Boroughs Standing Joint Committee, which 
represents the common interests of London’s 
28 borough councils. 

The Committee reports that in November, 
1953, Battersea Borough Council called 
attention to the MWB’s practice of basing 
their charges for the supply of water to 
building sites on the percentage of the value 
of the work being carried out. Battersea 
contended that this often resulted in a serious 
addition to the building costs, which could 
be minimised if builders could insist on a 
metered supply. 

In March this year the Board stated that 
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they had decided to revise, as from April, 
1955, the standard rate of charge for un- 
metered supplies of water for building pur- 
poses. While welcoming the reduction of 
charges, the Committee felt that on capital 
schemes, as opposed to maintenance and re- 
pair works, the reduction was insufficient 
and that the only equitable method of charg- 
ing in these cases was by means of a metered 
supply. They requested the Board to recon- 
sider the matter with a yiew to permitting 
metered supplies of water for all capital 
schemes. 

“The Board has now replied,” states the 
Committee. ‘ They say our representations 
have been considered carefully, but in view 
of a number of factors, they are unable to 
disregard their statutory right of themselves 
choosing the method of charging for build- 
ing supplies in individual cases, and to adopt 
a policy of uniformly affording supplies for 
capital schemes by measure. 

“One of the most prominent factors in 
this decision, says the Board, was the diffi- 
culty experienced in obtaining proper meter 
control on extensive sites where a Jarge 
number of different water points exist. 

“Supplies will continue to be afforded by 
measure in those instances such as large 
blocks of flats and schvols where proper 
meter control can be applied satisfactorily. 
In reaching their decision the Board was in- 
fluenced by the fact that supplies of water 
by measure are afforded at rates which are 
considerably below the present cost of pro- 
duction to the Board, and also by the recom- 
mendations of the British Waterworks Asso- 
ciation, after a general investigation in 1953 
of the question of charges for building 
supplies.” 


WORTHING TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL 


MINISTRY OF EDUCATION PUBLISH CosT ANALYSIS 


= Ministry of Education (Architects’ Branch) have issued the cost analysis of 
construction of this school (illustrated in The Builder of September 23). 
school was built on the ** Intergrid ”’ system. 


Cost analysis (based on tender figures) 


Number of form entries... , 4 
Number ef places ... act 686 
Floor area (sq. ft.) vn 53,883 
Number of sq. fi. per place 79.2 
Net cost S66 io «és £181,690 
Net cost per place* £267 
External works , £24212 
Gross cost wes £202,902 
Gross cost per place aa £298 
Tender date . May, 1953 


*The normal limit of net cost per place, 
calculated in accordance with Building Bulle- 
tin No. 2A, Part 4, was £276. 


Ratios — : 
Area of enclosing walls 0.777 





Total floor area 


Area of solid wall ... 0.467 





Total floor area 


Area of windows (and ext. doors) 0.310 





Total floor area 


Total roof area 0.79 





Total floor area 

STAIRS 

Number of flights ... fe Ae 9 
Height floor to floor a er 11 ft. 8 in. 
Width between handrails 3 ft. 8 in. 


The 


Element Cost 

per f.s. 
s. d. 

Preliminaries and insurance 4 0 

Contingencies an awe 1 8. 

Work below ground floor level*. $3 

External walls and facings 49 

Internal partitions y 

Frame aa ud as Age a 

Upper floor construction and 

staircase 
Roof ! 


Roof lights 

Floor finishes 

Ceiling finishes... ae 
Windows and doors (external) 
Doors (internal) ... - 
W.c. doors and partitions 
Cloakroom fittings 

Wall finishes 

Fittings j 
[Ironmongery : 
Plumbing (external) 
Plumbing (internal) 

Sanitary fittings 

Gas installation 

Electric installation 

Heating installation 
Ventilation oe 
Drainage 

Glazing 

Decorations re 
Playgrounds and paved areas 
Gareen room and stores .. 


Total ~ Gh 33 


BARI OCDAUHUROHR LINER DWOULY ShONULS 


NON HONDWHDHDSC HRW Ww MDM OHAS— 


| Om =S—SCUNSCCSOSCOWSSSOSOUNY—sh 





*Including sum of £3,250 or Is. 2.5d. fis. 
for piling required to transmit loads through 
poor sub-soil to firm chalk. 
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A LEAD TO THE COUNTRY 


Building Industry Could Save £100m., 
says Mr. Holloway 


BY a concerted effort of all concerned, 
the building industry of Great 
Britain could save the country at least 
£100,000,000. Mr. L. J. Holloway, Presi- 
dent of the L.M.B.A., said this at a 
luncheon in his honour given by the 
Northern Area in Hendon last week. 
Mr. G. Holmes White, Chairman of the 
Area, presided. 
A short while ago, said Mr. HoLLoway, 
I made some reference to what I con- 
sidered the unfair criticism that this in- 
dustry of ours is subjected to. These 
remarks received a very great deal of 
publicity, more than I ever expected or 
dreamed possible. Now let me make it 
quite clear that I accept that all is not 
well with our industry. The LMBA 
freely admits this. But it declares with 
equal certainty that ever since the war 
we have steadily pursued a course which 
must have the effect of improving the 
efficiency of the construction section of 
the industry. 


EDUCATION SCHEMES 


Let us have a look at some of the 
things that have happened and are 
happening. First, the National Joint 
Apprenticeship Board scheme for craft 
apprentices. The first of the apprentices 
under this scheme are now in the in- 
dustry having done their National Ser- 
vice, and some of the best of them are 
doubtless already acting as leading hands, 
and the very best of them you will find 
as assistant general foremen, or possibly 
even foremen. 

Second, there is the scheme running at 
the Westminster Technical College for 
the training of general foremen, the can- 
didates for which must have the mini- 
mum qualification of a first class City 
and Guilds certificate in their craft, plus 
a Higher Technological Certificate, or a 
Higher National Certificate. 

Third, there is the wide variety of 
courses and lectures which are being run 
at the Technical Schools through the 
region covering every aspect of our in- 
dustry. Fourth, and very recently, there 
has been set up a Board of Building 
Education. 

At el our liaison committees with the 
professions we are continually stressing 
the need for the better preparation of 
schemes before starting to build, as a 
means of effecting economies in building 
costs, and seeking a more widespread 
understanding of the need for the adop- 
tion of management techniques in pro- 
fessional offices as much as in our own. 

All this effort is, of course, directed to 
the long term view, and during my year 
of office I have been consistently telling 
the members of this Association of the 
need for improving the efficiency of their 
organisations to combat the short term 
view. 


PRODUCTION BELOW PRE-WAR 

There is one thing which, if taken up 
whole-heartedly by the industry, would 
have an immediate effect. I believe it is 
generally accepted that very few people 
in this country are working as hard today 
as they did before the war. -In fact, I 
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believe that the statisticians claim that 
production in the building industry is 
still 20 per cent. below that of pre-war. 
With a capital investment programme in 
the building industry running at the 
moment at approximately two thousand 
million pounds, even a marginal increase 
in the rate of production must have a 
very good effect on the national economy. 

I therefore say to everybody connected 
with this industry—the building trades 
employers, the architects and surveyors, 
whether engaged in private practice or 
working for local authorities or other 
bodies, the operatives, suppliers and 
manufacturers of our materials, in fact 
every man, woman and boy who is em- 
ployed in this industry of ours—that they 
should forthwith proceed to work at least 
that much harder, without any increase 
in their remuneration, that will achieve a 
reduction of 5 per cent. in the production 
costs of our industry. The saving that 
would result, one hundred million 
pounds, is a fantastic sum and one which 
I believe could be readily and very 
quickly achieved. 


BUILDING A NATIONAL SERVICE 


Let it not be forgotten that the build- 
ing industry is a service industry. The 
manufacturers rely on us to build and 
maintain the factories in which they pro- 
duce the goods that we export in order 
to buy our food and our raw materials. 
The people of this country rely on us 
to maintain and improve the standard 
of houses and living accommodation in 
which they spend probably about half 
of their lives. In fact, if this industry 
of ours fails in the task that it has under- 
taken, this country can never maintain 
its position in the world. I believe that 
the building industry, if properly in- 
spired, could give the whole country a 
lead in this matter. 

THE CREDIT SQUEEZE 

Effects on Private Housebuilding 

Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, national 
president, speaking at the annual dinner of 
the Northern Counties Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, at Newcastle upon 
Tyne, on October 14, said: ‘“ During the 
first eight months of this year 69,313 houses 
were completed by free enterprise builders 
in Great Britain and sold to owner-occupiers 
at no cost whatever to public funds. Had 
they been built for letting by local authori- 
ties charges to the rates and taxes of at least 
£2im. a year for 60 years would have been 
involved. 

“Unless the Chancellor, in order to re- 
duce capital expenditure, is contemplating a 
substantial cut in the overall rate of house- 
building, the discussions about subsidies 
which are now taking place suggest that the 
Government will want free enterprise 
builders to increase their output. Highly 
adaptable as they are, however, they cannot 
build without finance, or without land, both 
of which were readily available in the later 
inter-war years, when free enterprise house- 
builders made such a substantial contribu- 
tion to the housing programme. It is, there- 
fore, essential that the Chancellor should 
watch carefully the effect of his policy of 
credit squeeze on this sector of the national 
expenditure and that Mr. Sandys should 
ensure that his green belt policy is operated 
with discretion.” 
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Central Area No. 3 Prizegiving 


i RR. F. L. BAKER, FIOB, chairma 

LMBA Central Area No. 3, welcome 
several hundred people to the area’s thir 
annual presentation of prizes to apprentice 
and students, at the Royal Exchange 
London, on October 13. 

Mr. BAKER said the prizes were hot 
contested and the awards had been mut. 
plied, but the standard was not quite hig) 
enough for the highest award on th 
occasion. 

Sir SEyMouR Howarp, Lord Mayor of 
London, presented the prizes. There wer. 
he said, 400 indentured apprentices jn this 
area. He congratulated the prizewinners oy 
their success. It could only have been pro. 
duced by their hard work and keennes, 
To those who failed to win prizes he said: 
“Don’t be dismayed and don’t be down 
hearted. Never has this field of endeavoy 
been so full of opportunity as it is in these 
days.” 

Mr. F. J. Forty, OBE, the City Engineer 
of London, proposed the vote of thanks to 
the Lord Mayor, which was seconded by 
Mr. L. J. Holloway, FIOB, president of 
the London Master Builders’ Association, 
Mr. E. L. Jones, MBE, secretary of the 
London Regional Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
proposed the vote of thanks on behalf of 
the guests. 

Mr. Jones said No. 3 Area was doing 
a “splendid job for the industry.” The 
thorough craftsman was one of the finest 
means of attaining economic building. 
He referred to the Royal Exchange, which 
was a solid nineteenth-century building. “ We 
can still provide the craftsmen for a building 
of this kind,” he said. As examples he gave 
the Royal Festival Hall and the new chan- 
ber of the House of Commons. 

The following is a list of prizewinners:— 

Brickwork.—\st Prize, P. F. Lyons, City of 
London; 2nd Prize, T. V. Blumsom, Holborn; 3rd 
Prize, D. W. Phillips, Holborn. _ : 

Carpentry and Joinery.—\st Prize, P. J. Harding, 
Holborn; Ist Prize, J. D. Norris, Stepney; Ist Prize, 
J. A. Truby, Finsbury; 2nd Prize, C. C. Barrington, 
Holborn; 2nd Prize, M. C. Burbedge, Shoreditch; 
2nd Prize, W. R. Chastell, Bethnal Green; 3rd Prize, 
B. A. Barham, Holborn; 3rd Prize, R. D. Innes, 
Finsbury; 3rd Prize, E. J. Twyman, Hackney; 3rd 
Prize, F. L. Willis, Holborn; 3rd Prize, S. G. Wynne, 
City of London. 7 ; 

Maintenance Fitter.—2nd Prize, B. Hill, Holborn. 

Masonry. — 1st Prize, J. A. Gammon, Holborn; 
2nd Prize. B. A. Bowen, Holborn. 

Metal Work.—3rd Prize, A. P. Armour, Holborn. 

Painters’ and Decorators’ Work.—2nd Prize, N. J. 
Francis, Holborn; 2nd Prize, E. J. Pedder, Stepney 

Plasterers’ Work.—2nd Prize, J. S. Smith, Holborn, 
3rd Prize, E. H. Farr, Holborn. 

Plumbers’ Work.—\st Prize, J. Long. _Holborn; 
2nd Prize, E. D. Dunning, Holborn; 3rd Prize, C. 
Borrett, Holborn; 3rd Prize, A. D. Conlan, Holborn. 

Woodworking Machinist.—3rd Prize, M. Jefferson, 
Holborn. ; 
Surveying.—\st Prize, R. J. Holland, Finsbury, Ist 


Prize, D. S. Noulton, City of London 
Special Prize.—J. D. Norris, Stepney 


Donation to BCBI 

The LMBA has sent a donation of twenty 
guineas to the Builders’ Clerks’ Benevolent 
Institution in response to its annual appeal 
for funds. 


LMBA at Building Exhibition 


THE Presipent of the LMBA and Mrs. 
Holloway are to be “ At Home” to mem- 


whe e@ ae wD 





bers in the LMBA Club Room on the after- 
noon of the opening day of the Building 
Exhibition at Olympia, Wednesday, Novem- 
ber 16. As usual, the areas will have their 
own “days” at the Exhibition, when the 
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area chairmen, in turn, will be responsible, 
with their colleagues, for the club room, and 
visitors from the areas will be entertained. 
Area days are as follows :— 
November 16. South-Eastern Area. 

: 17. Central Area No. 1. 
18. North-Eastern Area. 


am 21. Southern Area. 
. 22. Central Area No. 5. 
23. Central Area No. 2. 
24. North-Western Area. 
x 25. Northern Area. 
28. South-Western Area. 
" 29. Central Area No. 3. 
30. Central Area No. 4. 


Central Area No. 1 has undertaken re- 
sponsibility for manning the Club Room on 
the two Saturdays of the Exhibition. 


FULL EMPLOYMENT 
“ ABUSED” IN BRITAIN 
Why Germany Prospers 


A REPORT by a member of Huddersfield 
Chamber of Commerce on a visit to 
Germany in which he stresses the expansion 
of prosperity in Western Germany has led 
toa leading article in the Chamber’s journal. 
The report states: “ Near a building site one 
cannot sleep because of the workmen who 
are engaged under floodlights all through 
the night. Appointments with customers are 
arranged as early as 8.15 a.m. and they are 
there until 6 o’clock at least in the evening. 
On Saturdays they work until 2 p.m. and in 
some cases the office does not close until 
3pm. or 4 p.m. Shops are open until 7 p.m. 
and 8 p.m.” 

The journal asks: ““ When we compare the 
attitude of our labour leaders, and their 
demand for even shorter hours than are at 
present worked and still higher wages, is 
there any wonder that the future of British 
industry looks far from encouraging? ” 

It continues: ‘““ How can a 40-hour week 
in our industries compete in the markets of 
the world with the nations that are willing 
and eager to see their country prosper even 
at some sacrifice of their leisure and 
luxuries? ” 

The journal adds that the position in 
Germany is no doubt created by the fact 
that that country “is not suffering from full 
employment. We use the word ° suffering ’ 
because although full employment should be 
a blessing and we should be thankful for it, 
it is being abused in this country.” 


* DECENTRALISATION 


Deputation to Minister of Housing 

On TuESDAY, October 18. representatives 
of seven large towns met Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, to discuss the difficulties con- 
fronting them in their efforts to decentralise 
industry and population. The seven towns 
are among the greatest centres of popula- 
tion in the country—Birmingham, Bristol, 
Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne and the County of London. An 
eighth town, Leeds, was associated with the 
deputation but was unable to be repre- 
sented because of other municipal business 
on the day. The conurbations of which 
these eight towns are the centres have a 
total of more than a million inhabitants, 
who, under the various Development Plans, 
Will need fo be moved to new and expanded 
towns if the planned redevelopment of their 
conurbations is to be achieved. 
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LAW REPORTS 


Definition of “ Substantial 
Reconstruction of Premises” under 
Landlord and Tenant Act 


CourRT OF APPEAL 


BEFORE LorDs JusSTICES DENNING, HODSON 
AND Morris. 
Bettison v. Atkinson 

MPHE question whether alterations proposed 

to be carried out by the landlord at 21, 
West Gate, Mansfield, Notts., were “ sub- 
stantial reconstruction of the premises” to 
justify his opposition to the granting of a 
new lease to the tenant, was considered by 
the Court of Appeal on October 13. 


The Court dismissed with costs an appeal 
by the landlord, Mr. Frank Bettison, jeweller, 
of Market-place, Mansfield, against the 
order of Judge Backhouse, at Mansfield 
County Court, granting a new lease for seven 
years at £375 a year to the tenant, Mr. 
Reginald Ernest Atkinson, grocer and pro- 
vision merchant. 

Mr. Atkinson had applied for a new lease 
under the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1954, 
on the termination of his tenancy. The ap- 
plication was opposed by Mr. Bettison on the 
ground that he proposed to reconstruct a 
substantial part of the premises. 

The judge considered that the proposed 
alterations were not a substantial reconstruc- 
tion of the premises within the meaning of 
the Act, Section 30 (1F). 

Giving judgment, Lorp Justice DENNING 
said Mr. Atkinson was tenant of a grocer’s 
shop at 21, West Gate. Two years ago the 
premises were bought by Mr. Bettison. Mr. 
Atkinson’s lease came to an end, but under 
the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1954, he was 
entitled to an automatic extension of the 
lease unless the landlord could bring himself 
within the specified grounds of opposition 
in the Act. 

The ground with which this case was con- 
cerned was that the landlord intended to re- 
construct a substantial part of the premises 
under Section 30 (1F). Another sub-section 
—30 (1G)—was important. It said a land- 
lord could resist a new lease if he intended to 
occupy the premises himself for business to 
be carried on by him. To come within that 
sub-section he had to have been the owner 
for the last five years. It did not allow a 
man to buy premises just as the lease was 
coming to an end and then get possession 
on the ground that they were for his own 


purposes. Mr. Bettison was not able to 
come within that sub-section. 
“No doubt that was what he really 


wanted,” his lordship said. “He is a jewel- 
ler and has a business in another part of the 
town, but he wants to get these premises as 
his own lease is nearing its end. He can only 
rely on the sub-section regarding substantial 
reconstruction.” 

His lordship said Mr. Bettison proposed to 
take out the existing shop front and put in 
another with an arcade entrance suitable for 
a jeweller’s shop. In addition, he proposed 
to take down a wall on the ground floor at 
the back and put in a new floor. There were 
two upper floors but nothing was intended to 
be done to them. It was simply the fitting of 
a new shop front and door. 

Lord Justice Denning thought the landlord 
was in grave difficulty in this case, as there 
was no doubt on the evidence and the find- 
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ings of the judge that his real purpose was to 
get possession to carry on business there him- 
self. By a previous decision of the Court of 
Appeal, the reason put forward must be the 
primary purpose. Assuming he overcame 
that difficulty, the question was whether the 
proposed reconstruction was of a substantial 
part of the premises, 

The judge, his lordship said, stated that if 
that was right, any landlord by merely alter- 
ing a shop front would get a tenant out and 
go in himself. The County Court judge’s 
decision that this was not really substantial 
reconstruction was properly given and this 
could not interfere with it. The appeal 
should be dismissed. 

Lorp Justice Hopson agreed. 

Lorp Justice Morris, who also agreed, 
quoted the judge as saying that Mr. Bettison 
had been frank, stating that the lease at his 
other premises had just over a year to run 
and he might have to get out. He did not 
want to carry out the proposed reconstruc- 
tion at the West Gate premises if Mr. Atkin- 
son stayed on. 

The appeal was dismissed with costs. 


Finding of Negligence Against 
Surveyor Upheld on Appeal 

CourRT OF APPEAL 

BEFORE LorDs JUSTICES DENNING, HODSON 

AND Morris 
Conn v. Munday 

A FINDING of negligence against Mr. 
“ Alfred Conn, surveyor, of East 
Dulwich-road, East Dulwich, London, SE, 
by Judge Clothier, at Lambeth County 
Court, was held to be justified by the 
Court of Appeal on October 13. A report 
of the earlier case was given in The Builder 
of July 8, 1955. 

Mr. Conn was appealing against the 
county court order awarding £50 damages 
to Mr. Charles Thomas Munday and his 
wife, Mrs. Cicely Munday, of 2a, Lausanne- 
road, Peckham, SE, for breach of 
an agreement regarding the surveying of 2a, 
Lausanne-road, at the time Mr. and Mrs. 
Munday contemplated purchasing the pro- 
perty. The appeal was dismissed with costs. 

Mr. Conn had claimed £17 10s., the 
balance of his fees in connection with the 
survey of the house in December, 1952, and 
was given judgment for that amount with 
costs. 

In their counterclaim for damages Mr. and 
Mrs. Munday said it was an implied term of 
the agreement with Mr. Conn that he should 
exercise reasonable care and skill. In his re- 
port he made no mention of defects in the 
premises, some of which were serious. Mr. 
and Mrs. Munday, relying on his report, 
purchased the house for £1,000.. They now 
considered it was worth less than that. 

Judge Clothier found Mr. Conn negligent 
in not noticing the defects and in advising 
the defendants to buy the property for 
£1,000. 

Mr. A. J. IRVINE, counsel for Mr. Conn, 
submitted that there was no evidence of dam- 
age resulting from Mr. Conn’s conduct. The 
matter had been referred to an Official 
Referee who found that Mr. Conn was negli- 
gent in not detecting woodworm in the cellar 
and in underestimating the extent of damp- 
ness in the structure. The County Court 
judge held the Referee was justified in find- 
ing Mr. Conn was negligent. 

Mr. Irvine said that in evidence Mr. Conn 
stated he did not know there was a cellar 
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in the house. Counsel added that Mr. Conn 
made his investigation in the presence of 
Mrs. Munday. He would suffer unjustly 
from the finding of professional negligence. 

Lorp Justice DENNING in his judgment 
said it was a serious matter for Mr. Conn. 
The Referee and the judge had found want 
of reasonable care and skill and his lordship 
did not think this court could come to any 
other view. He thought the judge was justi- 
fied in his findings. 

Mr. Conn’s valuation of the house at 
£1,000, he said, came within reasonable 
limits. A valuer for the purchasers said the 
right figure was £650 while an expert for the 
surveyor put the value at £1,125, a great 
difference. It was very difficult to estimate 
the value of a house. The Referee found 
£900 was the right value and as that was a 
question of fact this court could not 
interfere. 

No one could properly say how the pur- 
chasers’ minds would have been affected if 
they had been told about the woodworm 
and the damp, as they should have been. 
No doubt they would have knocked some- 
thing off the price, but that would have been 
a matter of negotiation. Damages were a 
matter of estimate, and he did not think this 
court could interfere with the judge’s award 
of £50. The appeal should be dismissed. 

Lords Justices Hodson and Morris agreed. 


i boy 


Postponement of Capital Projects 
AT a meeting of the London County 
*“™ Council on October 11, Mr. E. C. 
BIGHAM asked the chairman of the Finance 
Committee, Mr. D. H. Daines, if, in view 
of the present high rates of interest in force, 
he would state what steps he proposed to 
take to limit new capital expenditure which 
would involve borrowing by the Council, 

Mr. D. H. Daines said that the Finance 
Committee had requested all committees to 
postpone the putting in hand of new capital 
projects in cases where some delay would 
not seriously damage the Council’s interests. 


Effect of Higher Interest Rates on 
Housing Rents 

Mr. MarTIN Bonp asked the chairmen of 
Finance and Housing Committees (i) what 
capital sum was likely to be borrowed for 
housing purposes between September 7, 
1955, and April 5, 1956? (ii) what would be 
the extra annual cost of this borrowing with 
loan charges ‘at 5 per cent. as against the 
3} per cent. prevailing a year ago? and (iii) 
what was the equivalent amount a week if 
this extra annual cost were spread evenly 
over the Council’s housing properties? 

Mr. D. H. DaInes, chairman of the Fin- 
ance Committee, said that the answers to the 
first two questions were, respectively, 
£9,000,000 and £96,000. 

In regard to the third question, if it was 
assumed that the higher interest rate would 
be limited to the seven months mentioned 
in the question, the additional burden would 
be equivalent to a little under 3d. a week 
on every one of the Council’s dwellings, but 
so far as he was aware there was no ground 
for this assumption. 

“Tt would, I suggest, be a fairer indica- 
tion,” he said, “of the additional burden to 
say that for an average dwelling now being 
built by the Council the increase in the in- 
terest rate would be equivalent to about 10s. 
a week on the rent of that dwelling.” 
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CRAFTS APPRENTICES 
Annual Prizegiving 

(THE annual prize-giving of the Build- 

ing Crafts Training School, con- 
ducted by the Worshipful Company of 
Carpenters, took place at Drapers Hall, 
Throgmorton-street, EC2, on October 14. 
The awards were presented by Admiral 
Sir William Andrewes, KBE, CB, DSO, 
president, Royal Naval College: the 
the chair being taken by the Master, Mr. 
G. W. Ridley, OBE, FRIBA. 

In his address to the prizewinners, SIR 
WILLIAM pointed out that if Britain were 
to succeed as a country she would have 
to be able to produce commodities that 
other countries would purchase. If this 
did not happen, then Britain would not 
get enough food, oil and other materials. 
Consequently, it gave him the greatest 
pleasure to be able to present prizes to 
young people who were going to main- 
tain such standards that people abroad 
would purchase their products 

Sir William stated that he had recently 
visited America, and had noticed that the 
workmen there used twice the amount 
of power (in the form of power-driven 
tools) as their British counterparts. He 
had been delighted, when going round 
the School’s workshops, to see that so 
many students used their hands or hand- 
tools. He felt that people trained to have 
the skills such as these students possessed 
would be 100 per cent. better in handling 
power-tools than would be the men 
trained only in “ pressing a button.” 

In his report, Mr. H. G. TILLEy, 
LRIBA, FRICS, Director of the School, 
stated that the number of students en- 
rolled had approximated to those of the 
previous year. The education of appren- 
tices was today regarded as a most im- 
portant factor in the country’s education 
system, and the building crafts depended 
upon an adequate and constant intake 
of apprentices of the right quality. They 
realised the unsettling difficulty of 
National Service, but also knew that un- 
rest could not flourish to the same extent 
when mind and hand were occupied and 
pride in production was stimulated. 

It was gratifying to know, Mr. Tilley 
continued, that one of their prize-win- 
ners, E. F. Bedford, had also obtained 
the highest number of marks at the City 
and Guilds of London Institute’s final 
examination in masonry this year. For 
this he would receive the Silver Medal 
offered by the London Master Builders’ 
Association, to be presented by the 
American Ambassador on October 24. 

A vote of thanks to Sir William An- 
drewes was moved by Mr. E. Bernays. 
chairman of the Carpenters Company’s 
education committee. 


PRIZE-WINNERS LIST 
Following is a list of prize-winners: 


Sir Banister Fletcher Medal and Prize (value 
£5 5s.) for the best craftsmanship: D. J. Penfold 
(carpenter and joiner). 

Barnes Prize (value £6 10s.) for progress and ex- 
cellence in craftsmanship in joinery: J. Norris and 
D. Rudge. 

LMBA Prize (value £5) together with citation— 
for the best student in any building subject serving 
under approved articles of apprenticeship with a 
firm whose registered office is in the London Region 
of the NFBTE: E. F. Bedford (stonemason). , 

Carpenters and Joiners (certificates and prizes in 
the form of books or_tools): H. Bowtell (£3 3s.); 
I. MacIntyre (£3 3s.); B. Taylor (£3 3s.); G. Barnet 
(£2 2s.); A. H. C. Lavell (£2 2s.); R. Pipe (£2 2s.); 
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A. Sizmur (£2 2s.); D. J. Skipp (£2 2s.); R. Taylor : 
(£2 2s.); D. Hodges (£1 1s.); G. Hurley (EI is) 
K. A. MacIntyre (£1 1s.); M. i oH 
Scarborough (£1 I1s.); F. : t , 
ficates only: C, Collard; C. Ellison; M. Goodsmay. 
Holt; S. Hope; J. J. Richardson; P. Wyciaglows 
Stonemasons: W. Mann (£2 2s.); D. Kelly (£1 j5y 
K. J. Santry (certificate only). ~“ 
Plumbers: H. Morris (£3 3s.); G. Clark (£2 2) 
K. Lamburn (£2 2s.); A. Millington (£2 2s.); D. Bay’ 
ham (welder) (£1 Is.); J. C. Young (£1 1s); BG 
Spanner (certificate only). F 
Painters and_ Decorators: W. T. Wildey (£3 \) 
F. Austin (£2 2s.); S. N. Rose (£1 Is.); J. Keegen 
(certificate only). 


VALUATION OF HOUSES 
FOR RATING 


Difficulties of Younger Surveyors 
[8 his paper on the “* Valuation of Hous 

and Flats for Rating Purposes,” givey 
at a meeting of the Royal Institution 9 
Chartered Surveyors, in London, on Octobe; 
10, Mr. H. D. S. Stites, FRICS, referreg 
to the difficulties of the younger membe 
of the profession in interpreting the Valu. 
tion for Rating Act, 1953, with reference 
to the new valuation lists which will come 
into force on April | next. On this point 
he declared: 

May I say that examination of the 1953 
Act has made me realise how difficult jt 
must be for the younger members of the 
Institution to envisage conditions in 1939, 
and without a knowledge of the general con- 
dition existing at the time rents were fixed 
it is I think impossible to interpret rental 
evidence properly. In my experience, youn 
valuers find it extremely difficult to appre- 
ciate that in 1939 there were substantial 
numbers of vacant houses and flats in many 
areas, with the result that rental values were 
falling steadily before 1939, so that 1934 
rents are often no better guide to values in 
1939 than 1944 rents. 

Sixteen years have passed since 1939, and 
valuers under the age of about 35 cannot 
have had practical experience of 1939 condi- 
tions. It is to be hoped that the opening 
words of the 1953 Act “ For the purpose of 
making or altering the firs¢ valuation lists” 
will remain unamended and that in future | 
valuation lists, dwelling-houses will lt 
valued on current values. 


DUDLEY HOUSING SCHEME 
Ministry Approve New Contract 

AFTER protracted discussions with the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
Dudley Corporation has received permission 
to proceed with a £124,000 housing contract 
which will not only provide a new type of 
house for the town but also will speed the 
average building rate. The contract is for 
90 Wates houses which it is hoped to build 
in less than 18 months, whereas to erect the 
same number in brick, by traditional methods 
would, it is stated, take about 27 months. 

Original estimates for a total cost of 
£126,000 for the contract were rejected by 
the Ministry as they were above Ministry 
figures for this type of house, but after off- 
cials from the regional office met representa: 
tives from the council, and modifications 
suggested by the Dudley Borough Architect, 
Mr. J. Lewis, had been discussed, permission 
was given to borrow £124,000 for the scheme 
to be implemented. 

The modifications also include improve 
ments on the general basic design. In tht 
three-bedroomed type the ground floor lay 
out has been altered to include a kitcher 
dining room and a front parlour instead 0 
a working kitchen and a large living-room. 
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PIPE INSULATION 

A FORM of underground pipe insulation 
£% understood to be particularly suitable 
for district heating schemes has now been 
introduced to this country from the Conti- 
nent. Already in use by the state-owned 
Paris Town Heating Co. of France, it con- 
sists of waterproof granules poured either 
into light ducts or, where the ground is suit- 
able, directly into the trench so as to sur- 
round the pipes to be protected. The duct 
is uniformly filled and the quantity used 
should correspond to a thickness of material 
around the pipe of 4 ins.—a thickness which 
can be varied with the degree of insulation 
required. As the pipes are heated, the 
“binder” constituent of the insulation 
softens and forms a protecting film round 
the pipe. Outside this film the insulation 
forms a 2-3 in. thick plastic sheath, and the 
outer zone consists of the insulation in its 
granular form. Needing no water and being 
waterproof and without corrosive effects, 
“Vermaspha,” produced by La Vermiculite 
of Paris, is claimed to be quicker, more 
efficient and cheaper than other insulating 
materials for this purpose. Details from the 
London representative, Mr. A. E. Walker, 
220, Northwood Hall, Highgate, N6. 


CONVECTION BOILER 


The dual-purpose boiler placed on the 
market by Bilston Foundries, Ltd., High- 
fields, Bilston, Staffs, is fitted with a control 
by which kitchen heating by convection is 
provided which can be shut off as soon as 
comfort warmth has been attained. An insu- 
lated door conceals all working parts, the 
appliance being constructed mainly in heavy 
cast-iron sections. The water temperature is 
thermostatically controlled, and with a fuel 
capacity of .75 cu. ft., and 24 cwt. in weight, 
the boiler can be supplied finished in vitreous 
porcelain enamel in a choice of ivory, white, 
green, pink or blue. 


SYNTHETIC RUBBER COATING 


A synthetic rubber floor coating which will 
rapidly dry to a hard, tough film has been 
placed on the market by Corrosion, Ltd., 16, 
Gloucester-place,  Portman-square, WI. 
Known as “Glocrete SR,” it needs no 
hardener or curing agent, and is applied by 
normal paint techniques. The coating is 


understood to be available for light traffic 
within ten hours of application, and to toler- 
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ate heavy traffic within 48 hours. It may 
be applied to concrete, bricks, stone and 
masonry generally, as well as to wood and 
metal. Resistant to both water and chemi- 
cals, it is available as a clear coating and also 
in a standard range of colours. 


TRADE NEWS 

ELECTRICITY IN HOUSING 

“Electricity a Power of Good for 
Improvements and Conversions ” will be the 
theme of the Electrical Development Asso- 
ciation’s stands at the National Housing and 
Town Planning Exhibition, to be held at the 
Corn Exchange, Brighton, from October 26 
to 28. The part played by electricity in 
typical improvement schemes will be out- 
lined by display matter and by examples of 
actual electrical appliances. The display 
matter will include detailed plans showing 
the layout of property both before and after 
conversion and modernisation. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


Chemica] Building Products, Ltd., remove 
on November 1 to new works and offices 
at Warple Works, Cleveland-road, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts. Tel: Boxmoor 4900 
(five lines). 


The Manchester branch of W. J. Simms 
Sons and Cooke, Ltd., as from October 24 
will be at 396, Wilmslow-road, Withington, 
Manchester 20. 


PLYMOUTH CONTRACT 


Plymouth Corporation announces that par- 
ticulars are obtainable from the City 
Engineer by firms which are interested in 
tendering for materials required in connec- 
tion with the building by direct labour of 
120 traditional houses. The materials 
required include copper tube and _ fittings, 
supply tanks, reconstructed stone fireplaces, 
sheet lead, plaster laths, plaster of “ Sirapite ” 
and “ Thistle” brands, concrete roof tiling, 
pitchmastic flooring, terrazzo slabs for fire- 
places, concrete kerb and concrete fence 
posts. 


SCANDINAVIAN VISIT 


Mr. R. Antony Beckett, managing direc- 
tor of Beckett, Laycock and Watkinson, Ltd., 
is at present on a visit to Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden and Finland. to discuss with cus- 
tomers and agents a number of contracts. 


THIS TWO-TUBE 
fluorescent fitting for home 
lighting, produced by the 
General Electric Co., Ltd., 
Magnet House, Kingsway, 
EC2, has a peach opal 
** Perspex”? diffuser with a 
white opal polystyrene 
louvre mounted in a polished 
brass decorated frame. 
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This five-storey, open-type lift shaft from the 
Grand Hall of the Connaught Rooms, London, 
has been modernised by panelling with Ware- 
rite veneered board in birdseye maple wood- 
print, with contrasting and decorative cross- 


banding in walnut woodprint. Strips of 
polished light hardwood have been fixed flush 
between each panel, and a }-round polished 
dark hardwood strip is fixed flush at the corners. 
The architect was Hubert H. Bull, LRIBA, 
and the contractors were H. and C. Davis 
and Co., Ltd. The veneered board was 
supplied by Warerite, Ltd., Ware, Herts. 


a 











DIRECTOR'S FIFTY YEARS 


To mark the completion of half a century 
as a director of the Expanded Metal Co., 
Ltd., Burwood House, Caxton-street, West- 
minster, SW1, a presentation has been made 
to Mr. John Gray Buchanan, JP, MIStructE. 
The presentation was made on behalf of 
the board by Lieutenant-Commander G. C. 
Hans Hamilton, chairman of the company. 


COMPETITION AWARD 


Nuralite Sales, Ltd., of 3-4, Whitehall- 
place, Gravesend, Kent, announce that the 
winning name in their £500 Nuralite “ Man” 
competition was “ Will Weatherall,” and it 
is interesting to note that many entrants sub- 
mitted this name in one form or another, but 
only the winner placed the seven reasons for 
using Nuralite in the correct order. First 
prize of £300 was won by Mr. John Camp- 
bell McPhie, of Glasgow, El. Stockist’s 
prize of £100 goes to Messrs. John McGregor 
and Co., Ltd., of Glasgow, C2. These and 
other prizes will be presented on the Nuralite 
stand at the Building Exhibition. 


NEW QUARTERLY 


The first number of “Flooring Topics ” 
has now been published by Tretol Asso- 
ciated Products, Ltd., and will appear quar- 
terly. Devoted to floorlaying and main- 
tenance, it is the first journal of its kind in 
this country dealing solely with these matters 
and should be of interest not only to flooring 
contractors but to builders and maintenance 
staffs. The articles in this first issue include 
a survey of the best types of damp-proof 
membranes for concrete floors, a descrip- 
tion of methods of sealing timber floors and 
a summary of the technique of linoleum 
laying. Copies, free of charge, from Tretol 
Associated Products, Ltd., Tretol House, The 
Hyde, NW9. 
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NEW FACTORY AT ANNAN 


Scotland, for the Air 


by the Scottish Construction Co., this factory 


from raw selected coniferous timber, into an 


sq. ft., the factory has based its production on 
the continuous-flow technique. The chipping 
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THE CONSTRUCTION of three new experimental bungalows for old 
people, of the type shown above, is being carried out at Woolwich by 
the British Plaster Board (Manufacturing) Ltd., 82, Piccadilly, W 1, in 
association with Woolwich Corporation. Designed by Brunton, Baden 
Hellard and Taprill, AA.RIBA, they are intended to translate inio 
practice the principles of pre-planning and elemental costing as applied 
to domestic building, and to demonstrate how the less traditional 
materials can be utilised to effect reductions in costs while at the same 
time improving standards. Situated on a site at the Junction of Altash- 
way and The Underwood Woolwich, SE 9, the bungalows are constructed 
on the cross-wall Principle with the Party and flank walls Of traditional 
load-bearing brick and block construction. “Ty he roof is carried on 
lattice beam purlins Spanning between the cross walls, and is of recently 

i inii e non-load-bearing in-filling 
panel walls are of cavity construction with lightweight blocks, rendered, 
as the outer skin, the aluminium foil “ Paramount” dry partition as the 


machines permit 
The opening of the new factory at Annan, —_— _ - of a8 
screw Co. and Jicwoo d, sualaditans cee as of t 
Ltd., was carried out on September 28 by the adhesive added to the =. 
Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry. Built 


the production of any 
d chip, and accurate con- 
content of boards can be 


fans for pneumatically conveying material can be made, as well as butt glueing, 
. from weighers to mixers are designed to effect 

is to produce “ Gold Label Weyroc ” board a cae modification : 
by a fully automatic method for the comver- and the Pneumatic conveying system itself 
sion of raw material, consisting of thinnings functions additionally as 
‘ the temperature of chips discharged from the 
established chipboard. Covering over 46,000 dryers. “Gold Labe 
stood to possess a hig 
to the absorption of 
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bearing bri 
similarly constru 
completely dry internal Sinish thro 
ately on completion. The total 
feet, including a living-room, be 
are, in addition, fitted cupboards, an intern, 


and hand-high electric wall plugs suitable for homes 
elderly. The quantity survey 


ing is a list of Suppliers : plasterboard, pa 

e British Plaster Board (Manufacturi 
uminium Co., Ltd. ; Slooring, Marley Tile Co. ; 
Products (Decorations), Ltd. ; insulation, Fibreglass, Ltd. ; Benfix ind 
Joists, Johnson Reinforced Co 
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THE CLEAN AIR BILL AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES 


A Critical Examination 


THE Clean Air Bill, now before 
Parliament, was examined at a 
meeting of the Royal Society for the 
Promotion of Health, held at Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, on October 17, by 
Dr. J. A. SCOTT, OBE, Medical Officer 
of Health, London County Council. Dr. 
Scott called his paper “ The Clean Air 
Bill and Local Authority,” and we take 
the following extracts from his remarks. 

The four-day fog of December, 1952, 
caused at least 4,000 deaths in the 
Greater London area. It is not too fanci- 
ful to compare it medically to an acute 
exacerbation of a chronic illness or to 
an epidemic flare-up of an endemic 
disease. Certain it is that atmospheric 
pollution in this country exacts a regu- 
lar toll of ill-health and death quite apart 
from its considerable economic effects. 
The London episode was dramatic 
enough to stir the conscience of the 
nation, and in July, 1953, the appropriate 
Ministers appointed the Beaver Commit- 
tee “to examine the nature, causes and 
eflects of air pollution and the efficacy 
of present preventive measures; to con- 
sider what further preventive measures 
are practicable; and to make recom- 
mendations.” The committee produced 
its final report in November, 1954. 
Parliament and the country generally 
made it clear that the Beaver Com- 
mittee’s recommendations were welcome, 
and the Government have now proposed 
legislative sanction for most (but not all) 
of them in the Clean Air Bill. It is, I 
think, worthwhile to attempt a summary 
of the main provisions of the Bill as they 
aflect—and do not affect—the local 
authority. 


THE BILL’S MAIN PROVISIONS 


(i) Definition of Local Authorities.— 
The duty of enforcing the provisions of 
the intended Act would lie with the local 
authority (Clause 23), which for this 
purpose is the sanitary authority. Port 
health authorities and joint boards have 
similar duties in their districts (Clause 
25). Some special provisions apply to 
London. 

(ii) Dark Smoke.—The emission of 
dark smoke from the chimneys of any 
building becomes an offence, except as 
permitted by Regulations. This applies 
also to railway engines, and vessels in 
certain waters (Clauses 1, 15 and 16). 
There are various savers and exemptions 
under Clauses 1 and 2 which make it 
clear, among other things, that in the 
Government’s view it will take at least 
seven years before any necessary re- 
equipment of industry will be complete. 
The prohibition of dark smoke applies 
'0 government premises (Clause 17), but 
local authorities in this instance are 
limited to reporting the facts to the 
appropriate Minister. Hospitals, not 
always innocent in the matter of dark 
smoke, are presumably Crown premises 
mM this context. What is the position as 
regards the property of a nationalised 
Industry ? 

(iii) Grit and Dust—New furnaces 





(new in relation to an appointed day to 
be declared by the Minister) not designed 
for domestic use are to be smokeless. 
Local authority approval of plans and 
specifications will indicate compliance 
with this provision (Clause 3). They must 
also be fitted, if of a certain size, with 
plant to arrest grit and dust (Clause 5). 
Any occupier of a building in which a 
furnace burns solid fuel must also use 
“any practicable means” to minimise 
the emission of grit and dust (Clause 4). 
In the case of new furnaces there is pro- 
vision for an appeal to the Minister 
should the local authority disapprove 
the plans and specification, but there is, 
in addition, Ministerial power to require 
a local authority or local authorities 
generally to refer applications for appro- 
val to him. 

The Minister may also make regula- 
tions as to the measurement of grit and 
dust emissions from furnaces of a certain 


size, burning solid fuel, which local 
authorities would operate (Clause 6). 


Local authorities can also obtain infor- 
mation from occupiers of buildings about 
their furnaces and fuel consumption. The 
improper use of such information in 
relation to manufacturing processes or 
trade secrets is very rightly made an 
offence by Clause 20. 

(iv) (a) Smoke Control Areas.—By 
Clause 8 local authorities are enabled, by 
order confirmed by the Minister, to 
establish “ smoke control areas,” the new 
title for the old smokeless zones. Such an 
order may: 


(a) make different provision 
different parts of the area, 
(b) limit its operation to specified 
classes of buildings, and 
(c) conditionally exempt 
buildings or fireplaces. 
Procedural matters are dealt with in the 
First Schedule to the Bill. The Minister 
is to have certain powers of exemption 
from the suspension of the operation of 
the Clause. Clause 25 would enable two 
or more local authorities to combine for 
the purpose of declaring a smoke con- 
trol area. 


(b) Adaptation of Fireplaces in Private 
Dwellings—lf, after confirmation but 
before the coming into operation of an, 
order declaring a smoke control area, the 
owner or occupier of a private dwelling 
incurs approved expenditure on adapta- 
tion, or replacement of fireplace or 
chimney, he is entitled to repayment as 
to seven-tenths by the local authority. 
who may also repay the whole or part 
of the remainder. Restrictions apply to 
repayments in relation to removable 
cooking or heating appliances. The 
Minister can repay to the local authority 
four-sevenths of their approved expendi- 
ture (Clauses 9, 10 and 11). 

These provisions should enable local 
authorities to make steady progress with 
smoke control areas, but they still leave 
the problem of the availability and cost 
of appropriate smokeless fuels. In view 
of the ease with which the modern slow- 
combustion fire can be kept alight over- 


for 


specified 
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night and the amount of smoke which 
can be so generated, the education of the 
public will became an important local 
authority function (Clause 19). 

(v) Smoke Nuisances—Smoke other 
than smoke emitted from a private 
dwelling or dark smoke from _ other 
buildings will, if it is a nuisance to local 
inhabitants, be deemed to be a nuisance 
which may be dealt with summarily 
under the Public Health Acts (Clause 12). 
Offences in connection with dark smoke 
and smoke control areas or smoke 
nuisance must be notified to the appre- 
priate person in relation to the premises, 
railway locomotive or vessel “ as soon as 
may be,” and the notification confirmed 
in writing within 24 hours; otherwise 
subsequent proceedings are invalidated 
(Clause 24). 

(vi) Colliery Spoilbanks.—All practic- 
able means are to be used to prevent the 
combustion of and to prevent or mini- 
mise smoke emission from colliery spoil- 
banks (Clause 14). 

(vii) Building By-laws—In future 
these may require the provision of such 
arrangements for heating or cooking as 
are calculated to prevent so far as prac- 
ticable the emission of smoke (Clause 18). 

(viii) Research and Publicity —Clause 
19 gives local authorities (including, for 
this purpose, the LCC) ample powers to 
promote or assist research and engage in 
education and publicity. 

(ix) Special Cases—As regairds pre- 
mises controlled under the Alkali, etc., 
Works Regulation Act, 1906, the provi- 
sions of the intended Act do not apply, 
but the said Act is to have effect in rela- 
tion to smoke of any such premises as it 
has effect in relation to noxious or 
offensive gases. There is, however, a 
saving in relation to dark smoke and to 
smoke nuisances, but proceedings cannot 
be brought without the consent of the 
Minister (Clause 13). 

This special case on the whole seems 
justifiable. The Alkali Inspectorate 
requires a high degree of technical 
knowledge and it is unlikely that all the 
sanitary authorities in whose areas there 
are works to which the Act applies could 
command the services of officers so 
equipped. 





CONCLUSIONS 


In relation to dark smoke, to the pre- 
vention of grit and dust, and to smoke 
control areas, the intended Act offers a 
vast field of work for local authorities, 
the need for which has been amply 
demonstrated. In the conurbations, in 
particular, the merits of ad hoc joint 
boards will need careful consideration. 
The wind bloweth where it listeth and 
atmospheric pollution will not respect 
local authority boundaries. 

Sir Hugh Beaver has indicated some of 
the matters on which the recommenda- 
tions of his committee have not been 
implemented. I personally rather regret 
the omission of any provision for a 
Clean Air Council. In its absence the 
least that can be done is to see that not 
more than five years hence another 
Beaver Committee is appointed to report 
on the progress made in achieving the 
objects of the present “ Bill to make pro- 
vision for abating the pollution of the 
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air.” In a matter as important as this, the 
inability of a Government to commit its 
successor should somehow or other be 
overcome. 

For the present, no one need doubt the 
opportunity which this Bill, as a Statute, 
will present to local authorities. A great 
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effort will be needed before clean air 
becomes as important in the mind of the 
average citizen and the average indus- 
trialist, including those responsible for 
the nationalised industries, and as gener- 
ally available as clean water, clean food 
and adequate sewerage systems. 





“GOOD BUILDING” 


Planning and Practice Examined at Reading Conference 


REPORT of last summer’s confer- 

ence at Reading on “Good Build- 
ing—Planning and Practice,” organised 
by the Southern Regional Council for 
Further Education and Reading Educa- 
tion Committee, has now been issued. The 
conference was held under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. W. S. Jones, MIOB, imme- 
diate past-president of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. 

Mr. V. Hamnett, ARIBA, executive 
architect of Harlow Development Cor- 
poration, spoke on “Planning for Pro- 
duction.” The discussion on his paper 
was opened by Mr. H. R. COLLigR, presi- 
dent, Reading Association of Building 
Trades Employers, who referred to 
problems and difficulties in the relations 
between planners and _ builders. He 
referred particularly to the need for 
bringing contractors into early consulta- 
tion during the pre-planning stages. Mr. 
Hamnett was conscious of the problems 
and difficulties mentioned, and referred 
to the change in atmosphere now, com- 
pared with some years ago. Some clients 
now appointed a consultant architect and 
the procedure was as follows: (1) The 
two architects worked out a schedule of 
operations; (2) the contractor was invited 
to join talks on labour force disposal; 
(3) discussions on the job were held on 
the site every fortnight. 


FOUNDATION WORK 


Mr. LLEWELLYN (Eastbourne) spoke 
on the difficulties a contractor has when 
tendering where the site conditions are 
incompletely known. He suggested that 
before tendering stage there should be an 
accurate survey of the site. The extent of 
work for foundations would then be 
better known, costs could be more 
accurately estimated, and the risk to con- 
tractors reduced. 

Mr. G. W. BecquetT (Reading) referred 
to comments on the slower rates of build- 
ing production. He suggested that the 
builder was not operating more slowly, 
but that architects did not submit suffi- 
cient information before contracts were 
completed. 

Mr. Banks (president, Southern Coun- 
ties Federation for Building Trades 
Employers) said that American contracts 
are based on drawings and specifications, 
whereas the RIBA contract provided for 
its own destruction by numerous provisos. 

In America, the client had to make up 
his mind on what he wanted and then the 
contract was completed. The tendency in 
this country was to make use of quantity 
surveyors for variations in measuring in 
and out. Extra work which had not been 
taken into account always led to addi- 
tional costs, and it was necessary to have 
full information together with early, firm 


decisions in order to keep these costs 
down to a minimum. 

A further difficulty was that there was 
at present intense pressure to get work 
started. It was more important that work 
started should be finished. This called 
for thorough organisation in order to 
avoid frustrating disturbances outside the 
contractor’s control. 

Mr. S. R. BosTELL (Brighton) referred 
to pre-planning and the use that could be 
made of.this stage in educating the client 
to learn to know what he wants, a prac- 
tice which apparently operates in 
America but not in this country. 

Mr. W. C. G. Hopkins (Reading 
Technical College) said there was need 
for the industry to accustom itself to 
teamwork in the planning stages. At 
present, the professions tended to work 
separately. All apprentices and students 
should be trained to make themselves 
acquainted with the work of others, and 
every technical college student should be 
instructed on the complete picture and 
the need for collaboration. 

Mr. R. M. Hemmincs (Reading) 
referred to the great number of sub- 
contractors for materials like aluminium, 
plastics, timber and so on. There was 
need for-more responsible co-operation of 
those concerned with these specialised 
materials. 

Mr. HAMNETT dealt with a number of 
these points. He said: 

(a) Sites at Harlow were very care- 
fully survey topographically; bore-holes 
were made and the results were made 
available to. contractors. Firm prices 
were agreed subject to there being 
nothing unrevealed. 

(b) The Government encouraged 
experiments on new types of housing, but 
contractor’s prices were in general too 
high. In addition, the houses were rarely 
completed earlier than traditional 
houses; there was need of pre-forming of 
plumbing and other work in order to 
make them more successful. 

(c) Pre-planning was difficult under 
present conditions. The client wanted 
results too soon, and the RIBA contract 
was unsuitable for such work. 

On the use of new materials, Mr. 
Hamnett believed that it was necessary 
for someone to take risks and he saw no 
way of completely avoiding things going 
wrong. 


PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 


Mr. W. K. Lainc, AMICE, vice-presi- 
dent, LMBA, spoke on “Good Building— 
Practice.” Discussion on his paper was 
opened by Mr. L. P. PHiLpotr (Reading), 
who suggested that detailed specifica- 
tions should be provided as in former 
days, and should be carefully explained 
to the client. He disliked too much 
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standardisation and believed that Clients 
would object to plumbing and buildin 
of too uniform a type. : 

Mr. R. S. SeviourR (Camberley) que, 
tioned the value of bonus payments, anj 
suggested that adequate supervision of 
sites together with satisfactory hoy) 
rates would lead to a higher standard g 
building. On the question of piece wor 
he suggested that portable maching 
could be used more fully where ther 
was mass production of houses. 

Mr. BANKS believed that incentive 
were badly used where it meant, ag was 
often the case, that more money wa 
being paid for the same job. 


POWERED HAND TOOLS 


Mr. T. F. KINGsBury (Parkstone, Dor. 
set) said that powered hand tools i 
America were owned by operatives, and 
consequently great care was taken. This 
was not so in England, but it was some. 
thing worth considering. 

Mr. LAING, commenting en some of 
the points raised, said that standardisa. 
tion did not necessarily lead to identical 
building, as had been suggested. For 
example, in a reinforced concrete frame 
building, the column sizes could and 
usually did change on every floor in this 
country, but he saw no reason why the 
sizes should not be kept the same by 
providing for changes in steel and con. 
crete strength. This would reduce dimen- 
sional changes and was a desirable bit of 
standardisation. 

Mr. Laing suggested that the standard 
of supervision depended on the clerk of 
works and the general foreman. He 
agreed that it was necessary to allow 
foremen adequate time for the study of 
a job, and that foremen or contract 
managers should be brought into con- 
sultation at the pre-planning stage. 

Referring to the question of labourers 
and their training, Mr. Laing believed 
that this must normally be done on the 
job within the industry. There were 
exceptions, however, and he referred to 
the City and Guilds of London Institute 
Concrete Technology Course, which was 
most suHable for concreting gangers. 

He also referred to the question of the 
training of foremen and said that these 
were early days. It was unwise to lower 
standards at this stage. The minimum 
requirement of the CGLI Full Techno- 
logical Certificate for the two-year course 
now running in London, should ensure a 
good standard by which to judge future 
courses. Good young people were now 
coming along, and it was necessary to 
look to the future. It was difficult to 
release foremen, as we should do, to 
attend courses, because we had too few 
suitable ones, but we should do all we 
can to secure an adequate standard. 

Referring to powered hand tools, Mr. 
Laing thought that more attention might 
be paid to light pneumatic tools which 
could be used with a small compressor 
driven by a petrol engine. 

In summing up the conference, MR 
W. S. Jones said that productivity in the 
building industry had in fact increased 
on a comparable basis with other indus- 
tries, and he reminded the conference 
that with substantially the same labour 
force very much more building work of 
all kinds was now taking place. 
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HOUSING POLICY AND 
SUBSIDIES 


Sir Harry Selley Urges Complete 
Review 

GR HARRY SELLEY, national president 

of the Federation of Master Builders, 
speaking at the South West Regional Con- 
ference of the Federation, at Oldway, 
Paignton, on October 15, said that Govern- 
ment spokesmen appeared to be preparing 
ys for changes in the housing subsidies. Un- 
fortunately the need to await the re-assembly 
of Parliament had meant that we were given 
advance publicity without the actual details. 
“We wonder whether the measures to be 
adopted will be as realistic as the advance 
speeches.” he declared. 

The building industry appreciated, he con- 
tinued, that its activities were closely inter- 
woven with the fabric of economic life. We 
must, therefore, expect that economic 
measures would have a direct effect on the 
fortunes of the industry. What they asked was 
that Government policy should be clear and 
constructive, and that it should, indeed, be 
a policy and not a series of expedients. 
House building was only one aspect of 
building work, but it had a direct effect on 
the welfare of our people. It should, there- 
fore, be planned on a realistic and coherent 
basis. 

“The Minister of Housing has told us that 
the Government will ‘grasp the nettle’ of 
housing subsidies, and this resolve has been 
confirmed by Mr. Butler. We would point 
out that there are other weeds choking the 
growth of a housing policy. A reduction in 
subsidies for new housing might only slow 
down the annual increase in subsidies with- 
out affecting the amounts paid for existing 
houses. Secondly, differential rents, which 
would transfer the subsidy to those most in 
need and enable those who can afford it to 
be charged an economic rent, would not 
necessarily reduce the total burden of sub- 
sidies. The process would merely transfer 
help from one council tenant to another. 


SCOPE FOR ECONOMY 


“Ts it not time for a complete review of 
housing policy? Subsidies should be paid 
according to the number of needy families 
housed—in existing as well as new council 
houses—and not according to the number of 
houses local authorities own. Furthermore, 
the greater the number of new council 
houses built the greater the capital loans 
that have to be made available from the 
Public Works Loans Board and, conse- 
quently, the greater will be the Government’s 
demand on private savings. Mr. Butler 
has said that the Government is determined 
to reduce public expenditure. We 
would hope that this is a field where econo- 
mies will be made.” 

Subsidies created an artificial demand for 
housing accommodation, the speaker con- 
tinued. The level of earnings to-day was 
such that the majority should meet the 
economic cost of housing. It was time we 
decided on a policy that would make local 
authorities responsible for housing those 
truly in need of subsidised accommodation. 
and also for clearing our slums and _ re- 
developing decayed areas. 

“The bulk of new housing should be the 
tesult of private building where the builder 
and the purchaser make individual decisions 
which throw no burden on the tax-payer or 
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the rate-payer, and where finance is provided 
by private individuals who are willing to 
invest money in this socially useful form of 
investment. 

““ This should be the objective of housing 
policy. It will only be achieved by a uni- 
versal resolve to stand on our own feet, and 
Government action should provide the 
necessary leadership. This would also en- 
tail a more constructive approach to the 
use of land for building purposes to give 
private developers a fairer chance.” 


Private Work by Qperatives Criticised 


THE CONFERENCE decided that the practice 
of building trade operatives engaging in 


weekend and evening work should be 
brought to the notice of the National 
Council. 


A Bristol delegate, Mr. A. J. WELLS, said 
the practice of operatives doing private work 
was widespread and was in his opinion detri- 
mental to builders’ interests. It was fairly 
obvious, he said, that a man could only 
work a reasonable number of hours a day 
and perform a reasonable amount of pro- 
ductive Tfabour. The present tendency was 
for a decrease in working hours, and that 
could not be reconciled with a man taking 
a second job at the expense of his employer. 
Such a man paid no tax on his overtime, and 
the customer had no redress if there was 
cause for complaint with his work. It was 
unfair to the builders because those men 
could take the small, safe job, leaving the 
employers to shoulder the riskier jobs. 

Another Bristol delegate, Mr. J. E. 
BESLEY, warned the conference about the 
way in which they should tackle the prob- 
lem. It would be very difficult, he said, 
to frame any resolution that did not inter- 
fere with a person’s private liberty. 

A delegate from East Cornwall, Mr. J. F. 
Loss, said the answer to the problem was in 
the hands of the “income tax people.” 
Those who performed all this overtime paid 
no income tax on their extra earnings, and 
he suggested that they (the employers) 
should get together and inform the income 
tax authorities—the only people who could 
stop the practice. ‘“ We should furnish the 
income tax people with their names when- 
ever possible, and then perhaps they will get 
a demand for tax.” 

Plymouth, it was stated, was troubled 
very much by the problem, and Mr. W. R. 
Lewis said it was a common sight to see 
overtime work proceeding during weekends. 

Eventually, a resolution was passed view- 
ing with concern the increasing number of 
operatives carrying out private work after 
normal working hours—even at the expense 
of their normal employer—and asking that 
every possible avenue be explored by the 
National Council to minimise the practice. 

It was also decided to ask the National 
Council to approach the building industry 
distributors with a view to stopping the 
practice of trade terms being given to opera- 
tives who undertake part-time work. 


BIRMINGHAM OVERSPILL 


Stafford’s Contribution 


STAFFORD’S contribution to the housing 
of Birmingham’s overspill will, in the initial 
stages, be 35 houses a year, it was decided 
at a meeting of Stafford Town Council on 
October 11. The council accepted the 
General Purposes Committee’s recommenda- 
tion that the scheme of overspill should 
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be accepted in principle after it was reported 
that there had been considerable negotia- 
tions between Birmingham City Council and 
the county council. 

The city had indicated that they would 
pay the statutory rate fund contribution for 
a period of 10 years in respect of each dwell- 
ing built under the agreement by the county 
district councils in their areas for occupa- 
tion by persons to be transferred during 
that time from Birmingham. 

The scheme provided that 11 county dis- 
tricts in Staffordshire—including Stafford 
Borough and Rural—might erect initially 
a total of 12,650 dwellings. 


HOUSING LONDON’S 
OVERSPILL 
LCC’s Agreement with Daventry 


MPHE Daventry Borough Council and the 

LCC have concluded a “nomination 
agreement” under the Town Development 
Act, 1952. Within Daventry’s scheme of ex- 
pansion it is envisaged that some 3,000 Lon- 
doners will become citizens of the borough 
—with new houses and their work close by. 
Under the agreement now signed, the LCC 
undertakes to pay the statutory rate con- 
tributions for ten years for each London 
family nominated by the LCC and housed 
by Daventry. The present population of 
Daventry, which is 74 miles NW of London, 
is about 4,000. 

The movement of population and industry 
from London is regarded by the LCC as of 
the utmost importance, for upon this depends 
the redevelopment of London and the answer 
to the many problems associated with over- 
crowding. Foremost among the problems 
are those in which the LCC and the Metro- 
politan Borough Councils are involved as 
housing authorities and those in which the 
LCC and industrialists are concerned in re- 
lation to congestion and relocation of 
industry. 

The expansion scheme is being undertaken 
by Daventry Borough Council itself, the LCC 
nominating tenants and contributing financial 
assistance. This nomination agreement with 
Daventry is the fourth of its kind which the 
LCC has concluded—the others being with 
Swindon, Bletchley and Haverhill. 


OTHER SCHEMES 

Swindon aims at increasing its population 
by 23,000, of whom about 10,000 would come 
from the County of London. Already 
more than 2,000 Londoners have been 
housed or accepted for housing in Swindon. 
To provide employment for the newcomers, 
the Corporation is developing a 75-acre trad- 
ing estate adjacent to the main London- 
Gloucester railway line. 

Under Bletchley’s scheme of expansion, 
houses and jobs would be provided for 5,000 
Londoners, of whom some 500 have so far 
been accepted. 

By the nomination agreement with Haver- 
hill, about 2,000 Londoners would move to 
new jobs in this West Suffolk town; and dis- 
cussions are now proceeding with Haverhill 
Urban District Council with a view to a more 
extensive scheme being adopted, with the 
LCC undertaking the development as agents 
of Haverhill. 

A full report on the progress made in the 
decentralisation from London of population 
and industry is expected to be placed before 
the London County Council shortly. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


5 ier information given on these pages has been specially compiled | 
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Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) . per 1,000 41 10 9 


It is the intention that the 2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
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details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
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Berkshire district (London sites) : ae os 7 5) 6 BSS Tested do.... +474%4+85% +474%4+105 +474 %+ 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
£ « & : 
3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in 1 12 in. lengths) ... per 1,000 11 3 6 co London area. : Sa 
tin. iS ee) : 14 14 6 4 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. dea 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in au aaa each 112 0 
2 f. Si OG RIG. ac, ea? | ee 2 ; 
URSE t. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... aaa eas a5 a 
DAMP CO 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. .. ce ea te 116 6 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 2 in. do. but top panel open. “Pattern 4 x G in deal 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 — and over 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... ia: ze ine Pe 29 0 
delivered London area 3 per yd. sup. 3 1 2 ft. 9 in. > 6 fi Gin... aes ay ae 211 6 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. 2 5 0 2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. 53 i 3 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... aes ee ie 219 
18 in. X9 in. British damp course slates per 1,000 38 6 O 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6in. ... te ee a “a 3 4 
14 in. X9 in. do. do. aaa aes as 29 11 O 
9 in. X9 in. do. OO orn Xa ie - 18 2 6 
18 in. x4} in. do. Me de. ae ss 1715 6 SUNDRIES 
. gees > = bo ~“ i ine » . ; : Delivered London area. 
rai ia al = 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) ... per yd. 5 8 
STONE 1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... a Be 7 4 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... pe = 8 11% 
Bath Stone— 23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... as si 10 3 
Monks Park . per ft. cube 8 0 3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ya 11 5% 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground — 0 Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per $ in. of thickness. 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 

B.R. Western Region ‘er 100 ft.2 2 6 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 8 9 1 in. Hardboard ~ 21 6 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area Pe ws A 8 3 fs in. do. ; 326 
Portland Stone— i in. Asbestos Flat Building $ ‘Sheets. ‘. peryd. sup. 3 5 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 3 in. do. : + see ” 4 } 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. Roofing Felt, I-ply ... tee see + tee ” 1 9 
Southern Region s aa e § 33 do. 2-ply aa 4 eg p P ; 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. Best Scotch Glue in slabs - per g Cut 35 0 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. Croid Gl BS * 98 Ib 260 

9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and Cus Heme in. (i-ton lots) _ per ton 6410 0 

sstooted cills oe ae, ee . perft.cube 3 10 8 do. 4 in. and up (1- -ton lots) «. ice 61 0 0 

12 in. x 6 in. do. do. as ” 210 6 Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ane ... per cwt. 3 0 9 
12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ee 119 0 do 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 363 
12in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping a 212 @ om P an ba = 

14in. X 6 in. do. do. Aan ms 2 F 0 

44in. X Yin. Plinth, rubbed on top and face... as s 2 METALS 

3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... per ft. sup. 7 6 STEEL Joists, Etc. 

Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. Basis Joists— 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cubel 5 9 6in. x Sin., 8in. x Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. X 6in. 

Do. _— do. fair one edge for fair faced 12 in. x 6 in. + plain: cut to phage delivered London 

brickwork vse ove see ene eee 110 6 area - a . per ton 41 0 0 
Hard York— Extra for sizes ; , 

12in. X 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 3in. X ld} in. 4in. X 1mm. ... aie nor = 310 0 

14 in. X 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 3 in. X 3 in. acs «va «ss és pee 210 0 
and front .. perft.cube2 8 0 4in. x 3in., 10in. x 44in. ... Peo in me 110 0 

12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . oe z 2 6 Sim M2, SEK ame  <.. ka ee Be 115 0 

2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 8 6 4j in. x 1} in. ie a ee ass toe a 

2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes_ per yd.sup.2 19 3 5 in. X 44 in. Tin. X 3$in. 13 in. X 5 in. per ton 15 0 

6in. X 3 in. 24 in. x 74 in. aN daa ae 20 0 
6in. X 4} in. 7in. X 4in. ee 26 
TILES AND PANTILES 9 in. X 4 in. 10 in. x 5 in. a 100 
12 in. X 5 in. 22 in. X 7 in. ie 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Sin < Fin 10 in. X 8 in 12 in. x Sin 
Machine-made Pantiles and French panes Tiles from a 5} a 14a SC Ci: 14 in. Xx Sin. 
ree Games -» 29 8 O | iSin. x Sin. = -15 in. X 6 im. 16 in. X 6 in. ~ 7 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ae Sie aus 50 9 0 16in. X Sin. 18 in. X 6in 18 in. X 7in 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... nas 58 13 6 18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. X 64 in 20 in. x 7h in 
Hand-made 103 x 64 tiles Berkshire district nee oe 14 1 6 Steel anales average price ; 4 ; 4215 0 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district .. -. «13.18 9 | Steet tees average price — 2. SS 2 eee 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ia ues 110 0 Fabricated work delivered ‘onde te a eel 
Machine-made Hip and Vailey tiles do. ... aa ba 1 8 0 RS. Joists cut and fitted a ois re 1B 57 10 0 
Concrete tiles 104 x 6} y ae a a5 ee. Compound girders .. ae aaa aaa uaa sn. a re 
do. Interlocking (49S) ca pee 19 0 0 Stanchions Sti pe a i ” 68 10 O 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Compound chic ay ec ps agi = 7210 0 
In Roof prices st fo eer — ial wad ay 0 
Average prices not for awkward wor 
SLATES Angle pooh and  in., 3 in. and { in. bolts sais anne 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage London area ‘ ..percwt. 415 0 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per FERRO- peer saci 

1,000 actual Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 

24 x 12 ace see ons aes aes sas ses 124 17 4 Stock 3 in. diam., and hain dae as4 ee’ ee 

22x12 we oss a me eas “ee : 103 13 8 1 in. diam. SS ; aud -- per ton extra 4 7 O 

22 x 11 ‘as ies ce nee een cas a 93 13 6 in. do te ae a ec eine ae 3706 

20 x 12 nae ea see eas sae ara ea 88 9 O Pm do. bee re ee ae pee ae s 296 

20 x 10 ooo eee «ae wen asia ase he 82 7 9 din. do. ae. ae za a we a is ie 6 

18 x 10 ae as sia aan we re ee 59 12 9 ° 5 

Meoy aoe os, ee Se eS Oe, 52 14 6 MitpD Steet TuBes 

16 x 10 ae Sia os a ae at eke 49 1 3 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 

16x 8 ; aes 38 3 8 Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Note. —Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Clas A+ 74% 
Class B + 184% Light + ae Malleable List—323% + 40% 
Class C + 353% Heavy + 4 
TIMBER Black— 
Softwood— Class A — 144% 
a vy ht + 193% Malleable List—32}% 

Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £135 Class B 24% Lig 

Carcassing quality . do. es £98 to £102 Class C + 113% Heavy Ms 27% % 

1in. Tongued and Groov ed Flooring do. ES £108 O O C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 

Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 

Mahogany—African S.E. oe do. per ft. cube 1 10 0 Sto 
do. Honduras do. mss do. Be 3 S.0 Gutters Nozzles Ends 

Oak European do. a do. . 25 0 3 in. <s Stas 3i2 fii 
do. Japanese do. ts do. a 210 0 3% in. 3/104 3/5 ‘i 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. a ti 6 4 in. 4/114 3/10 1/4 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. as 315 0 Abi win, ase eee, 5/54 4/4 1/7 

Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. 15 0 5 in. e ee és ees sey, 4/8 Wil 
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METALS—continued 
C.I.0.G. GuTTERS 
Sto 
8 Gutters Nozzle Ends 
: in. en Ses Se a 4/ 4/1 1/1 
y in. sab ne aoe 5/14 4/1 1/4 
: in. . ase ie ae Ses 5/8 4/4 1/7 
Pa in. ae eae mn pie 6/1 4/11 1/11 
in. ae cae soe cab 6/8 5/8 2/2 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPEs 
Per yd. in 6-ft. meme Pi Bends _ Branches 
2 in - ine ne ab 7/7 3/10 5/7 
ys in. ss Bs = i vs 7 
ee Re i ne / 8/1 
34 in. sist ces cee ae 6/4 9/8 
4 in. ane sate os 11/3 7/9 11/6 
: ii LCC. CoaTeD Sol Pires 
2 in. ees aes 2 8/74 6/8 8/1 
23 in. ee ae ES aoe ae 9/04 7/4 10/1 
3 in. - vee ice eee aos, 0/2 8/1 11/11 
32 in. sab ey eae ooo «= 744 10/1 13/11 
4 in. woe esa 11/3 16/5 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 74% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots bb per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPEs 


n 9-fts. 
; cwt. gr. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. see wee see 1 a: a7 27/4 19/3 34/- 
6 in. = ae << ek “O 2 SEB 51/- 81/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4in. 
Pipes 6-ft. sciaied .. per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes... oo “COCR 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches _ “ a 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse | ma 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 4} in. proj. ss aul 3/9 4/3 5/11 
do. 6in. do. 3/9 4/10 6/5 
AsBesTos O. G. wate AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4h in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. wince see ag yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends oe each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends eos ie i /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles ... ste ae iS 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles _ ont ane ss 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips... Es ss wo  ., 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTOS Har-RouND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in 4} in. 5 in. 6in. 
Gutters 6-ft. inated = yd. 2/6 2/114 3/08 3/7 5/- 
Drop ends ... each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stop ends... eh ee /9 /10 /ll 1/- 1/2 


Angles ae 2/5 2/8 2 3/2 4/3 
Nozles  ..  .. | 2/1 2/5 2/8 2i1 = 4/3 


Union Clips eee) cs 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
Per ton basis 
in London 
ae ae 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown pane auey es one 43 12 6 
Mild Steel Bars sae ase ees 39 16 6 
Mild Steel Hoops ae Bee aps soe css war 41 3 6 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and — a oe 
20 gauge =a ne aoe oe sie een 52 8 6 
24 gauge or sae Bie read ae a see 5418 6 
26 gauge a oa = 57 18 6 

Ganened Corrugated sheets 6 ate to 9 tt.— 

20 gauge See eee ios 60 6 O 
24 gauge oan ‘ts see aes ae ase oe 63 16 O 
26 gauge : cas ois a 69 1 0 

Galvanised flat sheets ¢. R. and “s dim 
20 gauge... ose cas ane 61 6 O 
24 gauge = a or Bese oc ae = 64 16 0 
26 gauge wa ine ses co ay See oe 70 1 (0 

ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 

oo — £s. d. 

heet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) os (perib. 2 73 

Sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) - 2 43 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) . es 2 63 

Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. . 

wide ) ” 4 

Coiled strip for flashing 99.7 A ‘purity 22 SWG (12in. ‘i 

wide) ” 

Corrugated sheet BS "1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG per sheet 1 8 6 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS R Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG Pe 143 9 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 31} in. x 20 SWG Pe Aas 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding . per Ib. a Ss 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round | ms 2 2 

Extruded section BS 1476 HE1OWP simple angle a 2 8 

Extruded section BS 1476 HE1OWP 1 hs diam. mune ms 7 

Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14 in. O/D x 20 SWG 3 114 

Tubing BS 1471 HT10WP 13 in. Op x 20SWG~ ei 572 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O 


All per doz. din. }in. lin. 1din. iin. 2; 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch , . 7. 
head for iron ..- 87/— 128/8 


Toilet bib cocks for iron . 109/- 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 


Double nut boiler screws .. 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass dams to 

iron oe e «- 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165). 


1} in. phy 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws aa ww. 33/— 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155)3 
Brass sleeves 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 

“14 x 6 Ib. 14 x 61b.2 x 7b. 3x 7b 
Lead P. trap with brass eis 


screws bas 66/- 82/- 131/- 224/- 
Lead S. trap do. ian aes 98/- 161/- 288/- 
Solder s. d 

Plumbers’... eee see per Ib. 39 

Tinmen’s = ase waa nit. re Pe 4 6 

Blow pipe... ae ee eae Pee ae a8 47 


Copprer TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 403d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

. d. 
sin. X 19 gauge... see 12} Total per Ib 53 
zin. x 19’, aes Bee 11} *» 9 si 
Lin. xs ... ue wie 93 ye ” 50} 
Id in. x 18 ,, Beek pees 9 io ne 494 
iki. x 8 , eee eee 9 a i 493 
2 in, X17 : : 10§ - is Sf 


Rolled Copper sheets wp to 48 i in. wide, basic price 


£ s, @ 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras per ton 433 0 0 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 ll 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) a os 8 9 9 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) ” 8 8 9 
Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic seid aaa —- and eevomael 
ing extras... per Ib. 2 8 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ S08 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 143 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ae a 144 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. . dia. aaa a 146 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. _ oRe a 148 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe wae ~ 146 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton. 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton oes dee «ee =©per cwt 20 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ae : 4 0 
lcwt. do. 3 cwt. 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. ‘priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £98 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site perton 7 li 9% 
do. White do. do. ay ‘6 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ae ‘* 714 0 
do. Fine do. do. ae na 8 2 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ae aos sae a 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ae A aa ua Si 6 
Lump Lime do. eee Pe $ 78 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... a 10 17 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton —e ee a 10 11 9 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ae ’ ais a 2 t 3 
Hair percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd 2 i 
1,200 yds. . ‘a 2 2 
Do. Insulating "do. Z in. thick 600 sia and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ... - a 2 11 
1,200 yds. ... om 2 103 
Gypsum Flamer Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
2 ft., # in. thick, 600 yds. asa over in one 
Saar. Delivered site es ees sa 2 HI 
1,200 yds... a 1 
Do. Insulating do. “Ri in. thick 600 “aes and over 
in one delivery. ee site... ee 3 2 
1,200 yds. ... ; 3 ae * #68 a 3 lt 
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pAINT AND DISTEMPER Per ft. anges 
s. &. 
roe — = m - — : 5 . 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathet anon pattennes 
Wasble Distemper sae eco eee eee ad os a . > Standard Tints 1 4 
Gloss Pai 5 a ae sss see aes - Jo. Special Tints ... 29 
Snowcem cement paint _ forego ae percwt. 311 0 4 in. sae & Hammerstripe, Reeded, “Reediyte and oe 
uminat aaa 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 818 O tin. Wired Cast —e 123 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. ‘lots in 1 1 gal tins per gal. 3 2 0 + in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. keg ee percwt. 7 2 0 Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg we, ah 6 P. 53 x 53 x 32 2 9 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. oe bes a <a PB3. 74x 74 x 3h in 4 2 
Raw Linseed beh A drums extra ane per gal. a , P.B.32 74 X 73 Xx 34 in. 42 
a We eas ss 
Boiled Linseed On! © & aeineei Radiused Corner t Blocks to match up with— ec 
ne substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... re 5 6} us 
Turpenti do. 0 gal.) — do. re 4 B - a ¢ ; 
5 gal. cans) Exterior me 6 10 a 
Solguin TO eal. idl oe ) _— = 2 0 3 in. Polished Plate Glens, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) per Ib. 46 In plates not exceeding : -y = ° 2 7 
a ee eve iece 1 0 ” % % - Sup. 
White Lining Paper per piece : es Is 45 ft. sup. + 
VARNISHES, etc. = = 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
Delivered London area. din. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e. me exceeding 100 f. 
Ivere sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways quality 
~- “ap guage or Inside per gal. : a ‘ —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one © way 0 or 135 in. P 
al . a both ways oe 
Hard Drying se for Inside ” 4 ’ : Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto. 2 ll 3 
ee eet Varnish = ” 314 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto f 16 
Eggshell Fla Varnish ” 510 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. : 
Finest sea, gy ” 27 00 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
-o Gold Size see . 112 6 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
Black Japan ” 14 0 The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
Brunswick Black ” i . ; pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
—. fe 180 - Minimum Per ft. sup. 
Knotting (1 gal, bottles free).. +s 220 peas 9-0 4 on quantity —s. “a 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) * 118 0 24 — a “s 2.000 ¢ 
We 30. ee a 
GLASS 202z. 2,000 10} 
ivered London area. Per ft. super 4 in. Rolled Pilate 1,000 7s 
aides s.. d. $ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 5} Patterns, White... 1,000 Tk 
240z. 5s a 9 ‘“ 1g 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, ”Reeded, Luminating 
. = ” ” ” ” ” ” 10 and Spotlyte... . 1,000 104 
ae % 9» . 1 1 fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate 01 or Rough Cast —_ 105 
“Rolled Plate : , 9 3 in. Wired Cast, Hexagona! a eco i of 
ta and } in. Rough Cast « 1 0 i in. Georgian Wired Cast ... wei Gas «so 2000 t 
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Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE-RATES. 
Fee omnnnscnvenevessernennes > Grade Classification. A Al A2 3 
Abergavenny as Craftsmen ... 4/- 3/114 pe 3/104 
Abingdon .. Labourers ... 3/54 3/5 3/44 3/4 
Accrington —— 
An Von Town. Grade. Town. Town. 
Aldeburgh ..... Aylesbury Bedlington ..........ccee0s Blackpool _..... 
Aldershot District . Aylesham ae UD a Blackwell RD 
Alfreton UD Bedw a Blandford ....... 
Alnwick UD Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD 
Altrincham ......... ATG osc acccadnuceasaveen TROT © oes ccncccsecacnaacce A Blidworth ..... 
le Bakewell UD INI aac ccisdccncdentansadacees A ee 
Ambleside ..... Banbury _.......... Heskhameted ......cccccecssess A eee 
Amersham ..... NE. cad cavduasalcdeduauced Berrington __......... aceae Bognor Regis 
Ammanford Barnard Castle UD ......... Berwick Borough ............ A Boldon UD 
PRN 8 oi scs cys cudacnccea Barnoldswick UD ..... Beverley MB. ......ccccccccoces A Bolsover UD 
Anglesey, Isle of Basmaley CB ........... Bewdley MB........... cc LO Cae 
RE 2 pct 8c 0 Barnstaple _............ Bexhill-on-Sea_ .............6+ A2 Boston MB .. 
“we eeahauiensc Barrow-in-Furness ............ Lr ee A2 Les 
Ratkinainnicn ve Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade .... ree Bournemouth District ......A 
pe RD .... (exc. Thrussington A2)...A Billericay ........ ae Brackley MB q...<..<<s<ccecees A 
Ashbourne UD ............... A2 RRR docctacceckcctinncasecarces WR sacccccdcckccstesess ey Bracknell ............ 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD ........ coull i: ea 
Ashby Woulds UD ......... A by-on-the-Wolds Al!) ...... A Bilsthorpe .............+ pene * Bradford-on-Avon 
Ashford (Kent) ............++. A2 TRSIRACONS oss dcsisaccncieais 1 Bilston MB ..... ey | Ee Al 
Ashford (Middlesex) .........A MIN oa accdutcucenbscsacynnkens A Birchington A2 Brandon & Byshottles UD A 
Ashington J ENaC abe A Batley MB ... a * WII cccicccnescecsacaacen bg Brecon—Borough of......... Al 
| ROR a BI sinscinsssonnccicnsens Al Birmingham CB tA Breconshire, County of ... }A2 
Athtonsunderivc fey Beaconsfield District .........A Bishop Auckland UD.........A Brent Knoll A2 
Aspatria and Brayton A2 | ? ee A Bishop’s Stortford -............ A Brentwood 
tone RD ak Beccles _..... A2 Bishops Castle MB. A2 Bridgend ........ 
Attleborough «ahha Bedale RD A Bispham ...... A Bridlington MB 
inster ...., ..A2 EGIOEO  sicervsiscicnccsvensccaeve A Blackburn ey Bridlington RD 





















Continued on page 706. 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Town. Grade. 
Bridgnorth MB ............. Al 
Bridgnorth RD ............... A2 








| ea Al 
Brierfield mibibie he <auaanaed A 
Brighouse MB .......... A 


Brighton & Hove ....... 
Bristol District 
Broadstairs. ......... 
Bromsgrove UD 
Broughton, Flint 
Buckfastleigh ... 
Buckingham ... 

Buckley 
Bungay 
Burnham-on-Crouch 
Burnham-on-Sea 
Burnley 








Caernarvon 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of #a3 
(eS ear 
Camberley District 
CID cintncccncccnseecacées 
Cannock UD 
Canterbury 
I ii ealsienaenaedexadsieneanes 
Cardiganshire,County of tA2 
EN ee tap ehastnsescacactesious A 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Pin 
RE ee eee» A 

ee eee of...Al 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of vas 





Chapel-en-le-Frith .......... LA 
| ieee ses 
Charmy Down ....... a * 
Chatham District ae 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD .. vd 
— Suseeceoranens = 
— e eee 
— - oon 
oo eee A 
Chester-ie-Street UD. ot. 
terfield MB ........ oN 
Chesterfield RD sr Y 
Chichester .......... ooA2 
Chipping _ he 


- nog Chippen- 


ham Within and Harden- 
huish) A2 





Cranleigh A 
Cranwell Aerodrome Site Al 
Crawley 
Crewe 


Crowborough 
Cuckfield...... 
Cwmbran .. 


Dewsbury CB 


tis CB. 
Dorchester .. 
Dorking 
Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Al) 
Dover ......... 
Dovercourt .... es 
Driffield UD ........ Al 
Drigg & Carleton ‘ 
Droitwich MB ....... 
Dudley CB .... 
Dunstable o 
eS ae 













rr A 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val....... A 
East Grinstead District ...A2 


East Kesteven RD............ A2 
East Retford MB............... A 
Eastwood (Notts) UD...... A 
Ebbw Vale & District......... A 







Edenbridge ........... -A2 
RRS 


Epping ........ A 
ered MB A2 
ees A 
BCS ce sccnccccsccescocses A2 
PIED 000s cencccnsecesoses A2 
Falmouth .... sv 
Farcham 





For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 4s. Id.; 





Town. 


Faversham 

Felixstowe . 
Filey UD ... 
Fleetwood .. 
Flint MB ..... 
Folkestone . 
Frinton .... 
Frome 





Godalming iabinehaisteneeien er 

Goole, M 

Goole RD (part—Airmyn, 
Hook) A 












Gaapuet ciasenancen A 
Grantham MB .. A 
rr A 
Grays Thurrock UD Area...A 
Great Yarmouth ............... A 
Grimsby CB.......... er 
Grimsby RD a _ 
Guildford District .. ane 
Halesowen MB A 
Halifax CB A 
Halstead .. -A2 
Haresfield Al 
MRMUMOW cis ctusnsacvepauusossasciee A 
Harpenden ..... osc 
Harrogate MB... one, 
Hartlepool B mer 
Harwell ....... .A2 
RRRIONECHD  veccieazsnreperssnnsscei A 
—” es «via 
Racbesersein nee 
Hatfield (Herts) . oe 
REMIT ‘spss cccrnesess aA 
Haywards Heath . .A2 
Heanor UD .......:000 uA 
Hemel Hempstead ..... wo. 
Henley-on-Thames ......... A2 
DE» witenniguannenesasoant 





Higham Ferrers MB .. 
High Wycombe .. 
Hinckley UD ... 
Hitchin .. 















Hoddesdon 
Holywell . 2 
Horley _........ -A2 
Horncastle UD . ee 
tae 29 ceerete aie 
Hoddersfietd CB.. oA 
es Ee uA 
Hunstanton ......... .A2 


err A 
Iikley UD ... A 
IN scoicisnkensiensenvenacnncouen A 
Isle of Sheppey . 
Isle of Thanet.... 


Isle of Wight .. .A2 
Ilfracombe .A2 
SOUOW TB: oo sossasciveessuscceseen A 
Meet ley WEBS o.0esscesasvssiene A 
SS ere JA 
Kenilworth UD... vA 
Kettering MB ...... NF 
Keynsham ........... re, 
Kidderminster MB............ A 
Kingskerswell ....... ool 
King’s Lynn ....... Pee | 
Kingsteignton . Al 
ATRIRID sicsscssacsscneses stecdh 
Knaresborough UD ......... A 
SHINEE. Sseisessiectdvssseceve A 
GEE on csicnovexedsvescreoocven A 
Leamington MB............... A 
Leatherhead ... ch 
Leeds CB ... A 
Lesk UD .....; ih. 
Leicester CB ...... uA 
Leighton Buzzard . onl 
BEE. sassesscovess Re 4 
Leominster ooehi2 
er A 








Town 


Lew 

Lichfield MB . 
Lincoln CB . 
Liskeard — .cscocee 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool ....... 
rr Al 
Lianelly (incl. Llanelly RD) . 
Llanfairfechan ............... A2 





Llangollen ........ oaclian 
London ..... ae 
Long Eaton . er 
WMD | icdessnanascansanscwvcakete A2 






Loughborough MB .........A 
PUG sinsesssctessoesoves's Al 
Lowestoft er 
DGRION. ccsesess aidan 
Ludlow MB .. ..-A2 
Ludlow RD .. Pe 
BAROO? ky ccccss00s — * 
Lyme Regis ........ . A2 
Lyneham (Devon) .. cola 
MOVEIIEEN  eivcnensssasctascnecencd 
Macclesfield 

Maidenhead = 

Maidstone ....... 

Maldon (Essex) 

Maltby UD ....... 

Malton UD 


Malvern UD ... 
Manchester .... 
Manningtree ..... 
Mansfield MB 
Cs eee 
een A2 
Market Harborough RD...A1 
Market Harborough UD ... 










Mexborough UD .... 
Middlesbrough CB ... 


ssi 

Market Rasen UD............ A2 
Martock ...... A2 
Maryport A 
Matlock UD oe 
Melksham A2 
Melton Mowbray UD ...... Al 
Merionethshire ............... A2 
Merthyr ............. wA 
eee 

once 

on 

A 










Middleton .......... 
Middlewich — 
Mildenhall ........... se 
Milford Haven UD ......... Al 
Oe aaa A2 
Monmouth—Borough of...Al 
Monmouthshire............... Al 
Morecambe _....... = 
Moreton Valence .. .A2 
I ss ccasveccsssase jae 
Morpeth B a 
Morpeth RD uA 
Mundesley ............ paventeek A2 
scpahasvansectecasos A 
ey &  Valicy . sas 
ID sciureus sess oon 
Newark MB.. me 
SEES nen sacinsteenpandnnsist A2 
Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
New Forest District ......... Al 
Newmarket ..... Al 
Newport, Mon. . A 
Newport Pagnell A2 
Newquay ...... BE 
Newton Abbot ... <seaiee 
Normanton UD. ............. A 
Northallerton District ...... A 
Northallerton UD A 
Northampton CB .... 
North Shields .......... 
North Walsham 
Northwich .......... 


Norton Radstock 
EWE ic stsensasvase 
Nottingham CB .. 









Nuneaton MB _......ccseceees 
ORDA RD: 6:00: cccccesseses0 A2 
Oakham UD i <oustae 
Okehampton A2 
OMham ...0652+0. a 
0 me 
Orme — os.sccscoe coals 
Ossett & Horbury . me 
EY, vscccccccacs A2 
Oundle UD osha 
co me 
MONE Sacstaceseccasecnseutore Al 
Padstow 

Paignton .... 

DUE vadsvdnvaecenixesiescemcud 








Town. Grade. 


Pembrokeshire (except Mil- 
ford Haven) . -A2 

Penmaenmawr 

Penrith UD .. 

Penzance A2 

Peterborough, Soke of er 
ern Regional portion) . 

















on EE wy: 
Pickering oaciee 
Plymouth ..... ae 
Pontefract MB ....... ey 
Pontypool & District ......... A 
Pontypridd District .........A 
| re . 
Portishead... alk 
Portland Bill . Al 
Portsmouth ...... aA 
Port Talbot uA 
ee ehh 
Princetown. .A2 
PUGROY WED ic sccccnssvccccecescs A 
PUTO vescesscsccesccess A2 


Radnorshire, County of $A2 
See A2 
Raunds UD .............0000+++ A 


RG ODD in. scccesccesvesse A 
Redhill & Reigate ............ A 
Rhondda Valley ........ wcll 


Richmond B (Yorks) ......... 
Ripon MB ............... 
Rochdale .... 

Rochester ..... 1 
Ross-on-Wye : 
Rossendale Valley aan 
Rotherham CB . oul 
Royston _....... sect 
PORTED ccvensscseunencctases A 
Rugeley UD ..... Al 
PRAM IED es ccscvsvesccsesan A 


Saffron Walden ee 
St. Albans oe 
St. Austell . .A2 
ko ee A 


St. Neots ....... oocan 
Salisbury City .. 
Salisbury Plain . 


OO ee ee 
Sawbridgeworth ............... A 
Saxmundham .. soca 
Scarborough Oe Ea A 
Scunthorpe MB ............... A 
Seaford & Newhaven...... A2 
BE WN dsasssessenvecicesven A 
REED Aa scaccncensbestesees A 
Shaftesbury eos 
Sheerness ........ oosdae 
Sheffield MB. .................. A 
Shepton Mallet . er 7 
Sherborne ....... ogee 
Shipley _....... Re 
SHOCDOUPYNEES ....cccccccescvees A 
Shoreham .......... a 
Shrewsbury MB ............... A 
Sirhowy Valleys ............... A 
ees -- acpet von 
Skegness UD . cosel 
Skipton UD. uA 
Sleaford UD Al 





Slough, Windsor & Eton 
ee Al 
Smethwick CB .. 
Snittisham ........ <a 
ee A 
Somerset, County of...... TA2 
Southampton and 





OO A 
Southend-on-Sea Dist....... A 
UE viiccsasisniccsvorcessen A 
South Shields CB .. A 









Southwold _.......... sonar 
Spalding UD .. «woth 
Stafford MB.... ee 
Staines ............ casei 
Stamford MB ... Al 
MI OIIVAGN, veccessccvcoucaveesesn A 
SE sas csapaccsvevocveravent A 
Stockport ....... a 
Stockton RD ........ ince 
Stockton-on-Tees B...........+ A 


Stoke-on-Trent CB ............ A 


Stoke Orchard ....... . Al 
Stourbridge MB uA 
Stourport UD . aA 
Stowmarket ............... Al 
Stratford-on-Avon MB...... A 
Stroud (RD Area)............ Al 
Sunderland CB ... wacell 
Summingdale .......ccccecesses 





Labourers, 3s. 64d. {Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Nore.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 


2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


Women’s RaTes.—In Pog geomy throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 1¢d. per hour. Women engaged on work other that 
. 9$d. per hour. 


craft processes, 2s 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 110 
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Town. Ori 
Sutton Coldfield MB. A 
Swadlincote UD .. mee 
Swaffham ......... ‘Y 
Swanage District a 
Swansea ........... * 


Swindon District 
Swinton UD ..... 


Tamworth MB .......... 

Taunton 
Tavistock 
Tenterden ...... 
Teignmouth 
Tewkesbury ...... 
Thames Haven .. 
Thetford ......... 
Thirsk RD .. 
Thorpe Bay ........ 


Toduerden MB. 
Tonbridge ......... 
Torquay 
Totnes 
Trowbrid ge ey 
; ee 
Tunbridge Wells 1 
Tynemouth CB ..... ae 
A 











Ulverston 
Uppingham (S ; 
Uttoxeter RD ... AD 
Uttoxeter UD......... sca 


Wakefield (CB ..;......<sco0 A 
Wakefield RD .. 
Wallsall CB..... 
Wallsend B .. 
WR ccscsesess 
Walton-on-Naze 
ear 
Warminster 
Warrington ..... 
Warwick MB .. 
Wednesbury MB.. 
Wellingborough UD 
Wellington UD ...... : 
Wellington (Somerset) . 
Wells (Norfolk) .........44 
Wells (Somerset) ... 
Welwyn 
Welwyn Gar. City .. 
West Bromwich CB.. 
Westbury 
Westcliff-on-Sea 
Westerham a 
West Hartlepool CB ......... 
Westmorland (except 
MOMENI ciiscnavnesccacscacete 
Weston-super-Mare MM 
WOU DETERS: schsencccossccsatead A 
Weymouth (including Port- 
land Bill, excluding Port- 
land Stoneyards) .........Al 
Whitby UD 
Whitby RD 
Whitehaven 














bac o el and District ...A2 
oo ers A 
Widnes ...... ieee 
Wigan 
Wigton 
Wilmslow ............-. 
Wilts. County of. 
Wimborne .... 
Wincanton 
Winchester ....... 
Windermere . 
Wisbech ....... 
WO TEMININD \ceversccsenss 
Withernsea UD ....... 
UGGS cacisevsscnives sevens 
Wokingham ..............:68 
Wolverhampton CB ........A 
Wolverton District .........A2 
Woodbridge ...........- Al 
Woodhall Bea UD. nan 
Woodstock _........ “aes 
Worcester CB .............s00 A 
Workington .......... ee 
Worksop MB ....... — | 
Worthing ........ eae 
Weenkam (incl. Cefn)... A 
Wroughton A 
er wap nte 
Wymondham _........ cee 
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Gr 





Idfield MB . 
eUD... 


pool CB ........A 
1 (except 


including Port- 
excluding Port- 
ryards) Al 





onkseaton UDA 
nd District ...A2 
A 





ftsmen, 4s. Id.; 


1 Shops, receive 


ork other that 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


WEDNESBURY APPOINTMENT 


Mr. N. ASHWoRTH, deputy surveyor to 
Wednesbury Corporation, has been 
appointed surveyor as from December 1 
next. He succeeds Mr. C. G. Morrish, who 
has retired owing to ill-health. 


300th POST-WAR DWELLING 


Wandsworth Borough Council’s 3,000th 
post-war dwelling was opened by Mr. 
Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, at the William Willison 
Fstate, West Hill, Putney, SW15, on Octo- 
ber 12. The architects for the West Hill 
scheme are Sir Lancelot Keay, Basil G. 
Duckett & Partners. 


THE LATE MR. R. H. BIFFA 


The death occurred on September 22 of 
Mr. R. H. Biffa, of “ Ivanhoe,” Catlins-lane, 
Fastcote, Middlesex, at the age of 73 years. 
Mr. Biffa was chairman of Richard Biffa, 
Ltd., clinker contractors, of Wembley, a busi- 
ness which he formed some 50 years ago. 


STEEL PRODUCTION UP 


The Iron and Steel Board state that stee) 
production in September averaged 397,800 
tons a week. This compares with 372,300 
tons a week in September, 1954. 


MECHANICAL HANDLING FILM 


“Mechanical Handling on Show” is the 
title of a new film which provides a pic- 
torial record, with sound commentary, of 
modern handling methods and appliances 
as demonstrated at recent Mechanical 
Handling Exhibitions. The film forms an 
introduction to all the principal types of 
British equipment, including earth-moving 
equipment, and conveyors, mobile cranes 
and overhead crane with radio control, and 
tailboard loaders. Its premiére was recently 
held in London, and copies are now avail- 
able on free loan. They can be obtained 
fom H. A. Collman, “ Mechanical Hand- 
ling,” Dorset House, Stamford-street, SE1; 
from G. B. Equipments, Ltd., Film Division, 
Aintree-road, Perivale, Greenford, Middx; 
or from the COI Central Film Library, 
Government Buildings, Bromyard-avenue, 
Acton, W3. The film was sponsored by the 
journal Mechanical Handling, who also 
organise the exhibition. The next Mechani- 
cal Handling Exhibition will be held at Earls 
Court, London, from May 9 to 19, 1956. 
Further information can be obtained from: 
The Exhibition Manager, Dorset House, 
Stamford-street, SE1. 


CONCRETE PRACTICE COURSES 


A list of technical colleges offering train- 
ing courses in concrete practice designed for 
the practical man on the job has been issued 
by the Cement and Concrete Association, 
52, Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. Last year 
about 50 colleges widely dstributed through- 
out the country ran the course and on the 
results of an examination held Jast May 
the City and Guilds of London Institute 
awarded Certificates in Concrete Practice to 
successful candidates. In view of the favour- 
able reception of the scheme, the City and 
Guilds Committee has now drawn up a sylla- 
bus for a second year, and many colleges 
will be offering this in the coming session, 


as well as repeating the first year of the 
course, 


THE BUILDER 


NEW OFFICERS OF THE NSAS 


At the recent annual general meeting of 
the National Smoke Abatement Society Sir 
Ernest Smith, CBE, the retiring president. 
accepted an invitation to continue in office 
for a further year, in view of the death of 
the president-elect, Lord Horder. New vice- 
presidents elected were Ald. J. J. Milton, of 
Bristol; the retiring executive council chair- 
man, Dr. W. R. Martine (Senior Adminis- 
trative Medical Officer, Birmingham); and 
Mr. James Law, who until his recent retire- 
ment was chief smoke inspector, Sheffield. 
Rotherham and District Smoke Abatement 
Committee. The executive council of the 
society has elected Mr. F. J. Redstone (chief 
sanitary inspector, Bristol) as its new chair- 
man. New deputy-chairmen are Dr. J. S. G. 
Burnett (medical officer of Health, Preston) 
and Mr. John Innes (chief sanitary inspector, 
Paisley, and president of the Scottish division 
of the society). 


COUNCIL RESIST CLAIM 


Mr. John L. Evans, Town Clerk of Kid- 
derminster, is resisting a claim for £3,582 
development charges made to the Borough 
Council by the Central Land Board. The 
charges are in respect of land at Bewdley 
Hill, Kidderminster, bought by the council 
as a public open space in 1951. Mr. Evans 
and the Land Board put different interpre- 
tations on the wording of the appropriate 
section of the Town and Country Planning 
Act. At Wolverley, near Kidderminster, the 
local playing-fields committee is resisting a 
similar charge of £1,348 in respect of de- 
velopment of the village’s playing-fields. 


BUILDING PLANT SHOW 


Next year’s Building Plant Exhibition, 
organised by the Ministry of Works, will 
be held at Newcastle-on-Tyne from Septem- 
ber 12 to September 19, 1956, inclusive. The 
site of the exhibition is the D and E car 
parks of the Gosforth Park Racecourse, the 
entrance to which is on the Great North 
Road some three miles from the centre of 
Newcastle. Part of the site and an adjoining 
area will be available for working demon- 
strations by all kinds of plant. 


CIRCULAR CHAPEL 


The school chapel to be built at the 
Yorkshire Residential School for the Deaf 
at Doncaster will be circular in design, so 
that the deaf children can follow the 
preacher’s lips. The architect is Mr. J. S. 
Comper, FRIBA, and his design introduces 
light from the north side and from above. 
This is because it has been found that light 
from the south throws shadows and makes 


speech reading difficult. The building, 
which has been approved by the Ministry 
of Education, is estimated to cost over 


£20,000 and will seat 200. 


BARK BEETLE CAMPAIGN 


Wrexham Rural Council has just finished 
a campaign for the extermination of a small 
army of brown bark beetles which had been 
found to be infesting Swedish houses at 
Broughton. The beetles were in appearance 
somewhat similar to common wood beetles, 
and it is assumed they were in timber sec- 
tions of the houses when they were erected 
some years ago. Every piece of bark in 
the houses was stripped off and insecticide 
was applied with good effect. The timber 
itself had been left unaffected by the beetles 
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and there was no sign of any furniture 
having been attacked, so that it is assumed 
the beetles confined their activities to the 
bark. The DSIR, to whom specimens were 
sent, identified them as a type of beetle 
for which there is no popular name. They 
are said to confine themselves to the bark 
of soft wood, but penetration was limited 
to a small depth. Experts declared that in 
the course of time the pests would die out 
without any treatment and that there was 
no danger of serious structural damage. 


HOUSING LOAN RATES 


Ellesmere Port Borough Council has 
decided to ask for a reduction in rates of 
interest for housing loans, and has passed 
a resolution recording deep concern at the 
recent series of increases. It asks that the 
rates be stabilised irrespective of bank rate 
fluctuations. Alderman H. G. Black said 
he would support the resolution, but it 
was, he said, a “ milk and water ” resolution 
which meant nothing. The whole question 
of subsidies had got out of perspective. 


HOUSES FOR TEACHERS 


The provision of houses for teachers under 
the West Riding County Council has been 
approved in principle by the council’s policy 
and finance sub-committee, and a special 
sub-committee has begn set up to consider 
a scheme and make recommendations. 
There are over 500 vacancies on the teaching 
staff of the West Riding, and the housing 
problem has been a major difficulty in 
recruitment. 


FAULTY FLOORS AT WARWICK 


Warwick Corporation is making arrange- 
ments to move tenants from Saltisford Com- 
mon Estate where floors of new prefabricated 
houses have cracked and walls bulged. Ten- 
ants of the 34 houses affected are to be 
moved to newly built houses close by while 
repairs are carried out at an estimated cost 
of £7,200. It is stated in a letter from the 
corporation to tenants that the damage has 
been caused by the swelling of colliery shale 
which was used for filling beneath the floors 
and which was affected by the damp. The 
shale also contains a chemical which attacks 
concrete. 


ROADS PROGRAMME SPEED-UP 
URGED 


Concern at the slow and lengthy official 
procedure for road improvement is expressed 
by the National Road Transport Federation 
in its report for 1954-55. The report points 
out that the Federation feel that it should 
be possible to speed up and streamline the 
routine in connection with the carrying out 
of improvements to highways. It is also 
their view that work on alterations to main 
road which hold up the flow of industrial 
traffic should be carried on during the night 
and throughout the week-ends. 


SURFACE WATER YEAR-BOOK 


Much information of value to those con- 
cerned with the flow of water in rivers and 
streams is contained in the latest issue of the 
surface water year-book (“Surface Water 
Year-Book of Great Britain, 1945-53,” pub- 
lished by HM Stationery Office, price 35s.). 
prepared by the surface water survey branch 
of the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, which was published on QOcto- 
ber 17. 
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THE USE OF CEMENT 
MoW’s Economy Methods 


A TOTAL of 3,630 tons of cement was 
*"“ saved on Ministry of Works sites in the 
placing of 124,482 cubic yards of concrete on 
70 sites during the year ended April 30 last. 
This economy was achieved by having con- 
crete placed according to guaranteed 
strength specifications and mix design 
methods used by the Ministry instead of in 
the manner that earlier standard specifica- 
tions would have required. (See also Cement 
Economy and Improved Concrete, Novem- 
ber, 1954.) 

Altogether 117 different concrete mixes 
were required, and on all but six sites these 
were designed at the contractors’ request 
by the Ministry’s engineers. The Ministry 
would like to see more contractors design- 
ing these mixes themselves to suit materials 
locally available. The new guaranteed 
strength standards call for compaction by 
high-frequency vibration for all quality- 
controlled concrete. It has been noted with 
satisfaction that contractors are tending to 
use vibration even when this is not specified. 
For compacting thin slabs in contact with 
the ground the most suitable process seems 
to be the vibrating roller. The Ministry 
hopes to extend the use of its specification 
for consolidation of this kind. Formerly 
this technique was practised only on roads: 
now it is being adopted for floors. 

The Ministry has acquired an ultra-sonic 
instrument, such as has already been applied 
satisfactorily in steel work, for testing the 
strength and quality of concrete after it 
has been placed. The instrument is being 
used on sites of different types so that its 
potentialities may be explored. Two films 
on the design of concrete mixes and vibrated 
concrete have recently been made by the 
Ministry under the Conditional Aid Pro- 
gramme, and it is hoped that they will soon 
be available to local associations, supervis- 
ing grades, and operatives. The titles of 
the films, each of which runs for approxi- 
mately 10 minutes are: 

Designing a Concrete Mix. (Illustrates a 
selection of aggregates, tests, and trial mixes 
to determine the most suitable mix for a 
required strength.) 

Vibrated Concrete on a Building Site. 
(Shows new ways of achieving economies in 
labour, materials and shuttering. An im- 
mersion vibrator and a power float are seen 
at work.) 

Information on the possibility of seeing 
these films locally can be obtained from the 
Regional Technical Information Officer at 
the nearest Ministry Regional Office. 





PAINTING OF STEELWORK 


“The Painting of Structural Steelwork,” 
the third interim report of the joint technical 


panel J/P1, British Iron and Steel Re- 
search Association, 11, Park Lane, WI, 
has recently been published. The 


report details the results of an investigation 
started in 1945 by representatives of BISRA 
and the British paint industry into the per- 
formance of various paint schemes and the 
effectiveness of various methods of surface 
preparation. A large number of observa- 
tions have been made over the years, and 
the report records these in detail. Copies 
are available, price 5s., from The Information 
Officer, The British Iron and Steel Research 
Association. 
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ASSISTED 
WIRING SCHEMES 


Government to Leave Decision to 
Electricity Boards 


EGISLATION will not be initiated to 
compel electricity boards to operate 
assisted wiring schemes. The Minister of 
Housing and Local Government makes this 
clear in a reply to the Metropolitan 
Boroughs Standing Joint Committee. 

The Committee reports that they first 
made representations to the London Elec- 
tricity Board on the matter in January, 1954. 
They then asked for the early introduction 
of an assisted wiring scheme to be as nearly 
as possible the same as the scheme formerly 
operated by borough councils who owned 
electricity undertakings. The matter had 
been referred to the Committee by Stoke 
Newington Borough Council, who were con- 
cerned at the number of cases reported 
where the LEB had found that electrical 
wiring was defective and the consumer had 
been informed that it must receive attention. 

In some cases the landlord or his agent 
had refused to pay and the tenant was faced 
either with a bill for repairs or no elec- 
tricity supply. In the absence of any agree- 
ment relating to repairs there was no Jegal 
liability to compel the landlord or tenant 
to repair the wiring, and in cases of hard- 
ship the National Assistance Board was 
unable to help. 

If the tenant was unable to pay for re- 
pairs, hardship arose in that electricity might 
be cut off. The LEB informed the Stoke 
Newington Council that they were unable 
to assist such tenants. 

In February this year officials of the Com- 
mittee discussed the position with the LEB. 
The Committee received a report in April. 
They then decided that the only satisfactory 
solution seemed to be for the LEB to intro- 
duce an assisted wiring scheme similar to 
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Batsford 
Bookshop 


you are invited to inspect 
one of the most compre- 
hensive stocks to be found 
of English and foreign 
books on Modern Archi- 
tecture and Building Con- 
struction. 
Catalogue available on 
request 


15, North Audley St., 
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those operating before nationalisation, 5 
was decided to inform the Minister of Hoy. 
ing and Local Government and the Ministe; 
of Fuel and Power of the position ang to 
request that they arrange for introduction of 
legislation to authorise the electricity boar, 
to introduce such assisted wiring schemes, 

The latest development is a letter from the 
Minister of Housing and Local Governmen 
stating that the Minister of Fuel and Powe, 
takes the view that the question of Assisted 
wiring schemes is for the LEB to conside, 
on its merits. 

There should be no question of the 
Government seeking by legislation to compel 
boards to undertake these schemes, or, jp. 
deed, to give them a subsidy enabling them 
to do so when the boards themselves fing 
that such schemes are financially unattrac. 
tive. 

The Ministers jointly suggest that the diff- 
culties which the Board consider as standing 
in the way of such schemes should be pur- 
sued by the Committee with the Board and 
also with the LEB Consultative Council 
which was set up to represent the interests 
of the consumers in the area. 

The Metropolitan Boroughs Standing 
Joint Committee agrees that the attention of 
the LEB Consultative Council should be 
drawn to the problem and that the Council 
should be asked to urge of the LEB to intro. 
duce an assisted wiring scheme on the lines 
formerly operated by local authorities which 
owned electricity undertakings. 


BCBI 
69th Annual Dinner 


PPHE 69th annual dinner of the Builders’ 
Clerks’ Benevolent Institution was held 
at the Café Royal, London, on October II. 

Mr. K. P. Rusu, AMICE, president, 
BCBI, responding to the toast of the Institu- 
tion, proposed by Mr. Eric Rice, CBE, JP, 
FIOB, past-president, BCBI, thanked those 
who had contributed to the funds of the 
Institution for the relief that would be 
brought to retired builders’ clerks and their 
dependants in straitened circumstances. 
There were many cases of real hardship 
which never came to light because of 
personal pride. He said that the Institution 
would welcome help in locating these people. 
The term builders’ clerk, he added, covers 
a wide field and the Institution was at the 
moment considering amending the rules re- 
garding the donation of grants. 

A further response to the toast proposed 
by Mr. Rice came from Mr. S. H. F. 
PuLLEY, FRGS, hon. treasurer of the Insti- 
tution, who said that much had been done 
by the welfare state for the aged poor, 
but the state did not bridge the gap between 
the necessities of living and a modicum of 
comfort; this was where the BCBI came in. 
He added that the committee was getting 
very small and said that he was himself not 
as young as he used to be and appealed for 
senior members of building firms to volun- 
teer for service on the BCBI committee in 
order that it might carry on smoothly. 

Other speakers were Mr. N. E. Wates. 
MIOB, Mr. H. J. Whitfield Lewis, ARIBA. 
and Mr. C. F. Golton. 


Among those present were: Mr. A. H. Adamson, 
OBE; Mr. A. Barty, FRICS; Sir Thomas P. Bennett, 
KBE, FRIBA; Mr. D. H. Curry; Mr. H. J. Falkus, 
MIOB: Mr. S. E. Fry; Mr. Malcolm Glover, MICE; 
Mr. W. H. Gough-Cooner, p-p, BCBI; Mr. N 
Hannen, MIOB; Mr. P. Hardinge; Mr. Gerald Hi 


MIOB: Mr. G. H. A. Hughes, OBE; Mr. S. H 
Loweth, FRIBA: Mr. P. Fotheringham _ Parker, 
MIOB: Mr. N. J. Rush; Mr. R. E. Stenning; and 


Mr. W. Tompkins. 
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[From Our Own Correspondents] 


AUSTRALIA.—Rothman’s, Ltd., of Lon- 
don, is the latest big overseas tobacco com- 
pany to announce plans for an Australian 
plant for the manufacture of cigarettes. A 
company has been established with a 
nominal capital of £2m. ~ ti 
American style “drive-in” shopping 
centre, the first of its type in Australia, is 
being planned at Albion, Melbourne. 


BELGIUM.—A new road fund has been 
set up by the Belgian Government with the 
object of speeding up the work of extend- 
ing and improving the national road net- 
work. The new fund will be responsible for 
spending something like £200m. over the 
next 15 years. 


EGYPT.—The construction of two 
modern silos, one of 40,000 tons. capacity 
near Cairo and the other of 30,000 in 
Alexandria, Egypt, is under active considera- 
tion. Two US experts recently arrived in 
Cairo to examine the scheme from the tech- 
nical aspect and they will shortly be joined 
by a Swedish expert. When detailed speci- 
fications have been drawn up, it is expected 
that international tenders will then be 
invited. The total cost is placed at £14m. 
... A project is in hand to build and equip 
a factory at Ghamra, Cairo, to produce 
asphalt and cement paving tiles, at an esti- 
mated cost of £400,000. 

LEBANON.—Although no definite 
decision has been taken, it seems likely that 
the Port Company, Lebanon, will undertake 
a project for the development of a third 
basin at Beirut before the end of this year 
at a reported cost of approximately £60m. 
(Lebanese). 

SAUDI-ARABIA.—Work on _ various 
royal palaces in Saudi-Arabia is continuing. 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Ladin, the main con- 
tractor for the King’s new Jedan Palace, 
has been made Minister of State, and a new 
palace to cost nearly £3m. is now beginning 
to be built in Riyadh. . . . An agreement 
is reported to have been reached whereby 
the Saudi and Egyptian governments are to 
construct a road to link the two countries. 
...A letter of credit to pay for the costs 
of a full-scale survey of the derelict section 
of the Hejaz railway has been opened. This 
: a prelude to construction work on this 
ine. 


EXCAVATORS INQUIRY 


*The Stores Dept., South African Rail- 
ways require nine heavy duty, diesel-engine- 
driven, crawler mounted, full revolving exca- 
vators, complete with positive crowd shovel 
attachments, having a liquid bucket capacity 
of not less than 3 cu. yd., with additional 
equipment including back-acter or trench 
hoe. 

Address to which bids should be sent: 
Bids in sealed envelopes, endorsed Tender 
No. F.5315: Excavators, should be addressed 
to: The Chairman of the Tender Board, PO 
Box 7784, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Closing date: November 11, 1955. 

_ A copy of the tender documents may be 
inspected in Room 805 at Export Services 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1, 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 


formation Service. 
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until October 22, after which date 
it will be available for loan to UK 
firms in order of receipt of applications. 
A photo-copy set can be purchased from the 
branch for 8s. 

Copies of a leaflet issued by the Stores 
Department of the South African Railways 
regarding “ Instructions for the Guidance of 
Overseas Tenderers and their South African 
Representatives or Agents,” are available at 
Export Services Branch, Board of Trade. 

Please quote ref. No. ESB/22186/55 in 
any correspondence with the branch about 
this circular. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 738 
or 771.) 

CONCRETE BRIDGE, SOUTH AFRICA 

* A contract has been issued for the con- 
struction of a reinforced concrete bridge to 
carry Ridge-road across Berea-road, Durban, 
South Africa. 

Issuing authority and tender number: City 
Engineer’s Department, Durban Corporation. 
Contract No. B2159. 

Address to which bids should be sent: 
The Town Clerk, City Hall, Durban. 

Closing date: November 4, 1955. 

A copy of the tender documents is avail- 
able for loan to United Kingdom firms in 
order of receipt of applications from Ex- 
port Services Branch, BoT, Lacon House, 
Theobalds-road, WC1. 

Please quote Ref. No. ESB/22166/55 in 
any correspondence with the branch about 
this circular. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 738 
or 771.) 











THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 

Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 

Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 

Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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PREFABRICATED 
HUT FOR ETHIOPIA 


An example of one of the 
latest types of Arcon pre- 
fabricated buildings will be 
exhibited at the Haile 
Selassie Silver Jubilee 
Fair at Addis Ababa, from 
November 12 to December 4. 
This is the Arcon monopitch 
roof, originally developed 
for low-cost housing in 
Africa. Participation in the 
Addis Ababa Fair is by the 
Arcon Group’s marketing 
agents, Taylor Woodrow 
(Building Exports), Ltd. 





ASWAN DAM PROJECT 

Mr. Thomas Paton and Mr. Anthony 
Magnall, representing Sir Alexander Gibb 
and Partners, arrived in Cairo on October 15 
to conclude a contract with the Egyptian 
Government whereby the company will act 
as consulting engineers for the £200m. High 
Dam project at Aswan. 


They conferred with members of the 
High Dam committee, including Colonel 
Samir Helmi, who recently visited Britain 
in connection with the project. 

Talks between representatives of the 
Egyptian Government and the World Bank 
are due to open in Washington next month. 


A Cairo report earlier this month said 
that Russia was making an offer to Egypt 
in this connection. (Details of this project 
were given in The Builder of October 14.) 


A CANADIAN CONTRACT 


Enfield Cables. Ltd., of Brimsdown, 
Middlesex, have been awarded a contract 
to the value of approximately $500,000 by 
the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of 
Ontario. Canada. The cables will be laid 
in Ottawa. 


GOLDEN JUBILEE IN STEEL 

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
opening of their Hulton Steelworks, Messrs. 
John Booth and Sons (Bolton), Ltd., gave a 
cocktail party at the Dorchester Hotel, Lon- 
don, on Tuesday, October 11. In a short 
speech Mr. A. V. Booth, a director of the 
company, welcomed the many members of 
contracting firms, architects and representa- 
tives of the technical Press who were present 
and stressed the good relations which had 
been maintained between the company and 
its employees. Since the general strike in 
1926, he said, only eight or nine days had 
been lost through stoppages and the works 
had operated a night shift for three-quarters 
of the time. The toast of ‘* Booths” was 
proposed by Mr. Campbell, of British Trans- 
port. 

A collection of photographs of works 
carried out by the Company was arranged 
around the walls and it was interesting to 
observe that among other netable contracts, 
Messrs. Booths have been responsible for the 
construction of floating bridges for “ Mul- 
bery ” harbours, the Portal type frame build- 
ings and a number of important construc- 
tional works overseas. 
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‘Direct Labour Shows Satisfactory 
Results,” says SSHA 


HE satisfactory working of the Direct 
Labour Organisation in building work is 
referred to by the Scottish Special Housing 
Association in their eighth annual digest 
which has recently been published. Based 
on prices agreed by the Department of 
Health as competitive with contractors’ cur- 
rent prices, valuations made as near as 
possible at the end of the financial year 
showed that during the year a satisfactory 
surplus had accrued on the building work, 
and on site-servicing cost, in spite of the ex- 
ceptionally inclement weather through which 
work continued. 

The accumulated surplus since 1946, when 
the present system of assessing direct labour 
financial results was introduced, is estimated 
at £519,589, being £308,296 on housebuilding 
and £211,293 on site-servicing. 

In the year under review the building 
operations of the Direct Labour Organisation 
were entirely concerned with the erection of 
no-fines concrete dwellings, mainly three and 
four storey blocks of flats. Figures avail- 
able from completed no-fines concrete con- 
tracts showed that the highly mechanised 
methods employed had reduced substantially 
the number of man-hours required to build a 
house. This achievement derived not merely 
from mechanisation, or the type of wall con- 
struction, but also from the advances made 
in recent years in developing as a matter of 
routine within the association the closest col- 
laboration between designer and builder from 
the preliminary planning stage. 

In a foreword to the report, the chairman 
of the association, Mr. R. J. Thomson, states 
that for the third year in succession the num- 
ber of houses completed had been around 
the 5,000 mark. The report shows that at 
the end of March the association had built 
35,470 houses, of which 32,641 had been 
completed since the war. The number com- 
pleted during the year was 4,952. 

Slum Clearance Problems 


COMMENTING on the criticism by Glasgow 
Presbytery of slum conditions in the city, the 
Lord Provost of Glasgow, Mr. ANDREW 
Hoop, in opening the Modern Homes Exhi- 
bition in the Kelvin Hall on October 5, said 
that the corporation would agree with what 
had been said about getting rid of such pro- 
perties, but there were some real difficulties 
in the way of redevelopment. 

The Lord Provost said that present develop- 
ments at Drumchapel, Castlemilk, and 
Easterhouse would provide accommodation 
for 100,000 persons, but when these schemes 
were completed there would be no more 
virgin sites left for building houses. Rede- 
velopment within the city would not allow 
for accommodation being made to house a 
number of people equal to those who would 
be displaced. That was why the corporation 
had to consider developments at Cumber- 
nauld and elsewhere. 

Private builders, he said, were not able 
to make a profit out of building houses for 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 

LLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s. 
Ist 25 44. 0 
2nd 334 58 8 
3rd 50 38 0 
4th 664 117 4 
Sth 75 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft > cc - end of s. d. 
probationary period) 3 3 


Operatives on labouring eperstions (at 
end of probationary period) .. 2 











letting and it became inevitable that the cor- 
poration should do it. If the city’s housing 
problem was to be solved then the authority 
must continue with their efforts and the fact 
must be faced that if houses had to be built 
for renting at a figure which could be paid 
by the people occupying them there could 
be no question of the abolition of housing 


subsidies. 
New Homes from Old 


SCOTLAND must start now to produce more 
new homes from old. More than half the 
population still live in houses built before 
the first world war. Many of these houses 
are sound structurally, and it would be folly 
for us to go on allowing them to degenerate 
into slums. 

Mr. J. NIxoN Browne, MP, Joint Parlia- 
mentary Under Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, made these points when opening a new 
block of modernised houses at Innerleithen 
on October 11. He called on private owners 
and councils to take advantage of the govern- 
ment grants available, and press on with 
modernisation schemes. 

Mr. Nixon Browne said that these had 
four advantages: “ First, these houses cost 
less than new ones, and use less materials. 
Second, you don’t need to build access roeds 
or provide new gas or electricity services, 
and you don’t use up good agricultural land. 
Third, they provide good homes for old 








“POLY” 
P.V.cC. FLOORING 
in sheet or tiles 


The new low-priced flooring ! 


RESILIENT 
NON-STRETCH 
HARD-WEARING 


Supplied in 23 attractive 
Marbled Colours 


EDWARD STUART & CO. 


8 HOLBEIN PLACE, 
LONDON S.W.1 Tel: SlLOane 4065/4021 
Also: CORK TILE, WOOD BLOCK, 
THERMO-PLASTIC and other FLOORINGS 
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people, who so often want small Conveniey; 
houses in the centre of our towns, (A 
National Assistance Board inquiry shove 
that most very old people are * under. 
crowded ’ rather than * overcrowded.’) Lag 
they preserve the character of our towns” 


Factory Offer by English Firm 


AN ENGLISH FIRM engaged on light preg. 
sion engineering closely associated with th: 
electronics industry, are prepared to byjj 
a factory in Central or Southern Scotlay 
if they can be provided with a suitable si 
of two to three acres and the local authority 
are prepared to build a number of houses- 
15 in the first instance—for key workers, 

Town or county councils who are attracie 
by the proposition are invited to commnuy 
cate immediately with the Scottish Counc 
(Development and Indusiry). 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—Plans are in hand for territorial centre (ej. 
mated cost, £63,000) at a site at Seafield. Architec 
Stevenson & Ferguson (F), 26, Wellington-sq., Th 
Sandgate, Ayr. 

Bo’ness.—Plans are in hand for new developmen: 
of West Lothian houses consisting of 12 four- an 
14 three-apartment houses at Douglas Park. Counc! 

G. V. Renton, Master of Works Office 
Municipal Buildings, Bo'ness. 
Dumfriesshire.—Plans are in hand for new housiy 


Master of Works Offices, Langholm. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for extensive 
alterations and additions to buildings at Gorgon-s 
City, for Cooks Travel Agency, London, and Jams 
Allan & Sons, Ltd. Architect, Leslie C. Norton 
4, St. George’s-st., Hanover-sq., WCl. 

Glasgow.—Plans_ have been prepared for Scotts 
Industrial Estates, Ltd., for extensions to their teeter 
buildings at the Queenslie Industrial Estate, Wes: 
Architects, George Boswell, Mitchell & Johnston 
(F&A), 256, West George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for ** Twis- 
teel’’ Reinforcement, Ltd., St. Vincent-pl., for e- 
tensions, alterations and additions at Pinkston-rd 
Keppochhill. Architect, James Taylor (F), 196, Wes 
Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their 
tectural staff at 175, West George-st., Glasgow, for 
offices, garage, etc., at London-rd., Bri ae for 
Alexander Scott & Co. (Contractors), Ltd., 25, Cale 
donia-st., Paisley. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for alterations 
and additions at 45-47, Union-st., City, by their own 
staff of architects, for Hepworths, Ltd., Providence 
Works, Claypit-la., Leeds. 





Greenock.—Preliminary plans have been prepared | 


for the proposed demolition of 102 houses at the 
North Mauninhill housing site, and the development 
of the site in three-storey tenements (188 dwellings 


as a first instalment). Architect, Robert L. Rankine § 








gauoeor <= 


ye 





(F), Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs 
Hamilton-st., Cathcart-sq., Greenock. 


Inverness-shire.—Plans are in hand for scheme of | 


24 houses at a Beauly site. Council A, Alexander 
Cullen (F), County Offices, Nessbank, Inverness 

Isle of Arran.—Plans are to be prepared for the 
Education Authority of Buteshire for new classrooms, 
etc., for the primary school of Brodick. Architects, 
Robert Rennie & Bramble (F&A), 12a, Hamilton-st 
Saltcoats, Ayrshire. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for devel- 
opment of the Mains housing site (164 houses). Arch 
tect. Frank C. Scott (L), Torrence House, East Ki 
bride. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans are in hand for new buildings | 


for offices, etc.. from plans by their own architects 
at the Clydebridge Steelworks, Cambuslang, for Col- 
villes, Ltd., 195, West George-st., Glasgow. 
Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for service 
station to be erected for Archibald Milligan 
Strathaven-rd.. Lesmahagow, at Carlisle-rd., Lesms 
hagow. Architects, Whyte & Barrie (F), 31, High-st 
Lanark. 10 
Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for 10 
council houses at the Springhill-rd. development site 
Architect. Samuel MacColl (A), Housing Offices 
County Buildings. Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 
Moray and Nairn.—Plans are in hand for approved 


a 


comer 8 


extensions, etc. (estimated cost, £65,000), to the § 


Academy of Nairn. Council A, John Findlay (©), 
County Buildings, Nairn. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
county school at a site at Foxbar housing area. Pais 


lev. Architect. Joseph Wilson (A), North British & [ 


Mercantile Assurance Buildings, St. Vincent-st., Glas 
gow. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans in hand for an approved coun. 
cil scheme at Alloa for the second development of 
the Keilersbrae housing scheme at Sauchie. Council 
A. Thomas Cruickshanks (F). Master of Works 
Offices. Municipal Buildings. Alloa. 


Stirling.—Plans in hand for scheme of 26 houses | 


at Park-la., Kineton development. Architect, i 
Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-place, Westen 
Edinburgh. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open, will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not inciuded in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
qhom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
OCTOBER 22. 


*;Peterborough City.—26 houses, Walton estate. 
L. H. Robjohn, City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


November 7. 
OCTOBER 25. 
*+Plymouth City C.—(a) 24 flats at Pasley/Alcester- 
streets; (b) 23 flats at Woolster-st. City A, Seymour- 





+ Wilts CC.—Primary school at Walcot West, 
Swindon. C., County Hall, Trowbridge. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by November 28. 

OCTOBER 26. 

*+Birmingham City C.—-12 houses at Wheelwright- 
rd., Erdington, contract 522. City A, Civic Centre. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 23. 

*+Brecon CC.—Head master’s house at Tymawr 
Approved School. County A, Rhyd Offices, Brecon. 
Tenders by November 16. 

*tIsle of Ely CC.—Additions, Ramnoth-rd. sch., 
Wisbech. County A, March. Tenders by Novem- 
ber 10. 

*+Isle of Ely CC.—Additional offices, March 
Police Station. County A, March. Dep. £2 Zs. 

*+Suffolk and Ipswich Fire Authority.—Erection 
of new fire station at Hadleigh. E. J. Symcox (F), 


Architect, County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by Nov. 22. 
OCTOBER 27. 
*+Croydon CB.—Eight flats at Ashburton estate 


*+Croydon CB.—Ten houses at Monks Hill estate 
BE 


*+Croydon CB.—Seven dwelling units at Upton-rd. 
together with 35 dwelling units at Moffat /Livingstone 
rds. and 10 dwelling units at Sandfield-rd. BE. 

*+Surrey CC.—School meals kitchen and dining 
room at Brockham cty prim. sch., Dorking. County 
A. 


OCTOBER 28. 

*tNewcastle Regional Hospital Board.——Alterations 
and extensions to X-ray dept., Middlesbrough 
General Hospital; alterations and _ extension to 
radiotherapy dept., North Ormesby Hospital, Micdles- 
brough. Secretary of the Board, Walker Gate 
Hospital, Benfield-rd., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 6. 

OCTOBER 29. 

*tEssex CC.—Erection of Hawkwell Holt jun. sch., 
Rochford. County A, Chelmsford. 

*tEssex CC.—Erection of sub-branch library, 
Harold Wood, Hornchurch. County A, Chelmstord. 

*+Essex CC.—Fire station, Frinton-on-Sea. County 


A, Chelmsford. 
OCTOBER 31. 
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*+Chichester City.—Demolition of superintendent’s 
house, Chichester cemetery. E. Brian Tyler (F), Prior 
House, Westgate. 

*+Chichester City.—House for superintendent, Chi- 
chester Cemetery. E. Brian Tyler (F), Prior House, 
Westgate. Dep. £1 Is. 

*tEast Sussex CC.—Erection of County Secondary 
School, Chailey. County A, Lewes. ’ 

NOVEMBER Il. 
Sussex CC.—New special 
County A. Chichester. 

NOVEMBER 2. 

*Eton UDC.—Pair of aged persons’ bungalows at 
— Furlong. E&S, Council Offices, High-st. Dep 
a 3, 


*+West day school, 


Chichester. 


*Kingston-upon-Thames BC.—Relaying asp)alt 
roof, Coronation Hall. BS. Dep. £2 2s é 
*Taunton BC.—Pavilion, Taunton Green. BE&S. 


St. Paul’s House. 
NOVEMBER 3. 
*tHampshire Police Authority.—Police house with 
office at Headley, Kingsclere. County A, The Casile, 


Winchester. Dep. £1 1s. ; 
*+Ipswich CB.—118 houses, Chantry estate 2B. 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by December 8. 


NOVEMBER 4. : 

*Bilston TC.—Dismantling existing steel jack roof 
to Market Hall, slating and glazing part of main 
toof and making good generally. BE, 20, Welling- 
ton-rd. 

5 NOVEMBER 5. 

*Northwich UDC.—Improvements to houses, 26-32. 

Boundary-st. E&S. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 7. 
Peterborough City C.—26 s.d. houses in two groups. 


troup 22—8 pairs two-bedroom houses. Group 23— 
5 pairs two-bedroom houses. Either or both. CE&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

pt NOVEMBER 8. 

“Epping UDC.—Workshop and mess rooms_ off 
High-st. C, Counci! Offices, 91, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 9. 

Dearne UDC.—66 three-bedroom and 24 two- 
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fee 


E&s. 


: Dep. 
ae UDC.—Six pairs of houses, Fitzgerald- 


ave. E& 
: NOVEMBER 11. 

*Bexhill BC.—Eight bungalows at Southlands-rd. 
housing scheme, contract No. 18. BE&S, Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Bexhill BC.—12 houses at Southlands-rd. housing 
— contract No. 19. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. 


7 ge C3 
*Tyldesley UDC.—Shelter, Bullcroft, Astley. E&S. 


Dep. £1 Is. 
NOVEMBER 12. 

*Beurnemouth CB.—Laying of new asphalte play- 
ro at 2 schools. Boro’ A, Room 106. Dep. 
2 28. 

*Cardiganshire CC.—Extensions at Aberporth CP 
Sch. neac Cardigan. County A, County Hall, 
Aberayron. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Cardiganshire CC.—New Infants’ Sch. at Pen- 
parcau, A twyth. County A, County Hall, 
Aberayron. ep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 14. 

*Huddersfield CB.—Crematorium. 
TC. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Malvern UDC.—(1) Brection of 22 ‘‘C’’ type 
houses at Pound Bank estate; (2) 22 “C” t 
houses at Hilton-rd. estate. S & Water E, The 
Council House. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

*Morley BC.—Ten dwellings and 66 houses, Low 
Moor estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

NOVEMBER 15. 

*Hatfield RDC.—30 houses and 10 garages at Red- 
hall estate (North). J. H. Parker (A), 82, Great 
North-rd., Hatfield. Dep. £2 2s. 

Huddersfield CBC.—Three-storey 
shops and maisonettes at Fernside 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Huntingdonshire CC.—Second instalment Ramsey 
sec. mod. sch., Hollow-la., Ramsey. County A, 
Huntingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 16. 

*Berkshire and Reading Fire Authority.—Fire 
station, Crowthorne. County A, Wilton House, Park- 
side-rd.. Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Harrow Boro’.—Convenience, Headstone Manor 
recreation ground. BE&S. Dep. £2 

NOVEMBER 18. 

*Southport CB.—97 dwellings at Burnley-rd. estate, 
Ainsdale. Boro’ A and Town Planning Officer’s 
Dept., 99/105, Lord-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 21. 

*+Coventry Coro.—Six unit factories, 


oe houses at Whin Wood estate. 


Harry 


Bann, 


block of four 
housing estate. 


letchamstead 


Highway. City A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Decem- 
ber 19. 
NOVEMBER 23. 

*Kendal BC.—68 ‘houses at Hall Garth estate 

BE&S, Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE. 

*Croydon CB.—Rcconstruction of Windmill-rd 

slipper baths and laundry. BE. 


three- and 


Croydon CBC.—131 dwellings in two-, 
le Y Addington 


four-storev blocks at Lodge-la New 
Application to BE immediately. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, 


NOVEMBER 7. , 
*LCC.—Repainting of Blackwall and Rotherhithe 
tunnels and bridge over East London Railway (at 
Rotherhithe Tunnel). Chief E, County Hall, Room 
450D. Dep. £1. 


ETC. 
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MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 


ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 4. 

Aylesbury BC.—Reconstruction of 3,700 sq. yds. of 
carriageway and footways for 750 yds. on London- 
Birmingham trunk road at Tring and_ additional 
2,600 sq. yds. carriageway, etc. BE&S. ep. £2 2s. 
_Erith.—2,000 sup. yds. hardcore and tarmac car- 
riageway, 1,500 sup. yds. art. stone paving, 900 
lin. yds. soil and surface water sewers and incidental 
works in connection with erection of flats at Hurst- 
pl. estate, Abbey Wood. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 5. 

Coventry City C.—{a) Bridge over River Sow New 
Cut, 29 ft. span. 40 ft. wide, comprising r.c. strutted 
abutments and precast deck beams, (b) excavation of 
new channel for river (4,500 cu. yds.), (c) Newhall-rd. 
sewer diversion. City E. Dep. £5. 

Driffield RDC.—Construction and maintenance for 
12 months of 2,150 yds. 6-in. dia. sewer and sewage 
disposal works, etc., at North Dalton. Clerk of 
Council. Dep. £5 5s. 

NOVEMBER 7. 

Manchester City C.—Repairs to river wall at site 
of Irwell College, Water-st., involving construction of 
temporary sheet steel pile cofferdam, together with 
an 80-ft. length of brick-faced mass-concrete retaining 
wall with masonry coping and repairs and pointing to 
a 460-ft. length of brick and masonry wall above 
normal water level. City S. 

Ministry of Transport.—New concrete bridge with 
a span of 40 ft. over the Allt a’ Chumhainn at Corrie- 
halloch in the county of Ross and Cromarty, in- 
cluding approaches of 200 lin. yds. Divisional Road 
Engineer, Government Building, Bankhead-ave., 
Sighthill, Edinburgh 11. Dep. £5. 

Northamptonshire CC.—Widening to 30 ft. and 
reconstruction of Gt. Billing crossroads on Northamp- 
ton-Wellingborough-rd. for 770 yds. (approx.), in- 
cluding concrete foundations, kerbing, surfacing, foot- 
paths and fencing, 5,000 cu. vds. excavation and con- 
struction of embankment. County S. Dep. £2. 


NOVEMBER 9. 

Clutton RDC.—Laying of 4,260 yds. glazed stone- 
ware pipes, 15 in.-16 in. dia., 550 yds. cast-iron pipes. 
15 in-4 in. dia., construction of manholes and sewage 
disposal works. Thomas & Morgan & Ptnrs., 23. 
Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. £4 4s. 

Worcestershire CC.—Reconstruction of Hallow Mill 
Bridge over Laugherne Brook. including r.c. slab 
15 ft. span, mass-concrete abutments and wing walls 
on precast concrete piles, roadworks, etc. County 
S. Dep. £5 5s. 

NOVEMBER 12. 

Walsall.—Excavation for and construction of 4,930 
sq. yds. 8-in. concrete carriageway, asphalt footpaths 
and incidental works; excavation for and laying 


559 lin. vds. sewer, 15-in./30-in. dia., at Gipsy-la. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Walsall.—12,800 sq. yds. concrete carriageway, 
asphalt footpaths, etc.. and 1.800 yds. 6-in./12-in. 
sewer at Bloxwich-la. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 14. 

Castle Donington RDC.—1.000 vds. 3-in. dia. iron 
pipe water main at Kegworth. Elliott & Brown, 
Council’s Cons. Engrs., Stanley-ho., Pelham-rd., 
Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 

East Barnet.—R.c. road with sewers. etc.. at Wilton- 
rd., Thankerton housing estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Dartford.—TuUNNEL SCHEME.—Invitations to tender 
for the constructional work of the Dartford-Purfleet 
tunnel will soon be issued, it was stated at a meeting 
of the East London Committee of the Regional 
Board for Industry, held in Stratford recently. The 
preliminary planning stages of the work have now 
been completed, and the chairman, Mr. C. N. Potter. 
expressed the hope that the work would be expedited 
as the new tunnel was urgently needed. The engineers 
for this scheme are Mott Hay & Anderson, 9, Iddes- 
leigh House, SW1. The approx. total cost is £10}m. 

Hammersmith.—ScHoot ExteNnsions.—LCC pro- 
poses extensions to new ctv. sec. schs. at Bloemfon- 
tein-rd. by providing additional accommodation for 
500 boys and 500 girls at Bryony-rd. 

Hammersmith. — SHop EXTENSIONS. MBC 
approved the sale of a site in Holcombe-st. to Edward 
Evans, Ltd., for the extension of their King-st. shop 
premises. 

Hendon.—Factory.—Proposals have been made by 
Bertie Crewe and Kay. architects, 1, Green-la., NW4. 
on behalf of Egerton Tool and Instrument Co., Ltd.. 
for the erection of engineering factory premises 
adjoining ‘‘ Pickford’s ”” building, Edgware-rd., NW2. 
together with a two-storey office block. 

Hendon. — RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT. — Outline 
proposals have been made by M. E. Neal, 102. Brent- 
st.. NW4, on behalf of L. W. Neeld, for the residen- 
tial development of land at the junction of Sevington- 
rd.. Graham-rd. and Fostcote-rd., NW4. 

Hendon.—Fiats AND Housrs.—BE&sS is to invite 
John Laing & Son, Ltd.. bldg. contrs., Bunn’s-la., 
NW7, to submit tenders for the construction of 168 
flats comprising three 1l-storey point blocks and 
three 3-storey blocks and 16 houses in “ Easiform ”’ 
construction on housing site No. 2 in Claremont-rd., 

IW2. Layout plans are recommended for approval, 
and BE&S is to submit alternative proposals for de- 
velopment of the site to be carried out in two stages 
to MH&LG for preliminary approval. 


VAz 


Isleworth.—DeEVELOPMENT.—A £120,000 scheme to 
build 60 flats in the derelict area of Old Isleworth 
by next year has been put forward by Mr. James 
White, of Holland House, Church-st., who proposes 
to form a housing association to carry out the pro- 
ject. A public meeting to form the proposed asso- 
ciation will be held in the Parish Hall, South-st., on 
October 31 at 8.30 p.m. Work is expected to start on 
building the flats next year, and they will be in three 
blocks, two of 18 flats and one of 24. Negotiations 
for the sites have partly been concluded. 

Mitcham.—Lisrary EXTENSION.—BC are to go 
ahead with a scheme to extend the town’s central 
library. The work will cost at least £45,000. 

St. Marylebone.—FLats.—Plans submitted by Louis 
de Soissons, RA, OBE, Peacock Hodges and Robert- 
son, architects, 3, Park-sq. Mews, NWI, for the 
erection of a 5-storey block of 10 flats on a site in 
Pembroke-ter. have been approved by BC. 

St. Marylebone.—Site AcguisiTion.—The acquisi- 
tion and development of the site of Nos. 40-47, 
Chapel-st. .for housing purposes has been recom- 
mended by Hsg. Com. 

St. Marylebone.—A PppOINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. 
recommend that Bylander and Waddell, 26, Old Bur- 
lington-st., W1, be appointed as consulting E for the 
housing scheme at 57-73, Boundary-rd., NW8, and 
also for the housing scheme at 147-165, Lisson-gr. 
Hsg. Com. also recommend the engagement of W. C. 
Inman & Ptnrs., 7, New-sq., WC2, as quantity sur- 
veyors for the latter scheme. 

Southwark.—OrrFices.—Approval has been given to 
outline proposals by M. C. Hughes & Ptnrs., 119, 
Victoria-st., SW1, for the erection of a 24-storey block 
of offices, with two 9-storey warehouses and bank 
premises on a site bounded by Southwark-st., Canvey- 
st.. Zoar-st. and Great Guildford-st. 

Southwark.—WAREHOUSE.—The erection of a 4- 
storey warehouse on a site bounded by Long-la. and 
Tennis-st., proposed by Elliott, Cox & Ptnrs., archi- 
tects, 172, Buckingham Palace-rd., SW1, for G. 
Harding & Sons, Ltd., has been given TP consent. 

Southwark.—CoMMUNITY CENTRE.—TP approval 
has been given to proposals by R. Fielding, Aldwych 
House, Aldwych, WC2, for the erection of a com- 
munity centre on the site of 32-40, Manor-pl. and 
117-123, Crampton-st. for Southwark Old People’s 
Welfare Committee 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashington.—UDC Surveyor to prepare revised 
scheme for building houses on open land adjoining 
Felton-terr. 

Aylesbury.—H. C. Janes, Ltd., of Luton, are 
seeking approval of BC for scheme for development 
of 285 acres at Bedgrove to provide more than 2,000 
houses for varying income groups, with shops, 
schools, community centres and open spaces. 

Bakewell.—Historical Society propose converting 
‘©The Old House ’’ into a folk museum. A. 
Lowcock, Bakewell. 


Blyth.—Boro’ E to prepare plans for building old 


people’s houses and single persons’ flats at New 
Delaval. 
Blyth (Northumberland).—Proposed expansion of 


shipyard by Blyth Drydocks & Shipbuilding Co.. 
Ltd., including construction of new slipway and large 
drvdock. 

Brierley Hill.—Plans for extensions, cost £2 million, 
at Cookley Works of Richard Thomas & Baldwins, 
Ltd., approved by Iron and Steel Board. 

_Bristol.—Scheme for new medical school within the 
University Precinct included in University’s 1957 con- 
struction programme. 

Bury,—TC to prepare plans for erection of new 
public baths.—To lease site at junction Radcliffe-rd. 
Whitefield-rd. to Bury & District Co-op. Socy., Ltd.. 
for erection of new shop.—Licensing Justices approved 
plans for structural alterations to Swan and Cemetery 
Hotel, Manchester-rd., for Bury Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Carlisle-—D. W. Danson, 54, Lowther-st., is archi- 
tect for proposed erection of office block on Harraby 
industrial estate for Automatic Coal Cleaning Co., 
Ltd., 68, Lowther-st. 

Carlisle—EC propose extensions to Harraby Sec. 
Sch., £96,000; extensions to girls’ high sch., £26,000: 
and a day school for ESN children, £37,510.—City C 
plans erection of further shops on Harraby estate.— 
Plans by Johnston & Wright (A), 13, Castie-st., Car- 
lisle, for new workshop for County Garage Co., 
Ltd., Newmarket-rd./Newark-terr.—J. H. Martindale 
& Son, Castle-st., Carlisle. prepared plans for office. 
studio, tea-room, etc., at Lowthian’s-la. for Cumber- 
land Newspapers, Ltd.—Binns, Ltd., are to recon- 
Struct their premises in Barwise-ct./Blackfriars-st.: 
plans by G. W. Danson, 54, Lowther-st.—J. Laing & 
Sons, blidrs.. Daiston-rd., to build three houses in 
Morton-st. for Carr & Co., Ltd. 

Cheshire.—EC propose new sec. mod. sch. at Well 
Meadow, Malpas. 

Cheshire.x—MoE approved 1956-57 
gramme, est. to cost £1,183,000, as 
prim. schls. at Bebington. Gt. Sutton, 


building pro- 
follows: New 
Marple, Hun- 


tingdon and Wilmslow (Dean Row); new grammar 
sch. at Ellesmere Port; new sec. mod. sch. at Sand- 
bach; extensions to sec. mod. schs. at Bredbury, 
Tattenhall, Hyde, Winsford and Sale. and to gram- 


mar schs. at West Kirby, Calday Grange, Helsby, 
Altrincham and Sale; also further major extension 
to Carlett Park Central College, with three other 
college instalments on reserve list. 

Chester.—TC to prepare plans for additional single- 
storey block at ‘* Kenwyn.”’ 

Chesterfield.—RDC propose 100 houses at Milken- 
la., Ashover, and up to 22 houses in Wadshelf. 


Chester-le-Street (Durham).—UDC has approved 


THE BUILDER 


building of 52 houses and eight garages. Cost 
£82,343. S. 
Cockermouth. — North-Eastern Housing Assn., 


Curzon House, Maryport, proposes erection of 54 
houses on Park-la. estate. 

Coventry.—Loan sanction received for building of 
new civic theatre, est. £200,000. Scheme for recon- 
struction of the railway station has been agreed be- 
tween British Railways and City C. 

Coventry.—TC to invite tenders for erection of 
126 flats at Henley Green Neighbourhood Unit and 
for an aged persons’ home at Willenhall Neighbour- 
hood Unit.—EC to negotiate contract with Gilbert 
Ash, Ltd., for second instalment of Whitley Abbey 
Sec. Sch.—Received approval for inclusion of 
following in 1956 schools programme: Ernesford 
Grange Prim. Sch., £47,400 est.; Woodway-la. Prim. 


Sch., £54,200 est.: and College of Art and Tech- 
nology, £218,000 est. 

Darlington.—Croft RDC propose to build 32 
houses. 


Darlington.—Boro’ Markets Com. has asked the 
Boro’ Architect to prepare plans for combined corn 
exchange and café at cattle market. 

Doncaster.—Sheffield Regional Hospital Board 
approved layout for extensions at Royal Infirmary. 
A, Pite, Son & Fairweather, 6, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
SW1, £2,100,000 est. 

Durham.—Durham build 100 
houses within a year. Housing A. 

East Sussex.—MoE has approved £900,000 build- 
ing programme for 1956-57, including completion of 
Crowborough Cty. Sec. Sch., £83,000; new sec. sch. 
at E. Grinstead, £225,000; new prim. sch. at E. 
Grinstead; completion of sec. sch. at Robertsbridge, 
£34,000; and, on reserve list, sec. sch. at Wadhurst, 
£112,000. 

Ebchester (Durham).—Conversion of big bus garage 


RDC proposes to 


to factory for Sturdy Electric Co., Ltd. Marshall 
& Tweedy. Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Eccles.—BC to negotiate contract with Bower 


Moffatt & Co., Ltd., Manchester, for further 174 
dwelling.—Approved plans: alterations to factory 
at Cawdor-st. for Headey & Co., Ltd.: alterations 
at 12, Eldon-pl. for Mitchell Shackleton & Co., Ltd.. 
Green-la., Eccles; garage and store at New-la. for 
Casket Confectionery Co., Ltd.; alterations at Climax 
Works, Miller-st., for H. Clarke & Co. (Manchester), 
Ltd. 

Farnworth.—TC to negotiate with E. F. Davis, 
Ltd., S. J. Hodgkiss, Ltd., and E. & S. Street, Ltd.. 
for 73 houses on Plodder-la. South No, 2 site; and to 
prepare plans for flats at Hall-la. site. 

Fleet.—UDC to build 72 more houses at Basing- 
bourne site. 52 of these for M. of Supply. 


Gateshead.—Scheme for four blocks of 8-storey 
flats between Charles-st., and Ann-st. approved by 
CBC. 


Gosport.—By-law approval to Baily & Stride, Ltd., 
for 16 s.d. bungalows in new road off Bury-cres., 
and to W. H. Barron for a block of three and a 
block of five houses at Anthony-gr. and Elson-rd. 

Hartlepool.—Work to start this vear on additions 
to works of Steetley Magnesite Co., Ltd. The work, 
which will take two years to complete, will cost 
£2,000.000. The firm have prepared their own plans 
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Kidderminster.—TC approved plans Alterations , 
the *‘ Boars Head Inn,’’ Worcester-st., for Wol. 
hampton & Dudley Brewery, Ltd.; new building = 
Station-yard for J, P. Harvey & Co., Ltd, Onten 
st.; alterations to ‘‘ Land Oak”’ inn, Birmingham | 
rd., for R. Allen & Co., Ltd. - 

Lancashire.—Building of a C of E sec. mod, yy 
for Chorley and Adlington is expected to besi 
before April, 1957. Est. cost, £140,000. a 

Lancaster.—TC to erect 8 shops and ancillary gy, 
and 11 garages at Ridge estate, £28,793 est. © 

Leamington Spa.—TC approved plans for 8 dwe 
ings at junction Wellington-rd./Valley-rd. and 14, 
Mason-ave. Fl 

Leicester.—TP Com. approved plans of ney ; 
storey headquarters for Leicester Temperance Bui. 
ing Society in Charles-st. 

Liverpool.—Regional Hospital Board  approyg 
scheme for new twin operating theatres at Whig, 
Hospital, £59,200 est.; additional day room » 
Victoria Central Hospital, £5,275 est.; appointed R 


Norman Jones (A), 33, Thornton-rd., Bebingto, 
Wirral, as architect for capital schemes at 9 
Catherine’s ‘Hospital and annexe, Birkenhead, and 


Saxon Smith & Ptnrs., 2, Stanley-st., Chester, x 
architects for erection of houses at Barrowmore aj 
Crossley hospitals. Propose following during 1955.9 
programme: New General Hospital, new headquarter 
for blood transfusion service and new neuro-surgica 
unit at Fazakerley; new theatres, surgical wards and 
physiotherapy unit at St. Helen’s Hospital; neg | 
mental hospital at Latham Park; new out-patieny’ | 
department, theatres and maternity block at Walton 
Hospital; two new wards, nurses’ accommodation an f 
new out-patients’ admission and casualty block 
Broadgreen Hospital; and a new General Hospital x 
Birkenhead. 

Maidstone.—TC accepted offer of Style & Winch 
for site for proposed new public-house at Shepway 
Farm Estate, est. to cost £25,000. : 

Mansfield.—BC approved plans for carpet store of | 
Toothill-la. for Rubber Products Supply Co. (Mans 
field), Ltd.; office to bakery at Oxford-st. for W. J, | 
Brookes & Sons, Ltd.; additions to workroom a } 
Lindley-st. for Westfield Transport Co., Ltd.; exten 
for Foister Clay | 


r 





sions to factory at Belvedere-st. 

& Ward, Ltd., extensions to erecting shop 
at Union-st. for Stokes Castings, CLtd.: new | 
church at Ladybrook estate for Southwell Dio- | 


cesan Board of Finance; works and offices at Hermi- | 
tage-ave. for Hermitage Engineering Co., Ltd.; and [ 
motor showroom at Nottingham-rd. for North Notts | 
Motor Co. 


Matlock.—UDC approved plans: New mastic | 
asphalt plant at Cawdor Quarry for the Rock 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.; installation of petrol and oi 


storage tanks at Old-rd., Darley Dale. for Shell Mer | 
& B.P., Ltd.; installation of grain storage bins a- § 
Old-rd. for S. & E. Johnson; new joinery works a | 
junction of Coach-rd. and Alfreton-rd., Tansley, for | 
W. Gregory & Sons; extensions to the Presentation 
Convent High Sch., Chesterfield-rd., for Rev. Mother 


oe 


Teresite; alterations to Horseshoe Hotel, Matlock 
Green. ; Ais ’ 
Middlesbrough.—The Min. of Ed. has_ increased 


grant for proposed extensions to Acklam Hall Gram 
Sch. to £66,740, and for extensions and alterations to § 
Kirby Gram. Sch. to £75,196. 


Morpeth.—TC approved scheme for 37 bungalows 


at High Stanners-rd. Boro’ S. 

Morpeth.—RDC giving consideration to proposal 
for the conversion of Howard Castle into council | 
offices. S, J. R. Miles, Dacre-st 

Morpeth.—RDC obtaining tenders for eight houses | 


at Scots Gap. Plans bv S. i 
Newcaste-on-Tyne.—Newcastle and Gateshead Joint | 

Fire Services Com. is considering proposals for build- 

ing a new fire station in Cowgate area f 
Nuneaton.—TC approved layout for houses, flats 


maisonettes and shops at Caldwell estate —F. 
Goodlud & Co., Ltd.. propose erection of new 
factory and offices at junction of Plumptre-st. an 
Hollow Stone 

Oldham.—EC received anoroval for inclusion of 
Breezehill Ctv. Sec. Sch.. Holts C of E Prim. Sch 
and Cty. Prim. Sch. in 1956 programme.—IC 
propose erection of 350-400 houses during present 
municipal vear i 

Ormskirk.—TC received Ministry approval for 2 | 
houses on RNAS Camp site, Burscough. and to 


negotiate tenders with two Burscough firms.—Smiith- 
field Model Homes, Ltd., propose new housing estate 
at Blackmoss-la. and New-la., Aughton and Onmskitk 
Otley.—UDC approved plans: Workshop at Leeds 
rd. for N. Robinson: machinery store at Bridge End 
Auction Mart for J. & W. Whittaker 
Peterborough.—City C approved in principle pro 
vision of café and assembly hall on the Embank. 
ment.—M of H and LG have approved tender 0 : 
J. W 
son-rd. and Wilberforce-rd., £51,930. 
Runcorn.—UDC approved layout for 9 bungalows 
60 two-bedroomed houses and 109 three-bedroomed 





houses at Halton Lodge Farm _ site Approved 
plans: Conversion of bus depot at Baker-rd. to 
form milk distribution centre for P. L. Rigby & 
Son, Ltd.. Mill Bank Dairy, Thelwall New-td., 
Grappenhall; layout for 13 houses off Montpelier-ave. 
for Pain & Charles Blease, 78, Cotton Exchange 
bldgs., Liverpool. ‘ 

Ryton (Durham).—Inquiry by MH&LG _ expecie? 


into plans for developing about 20 acres of land usé 
as football ground. J. T. Bell & Sons, Ltd., bldts 
and contrs., Newcastle-on-Tyne, owners of the land 
propose using it for private building estate, but UDC 
is seeking permission to use the land for count 
houses. 


Barber & Son. Ltd., for 42 houses in Tenny- ' 
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—EC proposes a new gymnasium at North 
ett. Mot. Sch. for Boys. A, Cruickshank & 
2 , Deansgate, Manchester. 

Salisbury. —NAAFI premises in High-st. requisi- 
‘oned from F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., on out- 
~ k of war will be enlarged and converted into a 
brea after derequisitioning in 


new modern super-store 
iov er. ae ; 
NO ery. —Tenders to be invited for first 34 tradi- 


: ses at Bishopsdown Estate.—Tenders for 
— wots flats at ‘‘ The Brambles,’’ London-rd., 
await Ministry approval. : 

Smethwick.—TC approved plans for: Extensions to 
works at Spring-rd. for G. Slater & Co., Ltd., High- 
West Bromwich; transport office at Rabone-la. 
for 1.C.1., Ltd.; extensions to works at Rolfe-st. for 
A. E. Griffiths, Ltd.; assembly hall and alterations 
at §58, Bearwood-rd. for Bearwood Corks Social 
Cb ts ields.—TC approved building of 86 council 
putside the boro’ boundary at Bolden. Boro’ 


houses °C. Monk & Co., Ltd., South Shields, have 
applied to TC for large plot of land at Mill Dam 


for erection of motor workshop and garage.—TC 
to build by contract 62 houses at Simonside. 


Spennymoor (Durham).—UDC to consider building 

of flats. G. H. Gray & Ptnrs. (F), Camden-st., N 
Ids. 

iene Ten Senckton Co-op. Socy., Welling- 

ton-st., Stockton, proposes erection of shops west of 

Fairfield-rd., Stockton. : 

Sunderland.—Boro’ Planning Com. has approved 
extensions and additions to College of Art. Boro’ 
A.—RDC has forwarded to Ministry for approval a 
house improvement scheme estimated to cost 
£100,000. S. . . 

Sunderland.—It is proposed to build RC Church in 
Hylton-rd. on Pennywell estate. A, Matkin & 
Hawkins (L), Barclays Bank-chbrs.. Fawcett-st.— 
WwW. & T. R. Milburn (F), 18, Fawcett-st., are archi- 
tects for erection of 14 houses in Barnes Park-rd. and 
28 in Ettrick-gr. for Gordon Bell, Ltd., Viewforth- 
terr., Sunderland, and eight houses on the High 
Barnes estate for I. Smith.—D. & J. Ranken, Ltd., 
Stockton-rd., are builders for garage, tyre store, 
etc., in St. Luke’s-rd., Pallion, for Sunderland Forge 
& Engineering Co., Ltd.—Plans being prepared by 
S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs. (F), 9, Esplanade, for church 
and hall at junction Gleneagles-rd./Grindon-la. for 
Trustees of Bethany Memorial Methodist Church, 
Grindon.—W. M. Glass, Ltd., bldrs., Ryhope, to 
build shops and flats at junction Pallion-rd./Orchard- 
st.—TC plans erection of 206 ‘‘ Unity ’’ houses in 
Lawrence-st. area, and prices are being negotiated.— 
TC received loan sanction for £154,606 for erection 
of 116 houses at Farringdon and 4 at Grindon Village. 

Sunderland,—Steel & Co., engineers, Pallion, have 
prepared scheme for building 25,000 sq. ft. extension 
to their pipe engineering department. 

Sunderland.—MH&LG has provisionally approved 
TC’s proposal to rehouse 2,500 slum dwellers during 
next five years. Boro’ A. 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC seeks Ministry approval for 
scheme for reconstruction of Town Hall, at est. cost 
£41,000. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—-MH&LG approved £25,776 
~— proposed by TC for 24 bungalows ir Redcar- 
rd. ast. 

Wakefield.—-TC approved plans for 148 one- 
bedroomed flats and 6 bungalows for disabled persons 
at Ivy House estate. 

Wallasey.—£400,000 scheme of rebuilding in 
bombed area in Church-st., Egremont, to include 
houses, flats, shops, and an 11-storey block is under 
consideration by BC, in consultation with M of H 
and M of H and LG. Further 675 houses on other 
sites are proposed for next two years. Boro’ A. 

Walsall.—EC propose new county comp. sec. sch. 
for 1,300 children at Lichfield-rd., Bloxwich.—Pro- 


perty Com. recommend erection of six two-storey 
retail shops in St. Paul’s-st. and St. Paul’s-row, 
£18,600 est. 

Wallsend (Northumberland).—Cty. Tech. Sch. 


approved by Ministry. Cost about £224,000. County 
A, Newcastle. 

West Hartlepool.—Expected that TC will com- 
mence work next May on £56,000 scheme for new fire 


station, Boro’ A. 
Wharfedale—RDC approved plans: Housing 
development at Arthington-la. for Exors. of B. 


Parkinson; housing development at Wynmore-ave.. 
Bramhope, for G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd.; machine 
house and engineering shop at Paper Mills, Pool, for 
B. S. & W. Whiteley, Ltd. 

Wirksworth.—_UDC _ approved plans for additional 
eo at Wirksworth Cty. Jun. Sch. for Derby- 
shire CC 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 


ments. 
Barrow-in-Furness.—Central police station and 
Magistrates’ court at Duke-st., ° for *Direct 


Labour. 
Be etord.—36 additional houses at Putnoe estate, for 

-: $Gambriel & Sugars, Ltd., £52,614 (subject to 
Ministry approval). 


,dilston.—18 aged persons’ bungalows. for TC: 
Gregory Housing, Ltd., Worthing, £15,713. 
Birkenhead.—40 flats. in Oxton-rd., for CBC: 


*George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £70,532. 





THE BUILDER 


Birkenhead.—Alterations to factory at 21, Park-st., 
tor K. W. K. Birkenhead, Ltd.: *George Roberts & 
Co., 50, Wallasey-rd., Wallasey. 

Birmingham.—Nursery school at Main-st., Spark- 
brook, for TC: *N. Adams, Ltd., 54, Stratford-rd., 

349 


4 


eee 


Bridgnorth.—Houses at Chelmarsh estate, for RDC: 
394 


*W. Sharrat, Ltd., Wolverhampton, £21,721. 
Carlisle.—28 houses between Moorhouse-rd. and 
Burgh-rd.: *A. S. Nixon, Ltd., 83, Lowther-st., 
Carlisle. 


Carlisle.—12 aged people’s houses at Newtown for 
City C. City E: L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st., Car- 
lisle: *H. Cartner, Ltd., Dalston, Carlisle, £11,073. 


Carlisle.—Works for City Council: Erection of 108 
houses at Morton estate: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
£126,677; erection of 42 aged persons’ dwellings at 
Morton estate: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., £36,515; 
erection of 4 shops and flats at Harraby estate: *H 
Cartner & Sons, £16,403. 

Chelmsford.—Ten bungalows at Byron-rd., 
BC. BE&S, Municipal Offices, Duke-st. Quantitie 
by R. T. Day & Ptnrs.: *Hollowell & Rogers, 24, 
Loftin-way, Chelmsford, £10,345. 

Chertsey.—40 houses at St. Ann’s-rd. housing 
scheme ‘* C,’’ South-gr., contract No. 58, for UDC. 








W. V. Davies, FRICS, MIMunE, E&S. Quantities 

by E. C. Harris & Ptners.:— 

Bunting Construction Co., Ltd. £67,839 

Poolman (Builders), Ltd. a 67,572 

Orchard & Peer (London), Ltd. . , 58,375 

tE. Clarke & Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., 
Addlestone, Surrey .. ? $7,322 


(Subject to Minister’s approval.) 
Coventry.—140 dwellings and two garages at Wood 
End Neighbourhood Unit, for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., London, £190,648. 

Darlaston.—22 houses, 
Housing, Ltd., £27,698. 

DPumbartonshire.—New Protestant prim. school at 
Drumchapel housing development. A: George Bos- 
well, Mitchell & Johnston (A), 265, West George- 
st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow. QS: J. G. Menzies, 
97, Wellington-st., Glasgow. Genl. Contrs.: Angus M. 
Macdougall & Co., Ltd., 24, Davaar-st., Bridgeton, 
Glasgow. ! 

Edinburgh.—40 houses at Ladywell housing site. 
A: Williamson & Hubbard (A), Royal Bank Bldgs., 
Kirkcaldy. QS: James D. Gibson & Simpson, 3, 
Melville-cres., Westend, Edinburgh. Principal contrs.: 
Scottish Construction Co., Ltd., Sighthill Industrial 
Estate, Edinburgh. £59,145. 

Ellesmere Port.—New office and welfare block at 
Ellesmere Port, for Bowater Paper Corpn., Ltd.: *J 
Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. Manchester. 

Glasgow.—21 houses at Simshill housing site. 
A: John C. C. Munro, 141, West George-st., Glas- 


for UDC: *Gregory 
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HEAD OFFICE ; 
4 CARLTON GARDENS, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 
Telephone: TRAfalgar 5600 


Principal Branches and Stock Depots : 


BELFAST Belfast 58643 
BIRMINGHAM, 1 Midland 1042-374 
BRIGHTON, 1... Brighton 23739 
BRISTOL, 8... Bristol 33889 
GLASGOW, C.2 Douglas 3281-2 
LEEDS, 11 Leeds 24377 
LIVERPOOL, 20 Liverpool, Bootle 2121 
MANCHESTER, 3 os Blackfriars 380¢c 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 19 Newcastle-on-Tyne 21919 
SOUTHAMPTON Southampton 23648 


SSTABLISHED 1834 


Contrs.: 
House, George-sq., Glasgow. 


John Collier, Ltd. 
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gow. Genl. Contrs.: Mactaggart & Mickle, Ltd., 
107, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 
Glasgow.—New showrooms, offices, workshops, 


etc., for James Scott & Co. (Electrical Engrs.), Ltd., 
at St. Vincent-st. 


A: Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F&A), 
12, Claremont-gdns., Sauchiehall-st.; Glasgow. Genl. 
Sir John Train & Co., Ltd., Merchant 
reconstruction 


Greenock.—Demolition, and addi- 


tions to King’s Theatre at West Blackhall-st., Grey- 
pl., for new Odeon cinema. 
Son 


2 A: Gavin Paterson & 
(F&A), 6, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. Principal 
Contrs: James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Clydeholm 
Works, Rutherglen. 

Greenock.—Plans approved for additions 
alterations, etc., at their Hamilton-st. 
Own staff A. 
& Co., Ltd., 170, 


is and 
premises for 
Principal Contrs.: 
Colin Hunter Gt. Western-rd., 
Glasgow. 

Halifax.—Extensions to factory at Longfield Works, 
for Churchill-Redman, Ltd.: *E. & T. Bower, Ltd., 
Rookery-la., Halifax. 

Hammersmith.—Final 
Bush Library: *Direct 
estimate). 

Hammersmith.—16 flats at Block 5, Spring Vale 
estate, for MBC: *Direct labour, £35,931 (in place of 
tender withdrawn). 

Hendon.—Works for BC: 12 flats and 2 houses at 
Abercorn-rd., Mill Hill. tRoger Malcolm, Ltd., 
Church-la., NW9, £24,410. 352 dwellings, communit 
centre, etc., at Spur-rd., Edgware, *Geo. Wimpey 
Co., Ltd., Hammersmith-gr., W6., £784,726 (revised 
tender). Conversion of 154/158, Station-rd., Hendon, 
to provide single units of accommodation, tElsworthy, 
Ltd., 125, Park-rd., NW8, £18,230. (All subject 
to Ministry approval.) 

Hertford.—29 dwellings at Hertford Heath, Wall- 


alterations at Shepherd’s 
labour, £19,189 (revised 


fields, Pegs-la., Hertford, for RDC. A, Paul V. 
Mauger: *G. . F. Mustoe Bros., Burford-st., 


Hoddesdon, Herts; George Mott & Son, Watton-at- 
Stone, Hertford. 
Hove.—Ten flats at corner of Hangleton-rd. and 


Clarke-ave., for - BE&S, Town Hall: *Stone & 
Son (Builders), Ltd., 51, West-way, Hove, 4, 
£12,472 12s. 3 


Irlam.—Four blocks of 4 flats and 6 blocks of 4 
houses on Glaze estate (second section) for UDC. 
E&S, Edwin Shaw, BScTech(Hons), AMICE, Char- 
tered Civil Engineer: *P. Bracegirdle, Cadby Lodge, 
Springfield-la., Irlam, £67,094. 

Kilmarnock.—100 houses at Bellfield housing site. 
Council A: Neil S. Sutherland (F) QS: W. N. 
MacColl, ARICS, Master of Works Offices, Muni- 
cipal Bldgs., Kilmarnock. *Principal Contrs.: 
James Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., Rosebank House, 
Camelon-rd., Falkirk, Stirlingshire. £122,236. 

Lambeth.—Three-storey block of six one-bedroom 
flats at Woodland Hill, Crystal Palace. *Direct 
labour. £11,309. 

Lanarkshire.—5S6 houses at Imperial Drive Develop- 
ment at Airdrie. A: J. Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmer- 
ston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. enl. Contrs.: 
Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd., Levenbank Contract- 
ing Works, Jamestown, Alexandria, Vale of Leven. 

Lanarkshire.—164 houses at Mains Housing Site 
No. 4. A: Frank L. Scott (L), Torrence Ho., E. 
Kilbride. Contractors: Weir Housing Corpn., Ltd., 
Calder-st., Whifflet, Coatbridge. 

Leamington Spa.—13 shops with 9 maisonettes and 
4 flats over, Crown-way, Lillington estate, for BC. 
A, Rayner & Fedeski (F&A), Leamington Spa. 
tLewis & Watters, Ltd., Lime-ave., Lillington, 
Leamington Spa; A. Lane, Coventry; Clarke 
Bros. (Leamington), Ltd., Leamington Spa; E. : 
Burgess, Ltd., Leamington Spa; R. L. Hopkins 
(Builders), Ltd., Leamington Spa: Smith Bros. (Con- 
struction), Ltd., Birmingham; Hinkins & Frewin, 
Ltd., Banbury; B. Whitehouse & Sons, Ltd., Birming- 
ham: G. W. Deeley, Ltd., Coventry; J. F. Booth & 
Sons, Banbury; Fred Hocking & Sons, Coventry. 

Liverpool.—Following, for TC:—Ambulance garage 
at Westminster House: *Hughes & Stirling. Ltd., 
Brasenose-rd., Bootle, £10,430; final portion of police 
divisional headquarters at Speke: *Unit Construction 
Co.. Ltd., Liverpool, £29,274. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended October 15:— 

Resurfacing work: Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., 
Lion House, Richmond, Surrey; Limmer & Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., Steel House, Tothill-st., 
SWI. Building work: Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 
Marsham-la., Gerrard’s Cross, Bucks; Walter Law- 
rence & Sons, Ltd., London-st., Swaffham, Norfolk; 
Thomas Lowe & Sons, Ltd., Broadway-chbrs., Ham- 
mersmith, W6; E. Bowman Sons, Stamford, Lincs; 
Henry Jones & Son (Rhosneigr), Ltd., Beach-rd., 
Rhosneigr, Anglesey: Bury Building Co., Ltd., Bury- 
st., Ruislip, Middlesex. Fencing work: Penfold 
Fencing & Engineering, Ltd., Imperial Works, Bal- 
moral-rd.. Watford. Artificers’ work: Pearson & 
Fraser, 34, Market-st., Lerwick, Scotland; Pat Pate- 
man & Son, Ltd., Limehurst-ave., Loughborough; 
J. E. Smith (Worksop), Ltd., Eastgate, Worksop, 
Notts: Haymills (Contractors), Ltd., Hanger Green, 
Western-ave., W5; M & F. O. Foster & Co., York- 
rd., Hitchin, Herts; R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, 
Norwich. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
Eastern Region: *Cable Jointers, Ltd., 49, Avenue-rd., 
Acton, W3, supply. delivery and erection of electrical 
installation at Sheffield Wicker Goods Depot. 
*Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, N3, blanketing of 





formation, renewal of drainage and reballasting of 
permanent way between Yaxley and Peterborough. 
*Samuel Williams & Sons, Ltd., Dagenham Dock, 
Essex, construction of access road, culverts, switch- 
gear house, cable trenches and drawpits at Ripple- 
la. railhead depot, Barking. 


*Holmpress Piles, Ltd., 
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Barnsley-st., Hull, piling work in connection with 
extension by 150 ft. of diesel maintenance depot, 
Lincoln. *Wright, Anderson & Co., Ltd., GPO Box 
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No. 2, Gateshead, 8, supply, delivery and erection of 
steelwork forming 9-bay extension to diesel mainten- 
ance depot, Lincoln. *Holmpress Piles, Ltd., 
Barnsley-st., Hull, piling work in connection with 
extension by 133 ft. 4 in. of diesel maintenance 
depot, Norwich. *Wright, Anderson & Co., Ltd., 
GPO Box No. 2, Gateshead, 8, supply, delivery and 
erection of steelwork forming 8-bay extension to 
diesel maintenance depot, Norwich 

€London (MoW).—Contracts placed 
ended October 8: 

Denbighshire: Government-bldgs., 
Colwyn Bay, internal and external painting, F. 
Tydlesley, 44, Queen’s-rd., Llandudno. Glamorgan- 
shire: Erection and completion of new Crown build- 
ing at Angel-st., Bridgend, Bennett Bros. (Contrs.), 
Ltd., Heathfield Works, Carlton-terr, Swansea. 
London: Alterations and adaptations for occupation 
by Government chemist at 5-6, Clement’s Inn, WC2, 


for week 


Dinerth-rd., 


Clemens Bros., 77, Derby-rd., Forest Gate, E7. 
Northumberland: ‘Natn. Service Hostels Corpn., 
Freeman-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, internal redecora- 


tions and external painting, Nicholson & Ritchie, 
Maritime-bldgs., King-st., Newcastle - on - Tyne. 
Somersetshire: PO Radio Station, West Town, Back- 
well, erection of new pump/tank house, Stanley Stone 
(Chelsea), Ltd., Market-st., Highbridge, Somerset. 
Staffordshire: HPO, Darwell-st., Wallsall, extensions 
to sorting office, etc., J. & F. Wootton, Ltd., Pinfold, 
Bloxwich, Walsall. 

London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
for week ended October 8:— 









Essex: Roadwork, Chittenden & Simmons, Ltd., 
S.W.1. Building work, T. Evers, Ltd., Col- 
chester. Kent: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, 
Ltd.. London. Gloucester: Building work, A. C. 
Billings & Sons, Ltd., Cheltenham. Hampshire: 
Painting and decorating, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., 
Ash, nr. Aldershot. Lancashire: Painting and 


decorating, Reid Bros., Carlisle. London: Electrical 
installations, Girdlestone & Co., Ltd., London; 
A. W. Slater & Son, Ltd., London. Northumber- 
land: Roadwork, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd.. York 
Building work, T. Muckle & Sons, Rothbury: J. 
Campbell Smith, Ltd., Amble. Nottinghamshire: 
Building work, W. H. Herries, Nottingham. Surrey: 
Electrical installations, W. G. Howe, Pinner. York- 
shire: Lagging boilers and pipe work, Kitson’s Insula- 
tions, Ltd., Leicester. 

Long Eaton.—New factory a 
Wallis & Co. (Long Eaton), Lt 
Ltd.. Bridge-st., Long Eaton. 

Middlesbrough.—13 shops and 18 flats on the Park 
End estate, for TC. Boro’ E, J. A. Kenyon: *R. H 
Bailey & Son, Denmark-st.. Middlesbrough, £46,931 
(subject to Ministry approval). 

Musselburgh.—Church and halls for St. Ninian’s 
parish church at Macbeth Moir-rd. A, P. Whitson 
Macrobie (F), 44, Charlotte-sq., Westend, Edinburgh. 
Genl. contrs., Crudens, Ltd., Olive Bank Works, 
Musselburgh. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New factory buildings 


t Nottingham-rd., for 
d.; *F.. Perks & Son, 


Shields- 


rd., for C. A. Parsons & Co.. Ltd., engineers 
Stephen Easten, Ltd., Westgate Grange, Newcastle. 
£300,000. 


Northampton.—Building works at public baths. for 
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Oswestr 
Lid., £61 

Paddington.—Eight flats at Edbrooke-rd. 
“WwW. B. Towers & Co., Ltd; 7, 
N3, £18,080 (revised tender). 

Peterborough.—13 pairs of two-bedroom ho, 
two pairs of three-bedroom houses and 22 eile 
£38,284; six pairs of three-bedroom houses. £15 
six pairs of two-bedroom houses, 7 
three-bedroom houses and 23° gar 
*Henry J. Firman, Ltd., £78,372 (subj 
approval.) 

Southport.—New Church of Our Lady of Lourd 
*White & Simpson, Ltd. . i 

Salisbury.—New Church of St. 
Angels, Bemerton, for Church 
Parsons, Westbury, £24,213. 

St. Marylebone.—Block 9 of Townshend 
for MBC: *Perry’s (Ealing), Ltd., 75, Uxbridge; 
Ealing, W5, £85,482 (on basis A); 14 flats on si, 


, houses, for RDC: *Gregory Housig 


» for M 
Long-la., Peas 





three pairs 
Bes, £24 19 } 
ect to Minis, 





Michael and 4 
Council: 4] 





22-30, Balcombe-st.. NWI, for MBC. Council's 4 
*C, Pitt & Son, Ltd., 94-96, Eversholt-st., Nw; | 
£31,675 (amended tender on Basis B, Subject J 


Ministry approval). 

Swindon.—Nine-storey block of 27 flats at W 
estate, for TC: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., £64.36 

Wakefield.—Additional classrooms at Lawfield. 
Jun. Sch., for EC: *Gibson Bros. (Upton), Lij 
Woodhouse Common, Normanton. i 

Wallasey.—Two blocks of flats and six hoys 
fronting Maryland-la. and Furze-way, for BC: *W. 4 
Farrell, Ltd., 175, Borough-rd., Wallasey, £27.99 

Wallsend.—Infants’ school at Willington Qu: 
*Carruthers & Sons, 1, Heugh-terr., South Shielj 
£45000. 

West Bromwich.—New office block at Ryders 
and Great Bridge-st., for Braithwaite & Co., Lt 
*J. & F. Wootton, Ltd., Pinfold, Bloxwich r 

Wolverhampton.—Extensions at Royal Wolve: 
hampton Sch., Penn-la.. for Board of Gov 
*Arthur M. Griffith & Son, Ltd., Thomas; 
Wolverhampton 
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BROAD-ACHESON Em 


STRUCTURAL BLOCKS 

















rompt delivery 
as bigger production 


BROAD & CO. LTD., PAODINGTON, W.2 











THE ESSEX 






















! THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS | | rc\*"¥o"Mton’ agin iach, MEISAS 

| 26, GT. ORMOND STREET, wowBoRK, Wt. | MMS AntrCat Natya” SC mene | 
| el. : ncery | , 

I Please send particulars of the advantages of | 1D 

| membership to: WOOD BLOCK STEEL SCAFFOLDING co ue | 
| 

wie ees | FLOORS 

| -ttminiinmnnonnncccue (| |? OeNS & ABAMS LTD. 2a HIGH BEECH ROAD 

: PLEASE CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES Victoria Works, 

~~ SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 per annum Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 

















1US %) 


tf 


GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Building Contractors 
Telephone: — 





ae Station Works, 


Kin James Sk, Waterloo 5474 Registered Office: Works: - 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRID 
- Southwark, ses (3 lines) | LON ORD 


MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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